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Consultation on the closure of Castle Caereinion C. in W. School 

 

1. OVERVIEW OF THE CONSULTATION 

 

Powys County Council consulted on a proposal to close Castle Caereinion C. 

in W. School. The proposal is as follows: 
 

- To close Castle Caereinion C. in W. School from the 31st August 2022, 

with pupils to attend their nearest alternative schools 

 

The consultation took place from the 14th April 2021 to the 2nd June 2021. 

 

i) Consultation methods 

 

The consultation documentation was available on the Council’s website 

throughout the consultation period, and was distributed to stakeholders, as 

required by the School Organisation Code (2018). A separate version for 

pupils was also available on the Council’s website throughout the consultation 

period. 

 

Consultees were invited to respond to the consultation by either completing an 

online consultation form, filling in a paper copy of the form and returning it to 

the Transforming Education Team at County Hall, or by e-mailing / writing to 

the Transforming Education Team. 

 

Meetings were held virtually with the following: 

 

 Staff of Castle Caereinion C. in W. School – 27th April 2021 

 Governors of Castle Caereinion C. in W. School – 27th April 2021 

 Castle Caereinion C. in W. School Council – 19th May 2021 

 

ii) Responses received 

 

A total of 68 respondents completed the consultation response form which 

was included in the consultation document. This included paper copies as well 

as responses submitted using the online response form. 

 

In addition, 25 written responses were received from respondents, including 

Estyn. The response received from Estyn is provided on page 22, in-line with 

the requirements of the School Organisation Code. 

 

The written responses included an online petition to ‘Save Castle Caereinion 

CiW primary school’, which was signed by 676 people. 
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As well as responses from parents, prospective parents, members of staff and 

members of the community, responses were received from the following 

organisations: 

 

- Castle Caereinion Community Council 

- The Diocese of St Asaph 

- The Bishop of St Asaph 

- St Garmon’s Church, Castle Caereinion 

- Trustees of the Castle Caereinion Recreation Association 

- Accessibility Powys 

 

iii) Summary of issues raised 

 

The issues raised in the consultation responses are listed in detail in section 6 

on page 22. This includes the Council’s response to each issue. The following 

is a summary of the issues raised: 

 

1. Comments about Castle Caereinion C. in W. School 

2. Comments about Church in Wales provision 

3. Impact on pupils 

4. Travel implications 

5. Impact on staff 

6. Impact on the community 

7. Comments about pupil numbers / surplus places 

8. Comments about small/rural schools 

9. Comments about other schools pupils might transfer to 

10. Impact on Protected Characteristic groups 

11. Issues relating to Finance 

12. Comments about the Council’s Strategies 

13. Criticism of Powys County Council 

14. Questions about / issues with the process 

15. Questions about / issues with the consultation documentation 

16. Alternative options 

17. Comments about impact on the Welsh language 

18. Comments in support of the proposal 
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2. CONSULTATION RESPONSE FORM 

 

63 respondents completed the English language consultation response form, 

which was available online, and 0 respondents completed the Welsh 

language consultation response from which was available online. 5 

respondents sent the consultation response form by email in English, and 0 

respondent sent the consultation response form by email in Welsh. 

 

The quantitative findings of the questionnaire are summarised below. Written 

comments were also provided in the consultation response forms. The issues 

raised in these comments are included in Section 6 of this report. 

 

Part 1 – About you 

 

1.  Please indicate how you are associated with the schools affected by 

this consultation: 

 

Response No. % 

Parent, carer or guardian 11 16.2% 

Prospective parent, carer or 
guardian 

3 4.4% 

Governor 0 0.0% 

Member of staff 4 5.9% 

Member of the community 17 25.0% 

Organisation 1 1.5% 

Pupil 24 35.3% 

No association 5 7.4% 

Other 3 4.4% 

Not Answered 0 0.0% 

Total responses 68 100.0% 

 

2.  Please specify which school you are associated with: 

 

Response No. % 

Castle Caereinion C. in W. School 58 85.3% 

Another school 7 10.3% 

No association with any school 3 4.4% 

Not Answered 0 0.0% 

Total responses 68 100.0% 

 

3.  Please provide your postcode: 

 

Response No. % 

Llanfair Caereinion / Welshpool 61 89.7% 

Llandrindod Wells 2 2.9% 

Shropshire / Minsterly 2 2.9% 

Montgomery 2 2.9% 
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Llanfyllin 1 1.5% 

Not answered 0 0.0% 

Total responses 68 100.0% 

 

Part 3 – About you 

 

12.  How old are you? 

 

Response No. % 

Under 16 24 35.3% 

16-23 2 2.9% 

25-34 5 7.4% 

35-44 18 26.5% 

45-54 7 10.3% 

55-64 0 0.0% 

65-74 8 11.8% 

75-84 0 0.0% 

85+ 0 0.0% 

Prefer not to say 4 5.9% 

Not answered 0 0.0% 

Total responses 68 100.0% 

 

13.  What is your gender? 

 

Response No. % 

Male 27 39.7% 

Female 39 57.4% 

Gender Fluid 0 0.0% 

Non-Binary 0 0.0% 

Gender neutral 0 0.0% 

Prefer not to say 1 1.5% 

Not answered 1 1.5% 

Total responses 68 100.0% 

 

14.  Can you understand, speak or write Welsh? 

 

Response No. % 

Yes 18 26.5% 

No 28 41.2% 

Prefer not to say 10 14.7% 

Not answered 12 17.6% 

Total responses 68 100.0% 

 

15.  If you have school-aged children, are they entitled to receive free 

school meals? 

 

Response No. % 

Yes 4 5.9% 



 

7 
 

No 32 47.1% 

Prefer not to say 5 7.4% 

Not answered 27 39.7% 

Total responses 68 100.0% 

 

16.  If you have school-aged children, do they have any additional learning 

needs? 

 

Response No. % 

Yes 6 8.8% 

No 31 45.6% 

Prefer not to say 4 5.9% 

Not answered 27 39.7% 

Total responses 68 100.0% 

 

17.  Do you consider yourself to be disabled? 

 

Response No. % 

Yes 3 4.4% 

No 61 89.7% 

Prefer not to say 1 1.5% 

Not answered 3 4.4% 

Total responses 68 100.0% 

 

18.  What is your ethnic group? 

 

Response No. % 

White 64 94.1% 

Asian 0 0.0% 

Black, African or Caribbean 0 0.0% 

Mixed 2 2.9% 

Gypsy/Traveller 0 0.0% 

Other 0 0.0% 

Prefer not to say 2 2.9% 

Not Answered 0 0.0% 

Total 68 100.0% 
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3. CONSULTATION WITH PUPILS 

 

 Comments received from pupils are outlined below. This includes the notes of 

a meeting held with pupils at Castle Caereinion C. in W. School, as well as a 

summary of the written responses received from pupils to the consultation 

exercise.  

 

i) Meeting with the School Council of Castle Caereinion C. in W. School 

 

19th May 2021 – Held virtually on Microsoft Teams 

 

Present: Marianne Evans, Sarah Astley, Huw Rowlands – Powys County 

Council 

 

Sarah Brian, Headteacher – Castle Caereinion Church in Wales School 

 

Officers from Powys County Council met virtually via Microsoft Teams with 

representatives from the School Council of Castle Caereinion Church in 

Wales school to discuss the consultation to close Castle Caereinion Church in 

Wales school from 31 August 2022 with pupils to attend their nearest 

alternative schools. 

 

The School Council group consisted of 8 pupils.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 

Pupils gave a short presentation about Castle Caereinion School, which is 

transcribed below: 

 

‘We would like you to save our school because we are happy here. The 

lessons that we do are fun, we are learning new things all of the time! We 

have large classrooms that have lots of space to move around and to do lots 

of team work! We are excited about the new curriculum and think our school 

is going to be a great place to learn in this fun new learning style, with the four 

purposes. 

 

As part of our new curriculum learning we are doing a whole school topic of 

green which is great as we get to chose what we want to learn about! We are 

also learning to speak a new language, Polish! We can say words like, Tak, 

Nie, Czesc, Dovidenia and Dziękuję Ci. We don’t mind practising and getting 

it a bit wrong because we are all friends and no body laughs at you. We all 

help each other to learn and to get better. 

 

We are like a family in Castle Caereinion CiW School. Everybody knows each 

other really well and we all look after each other. We are all friends but if we 

have to move to different schools we will lose our friendships as we will all be 

split up. 
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We have great outdoor areas that allow us to take our learning outdoors! We 

have our own pond to do pond dipping, seated areas and an outdoor 

classroom. We have raised beds where we can plant lots of different things. 

All of the garden areas are kept locked so that we can be kept safe inside 

them! We also have Forest Schools starting here and we are really excited 

about it! 

 

When Covid goes away we will be able to go back to having lots of after 

school clubs, like craft club, coding club and sports club. We always do 

Christmas crafts too but couldn’t last year because of Covid. If we go to 

another school we might not be able to stay to do after school clubs because 

our mummies and daddies would have to pick us up as we would miss the 

bus. This wouldn’t be fair, because we would never get to do the fun clubs 

that we can here in Castle school. 

 

We will also be able to do school trips again, they are always great fun. We 

have been to the Senedd in Cardiff to learn about our capital city. We also 

went to the zoo! 

 

Our school is great because we have so many great resources. We have our 

very own ICT suite with PCs. We also have laptops, ipads and chrome books 

that we can use in class!  Each classroom has an interactive whiteboard and 

these have been great at helping us to join in live assemblies with Google, a 

range of famous authors on World Book Day and more recently with Keep 

Wales Tidy for our Climate Change week. 

 

Our school is special because we have nice teachers who care about us and 

know us all really well. 

 

Its better being taught in a smaller school because there are less children so 

we get to have more help from the teachers. The children are all really friendly 

too, in bigger schools not everyone is nice to you all of the time. 

 

Our school is close to our Church which is really good because we can walk 

to our Church for services. We go there to learn about God and for special 

events like Christingle, Harvest and Easter. We also go there for RE lessons 

where we have role play sessions and act out Baptisms and weddings. Our 

vicar, Rev. Steve is able to come to our school lots and is able to teach us all 

about Jesus and God. He might not be able to come to us if we go to another 

school. 

 

We also have the Impact teams come to visit us with their big bus. This won’t 

happen if we don’t go to a Church school. We all love it when the Impact bus 

comes!  The people from the Church link in with us a lot, they hold messy 

Church clubs where we all get to do lots of really fun craft activities with the 

people from the community and the church. 
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Most of us live in the village so at the moment we can walk to our school. If 

our school closes we may not be able to walk to our school and that will mean 

putting more cars on the roads. That causes more pollution and that is not 

good for the environment.  

 

Our village is growing too, we have more houses being built and people might 

not move here if there is no school. If you leave our school open then the new 

families will be able to send their children here and we can make even more 

friends. It’s really good living in the same village as our school because we 

are able to meet up after school and play in the park. If we go to other schools 

our friends might live in different places so we would need to have lifts to go 

and meet them. This would be bad for the environment. 

 

Our school is next door to the community centre. This is great because we get 

to have cake stalls, Christmas and Summer Fayres, school plays and tea 

mornings. All of the people from the village can get to come to these, so it 

helps us to work together as a Community. It is also a great chance for the 

older members of the community to get out of the house and to do something 

fun with us, the youngest members of the community. 

 

In school we have Committees, like the School Council, Healthy Schools, Eco 

Schools and Criw Cymraeg. Because we are a small school we get to be in 

more than one of these clubs which is great! We work in our committees to 

make positive changes. The School Council organise fundraising events for 

things like Young Minds, Red Nose Day and World Book Day. We have a 

Healthy Schools Week coming up where we will learn all about being healthy 

and we will have a healthy tuck shop! Our Criw Cymraeg are really good and 

they are teaching us new words and phrases all of the time. We have got our 

Bronze Award and we meet with Mrs Andrew a lot as she is helping us to 

work towards our Silver Award for the Siarter Iaith. 

 

We have lots of great sports equipment and we have fun in our PE lessons 

using it!  We are really looking forward to Covid going away so we can 

compete against other schools in sporting competitions! 

 

Thank you for listening!’ 

 

Following the presentation, the pupils were asked several questions and their 

responses are summarised below. 

 

It was explained that the first question would have been ‘What do you like 

about Castle Caereinion school’, however pupils have already answered 

that question in their presentation. Officers moved on to the second question: 
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Is there anything you don’t like about the school? Is there anything that 

could be better? 

 

 No 

 

It was explained that from time-to-time Powys County Council had to look at 

the schools in Powys, and sometimes some changes have to be made to 

some of the school. The Council has been reviewing Castle Caereinion 

School, and is wondering whether the school should close.       

 

The consultation process was explained and the fact that no final decision had 

been made yet, it was still an idea and there was now an opportunity for 

people to say what they think. It was explained that the Council especially 

wants to hear what pupils think about this idea. 

 

Do you all understand what we are here to speak to you about?   

 

 Yes 

 

If there was no school in Castle Caereinion, what would change for you 

as pupils? 

 

 We would lose friends as they would be moving to a different school, 

so we would have to split from some of them. 

 We wouldn’t be able to meet together after school. 

 We couldn’t walk to school and we would have to drive to a different 

school and cause more pollution. 

 

How many of you live in the village and walk to school now? 

 

 5 pupils put their hands up 

 Many of us live in the village. 

 

If the school was to close which other school would you go to? 

 

 Llanfair, Welshpool, Welshpool, Llanfair, Llanfair, Llanfair, Llanfair, 

Guilsfield 

 

So a lot of you think you would go to Llanfair, but nobody would go to 

Berriew? Does nobody live closer to Berriew? 

 

 Some live closer to Berriew but parental choice means that they would 

go elsewhere. 

 

Is there anything else you can think of that would be different, or worse 

for you if there was no school in Castle Caereinion? 
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 If there was no school here, people would not want to move to this 

village 

 You wouldn’t be able to meet up with people in the village. 

 

I’m getting the feeling that Castle Caereinion school is very important to 

you as a community, it’s wider than just the school.  Do you think you 

would feel part of the community if you move to a different school? 

 

 No. 

 

Why would that be? 

 

 You would have to meet new children in a new school.  Some could be 

mean to you.  Here everyone is kind. 

 If we don’t go to the school we’re not supporting the community. 

 

A lot of you have mentioned going to Llanfair school if Castle 

Caereinion school closes. It’s much bigger than Castle Caereinion 

school. Is there anything you think would be good about being in a 

bigger school? 

 

 I would see my cousin 

 More friends 

 A wider group of friends 

 Lots of friends 

 

Is there anything that would be worse about going to a bigger school? 

 

 We could get lost 

 Difficult to make friends as other children will already have their friends 

 More people could/might bully you 

 You might get lost             

 Being shy 

 Feel like the odd one out 

 

At the moment you’re in 2 classes in Castle Caereinion school and there 

are a number of year group in each class. In a bigger school there would 

be less year groups in each class, maybe Reception and year 1 together, 

years 1 and 2 together, years 2 and 3 together, 4 and 5 together. Would 

that be a good or bad thing? 

 

 It would be bad because I would be separated from my friend 

 You wouldn’t be able to see your friends 
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How would you feel things would change for your teachers if Castle 

Caereinion school closes? 

 

 It would be hard for them to find a job 

 People would lose their jobs 

 Sad 

 I would like them to try for work at Llanfair school 

 

Do you have any other questions? Is there anything else you would like 

to add? Is there anything worrying you about the plans? 

 

 Why do you need to close our school? 

 

Officers explained that the Council has to look at all its schools. At the 

moment there are lots of schools across the whole of Powys. Some schools 

are very small and it’s difficult to keep them going if they are small. We think 

pupils would have more friends and opportunities in larger schools. 

 

 Why does it have to be our school? I’ve been to bigger schools and 

children were not kind to me, but they are here. 

 

Officers explained that the Council is looking at other schools in Powys as 

well as Castle Caereinion – it’s not only Castle Caereinion. 

 

 What would you do with the school – sell it, knock it down, it wouldn’t 

be suitable for houses as it’s close to the community centre? 

 

The school is owned by the Church in Wales, so they would decide what to do 

with the building. 

 

 Are you closing the school just to save money? 

 

No, the Council feels that there are more opportunities for pupils in larger 

schools as they have more opportunities to make more friends. 

 

 I do have a friend who’s in Welshpool and we don’t talk and she is 

mean to me sometimes so I’m a bit concerned about that 

 Would you be able to see year 1 and Reception kids at playtime at 

bigger schools? 

 

Yes, you would see them at breaktime. 

 

Officers asked the pupils how they feel about what the Council is doing? Are 

they happy, sad, worried? 

 

 Worried and sad 
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 Sad 

 

Officers explained what happens next, which is that this is a consultation 

period where everyone’s views are being asked. Pupils were encouraged to 

send any further comments or views to the Council by 2 June 2021, when the 

consultation closes, and to ask their teachers if they need any help to do this. 

 

After the 2nd June, a report summarising everything people and pupils have 

said during the consultation period will be prepared. It was explained that this 

would include all of the things pupils have said in today’s meeting, as well as 

what governors and staff have said in meetings held with them, and what 

other people have said.  

 

The report will then be considered by the Council’s Cabinet. It was explained 

that they are the people who make the decisions in the Council, and they will 

look at all the comments made and decide if they want to close the school or 

not. If they decide not to carry on then that would be the end of this plan. If 

they decide to carry on, then what’s known as a Statutory Notice would be 

published, formally saying that the Council wants to close the school, and 

then there would be a 28-day period for people to respond, and to say if they 

don’t agree. Another report would then need to be prepared and considered 

by the Cabinet. 

 

There’s still quite a way to go in the process, and no decision has been made 

yet, and if the process proceeds, no final decision will be made until just 

before Christmas. If Cabinet does decide in the end to close the school, that 

would be in September 2022. 

 

Pupils were reminded once again of the opportunity to send in any further 

comments and were thanked for attending the meeting and giving their views. 

 

ii) Summary of other comments made by pupils 

 

In addition to the meeting with the School Council, 24 online responses and 1 

written response was received from pupils.  

 

The comments raised in these responses are included in the ‘issues raised’ in 

section 6 of this report. However, they are also summarised below: 

 

1. Positive comments about Castle Caereinion School 

 

- All the pupils at the school are friends 

- The teachers know all the pupils 

- There is a lot of ICT equipment at the school 

- The school has a good outdoor area, including Forest Schools, a large 

playground, a pond 
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- There are good indoor facilities, including a library, big classrooms 

- There is a community hall on the site 

- There are a lot of committees and clubs at the school 

- ‘Wellbeing Wednesdays’ 

- Before Covid, the pupils went on lots of school trips 

- The school holds community events 

- There are close links between the school and the church 

- The school is suitable for people with disabilities 

- Pupils can have breakfast at the school 

- There isn’t a lot of noise at the school 

- The pupils are in small classes which means that they can have more 

help from the teachers 

 

2. Impact on pupils 

 

- Pupils enjoy going to the school, they feel safe there 

- Concern that pupils will be split up from their friends 

- Concern that pupils in other schools won’t be as kind 

- Concern about bullying in other schools 

- Pupils won’t be able to walk/cycle to school 

- Pupils would have to travel further to school, and would have to travel 

on a bus 

 

3. Comments about the community 

 

- New houses are being built in Castle Caereinion but no one will want to 

live in the village if there’s no school 

 

4. Other options 

 

- The Council should delay to give time for new houses to be built. 

- They could posters up to try to get more pupils to come to the school. 
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4. CONSULTATION MEETINGS WITH STAFF AND GOVERNORS 

  

Consultation meetings were held with the staff and governors of the school.  

 

The issues raised at these meetings are summarised below: 

 

i) Consultation meeting with Staff of Castle Caereinion C. in W. School 

 

- In terms of the timings, obviously we have up until the 2nd of June to 

respond to the consultation, and then are we right in thinking there is a 

28-day period for it to be discussed in Cabinet, does that take us to the 

8th of July? 

- If they decide initially to proceed, and there are no objections, when can 

we expect to have a decision? There is anxiety from staff with regards to 

different time scales, and when exactly they will know. 

- With it being fluid around the dates, it is difficult then to advise parents 

as some parents are thinking that if the school is going to close, they 

might move their children earlier. 

- If we cannot make parents aware until the end of the year, does that 

then affect the actual closing date if we were to close? Is it 12 months 

from the notice? 

 

ii) Consultation meeting with Governors of Castle Caereinion C. in W. 

School 

 

- I was under the impression that because Castle Caereinion is a church 

school, that the final decision would not necessarily rest with the Powys 

Cabinet, but with Welsh Government? 

- What are the circumstances in which the decision would get taken out of 

Powys’ hands? 

- Is there a reason why this was just dropped on us only yesterday, and 

we haven’t under the circumstances had a lot of time to prepare? 

- We have spotted errors in the consultation report, is that still then a fair 

consultation and would it still go forward? 

- In your initial comments, you spoke about the nearest suitable school. 

The nearest council-maintained school is in Berriew, but this is in a 

different catchment area to Castle Caereinion school. Will the fact that it 

is in a different catchment, affect its suitability as a receiving school? 

- I have a difficulty here because traditionally the children from Castle 

Caereinion School went to Llanfair High School, but of late there has 

been a quite a move going to Welshpool High School. What will happen 

with that, will children still be able to go to Welshpool High School, and 

will they still get free home to school transport to Welshpool? 

- So they would get free transport to Berriew school, presuming that 

Castle Caereinion closed, and from Berriew they would get free school 
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transport to Welshpool School, even though they still live in Castle 

Caereinion? 

- Have you looked at the area that children come from to Castle school? 

- How many schools do we have the opportunity to go to and will pupils be 

guaranteed free transport to those schools? 

- Will they still be able to go to Llanfair High School like the normal 

catchment they have now? 

- You are talking about the transport, is there going to be a big additional 

cost to the education department to transport these children to other 

schools rather than Castle? 

- Just going back to the numbers and transport, are there going to be 

enough places in our nearest school if there are lots of schools facing 

closure? 

- Are you splitting the school up at all? For example, if the nearest school 

only has 21 places, how are we going to then fit in? 

- What about those pupils that don’t want to go to Berriew, are there 

places for everybody anywhere else? Have people been asked where 

they would like to go? Would transport be provided to the alternative 

school of their choice? 

- Have you done a survey to find the numbers available across the 

schools for children? Meifod, Guilsfield and Llanfair primary? 

- It was always the policy, that look at schools on a catchment basis, you 

look at all the primary schools within a given catchment. Why did the 

policy change to a policy of opportunism, or cherry picking, as now, as 

obviously there was a change. When did that come in and why? 

- There is now a presumption that the very last thing you do with a rural 

school, is to close it. Can you tell us the options that you have 

considered in Castle Caereinion, which is a rural school, and why you 

have decided that the only option is to close it? 

- You mentioned federation, were there others? 

- I would like you to go through them and explain to me why you rejected 

each one of them. 

- Following on from that, in the assessment for each option, you’ve got 

option 7 and you have 2 question marks, “could be met”, and option 9 is 

obviously 4.  If those question marks, “could be met”, then surely they 

should be ticked and that would be 4 and 4? Yet the only option seems 

to be to close and therefore option 7 should still be available to us. 
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5. ESTYN 

 

Estyn’s response to the consultation is provided below: 

 

This report has been prepared by Her Majesty’s Inspectors of Education 

and Training in Wales.  

 

Under the terms of the School Standards and Organisation (Wales) Act 2013 

and its associated Code, proposers are required to send consultation 

documents to Estyn. However, Estyn is not a body which is required to act in 

accordance with the Code and the Act places no statutory requirements on 

Estyn in respect of school organisation matters. Therefore, as a body being 

consulted, Estyn will provide their opinion only on the overall merits of school 

organisation proposals.  

 

Estyn has considered the educational aspects of the proposal and has 

produced the following response to the information provided by the proposer. 

 

Summary/Conclusion 

 

The proposal seems to include a balanced and proportionate range of 

options, nine in total, which look in detail at a wide range of possibilities. It is 

Estyn’s opinion that the proposal is likely to at least maintain the standard of 

education provision in the area. 

 

Description and benefits 

 

The consultation document provides all stakeholders and interested parties 

with a clear rationale for the proposal to close Castle Caereinion Church in 

Wales School. The document sets out clearly the local authority’s plans and 

rationale for change, based on their ‘strategy for transforming education in 

Powys.’ A key element of this vision is to ‘improve learner entitlement and 

experience’, and to ‘rationalise primary provision.’ The proposal gives detailed 

background of why the local authority consider change to be needed in 

Powys. The challenges include a high proportion of small schools, decreasing 

pupil numbers and high surplus places. 

 

The proposal sets out a wide range of options, outlining their expected 

benefits and disadvantages when compared with the status quo. There are a 

number of options which include merging or federating with other schools 

within the area, with a range of possible management structures. The options 

considered within the consultation document relate to establishing federations 

or merging with Berriew CP school or Welshpool CIW school. 

 

The advantages and potential risks for each option are given clear 

consideration within the consultation document and provide clear information 
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for all interested parties and stakeholders who may wish to respond during the 

consultation process. The document outlines a clear rationale as to why 

closing Castle Caereinion Church in Wales school is the local authority’s 

preferred option, and that the 23 pupils currently on roll are accommodated in 

other local primary schools in the area. 

 

The proposal, outlining the preferred option was agreed based on the 

strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats analysis, assessing the nine 

options against the impact of each option on quality and standards, the 

community and travel arrangements. The local authority have also assessed 

the options according to critical success factors. These include strategic and 

business needs, value for money, potential achievability and potential 

affordability. This information provides stakeholders with a wide range of 

useful information when taking part in the consultation process. 

 

The proposer notes the following to support their preferred option:  

 

 Option addresses the issue of low pupil numbers at Castle Caereinion 

CIW primary. 

 Option would reduce the council’s overall surplus capacity in primary 

schools. Option saves revenue for the council. 

 Pupils would attend schools with more suitable accommodation. 

 Pupils would attend larger schools, which they feel are better equipped 

to meet the requirements of the curriculum for Wales. 

 Pupils would attend larger schools which the proposer feels could a 

wider range of academic and extra-curricular activities. 

 

The proposal clearly sets out the financial impact of the closure of Castle 

Caereinion Church in Wales school. There is a potential saving per annum of 

£90,000. When likely travel costs are included, the annual saving is projected 

as £58,000. 

 

Educational aspects of the proposal 

 

The proposal gives due consideration to the standard of education provision 

within schools in this part of Montgomeryshire. The proposal provides 

summary information about standards in local schools likely to be affected by 

the closure of Castle Caereinion CIW school. It considers information about 

pupils’ wellbeing and attitudes to learning, and the quality of teaching and the 

breadth, balance and appropriateness of the curriculum, and the provision for 

skills. It considers the quality of care, support and guidance within local 

schools, and also the quality of leadership and management within schools 

which may be affected by Castle Caereinion’s closure. 

 

The local authority has given due consideration to the most recent Estyn 

inspection reports for the schools in the vicinity which are likely to be impacted 
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by the closure of Castle Caereinion. They have also given appropriate 

consideration to the impact of the closure of Castle Caereinion on the 

standard of provision at foundation phase and key stage 2 across the other 

schools in the area to which pupils may transfer. The local authority has also 

provided information about church schools within the area which provide 

similar provision. 

 

The proposal provides summary information about provision for pupils with 

special educational needs within the schools to which the pupils may transfer. 

Other vulnerable groups, such as pupils entitled to free school meals, have 

also received appropriate consideration within the proposals. The local 

authority has acknowledged the potential disruptive impact of closing a school 

in a rural community but has also noted elements designed to mitigate the 

risks. 

 

Presumption against the closure of rural schools: 

 

The ‘school reorganisation code’ notes that the proposer must consider 

additional factors if the school, as in the case of Castle Caereinion CIW 

school, meets the criteria for rural schools. The proposal appears to give due 

consideration to the three criteria which relate to rural schools as outlined in 

the code (likely impact on quality and standards, likely impact on the 

community, likely impact of different travel arrangements). The proposer has 

paid appropriate consideration to these criteria and how they relate to, and 

impact upon the nine options, including the preferred option of closing Castle 

Caereinion CIW school. 

 

The proposal provides detail as to how each option was assessed according 

to the three criteria in the presumption against the closure of rural schools. 

For example, in relation to the likely impact on quality and standards, the 

proposer concludes that the impact is likely to be limited as provision is ‘of at 

least equivalent quality,’ in the other schools affected. 

 

The proposal acknowledges the likely impact on the community as there 

would be no school in the community. The Castle Caereinion CIW school 

building is owned by the Diocese of St Asaph, and it would be their decision 

whether a community facility would remain. 

 

The proposal acknowledges a range of travelling implications for pupils and 

parents. It identifies that there could be increased travelling times to school for 

some pupils, that that there could an impact on pupils’ ability to access after-

school activities, and the proposal could affect the ability of parents to take 

part in school events. It further identifies that this may have an impact on pupil 

wellbeing. When considering the impact on children from vulnerable groups, 

the local authority notes that there would be an impact on families due to the 

requirement to travel to school events, which could have a greater impact on 



 

21 
 

children from economically deprived backgrounds. In mitigation, the proposal 

does set out that there would be free travel to and from school for pupils in 

accordance with the local authority’s home/school transport policy. However, 

the proposal does not identify how the local authority will deal with wider 

issues. 
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6. ISSUES RAISED DURING THE CONSULTATION PERIOD 

 

The following tables list the issues raised during the consultation period and provide the local authority’s response to these issues. 

 

1. Comments about Castle Caereinion C. in W. School 

 

1.1 Positive comments about the provision at Castle Caereinion C. in W. School 

 

Ref. Issue raised Local authority response 
 

1.1.1 Castle Caereinion is an excellent school, and very much at the 
heart of the village. 

 

The Council notes these positive comments 
regarding the current provision at Castle Caereinion 
C. in W. School. 
 

1.1.2 I recently joined a Zoom presentation of what the school is doing 
and achieving, also the resources available. I was impressed with 
what I saw.  
 

As above. 

1.1.3 This school has always been a happy place where children have 
had a good education preparing them for high school. 
 

As above. 

1.1.4 Just very happy children... and as the Head has already described 
a tangible improvement in writing, reading, IT and other essential 
skills. 
 

As above. 

1.1.5 Castle is a friendly school. 
 

As above. 

1.1.6 This school is a gem in our small community.  
 

As above. 

1.1.7 I think our school should stay open because it is a wonderful 
place. 

As above. 
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1.1.8 The school is an excellent school and part of the village 
community. 
 

As above. 

1.1.9 The school has a fine reputation. 
 

As above. 

1.1.10 Castle Caereinion School is a wonderful village school in a 
beautiful rural setting which supports local families and children in 
the community.   
 

As above. 

1.1.11 The school provides an essential local educational service within 
a rural setting, supporting local families.  
 

As above. 

1.1.12 Teaching is catered to the needs of individual pupils. 
 

As above. 

1.1.13 My school is super fun and I like to learn. 
 

As above. 

1.1.14 They are doing a jolly good job in teaching the Welsh language as 
your recent report has shown. 
 

As above. 

1.1.15 I think it's a bad idea to close this school. Pupils have moved here 
as their previous school could not meet their needs, this school 
has helped them no end, has met every requirement needed and 
more even through this pandemic they teachers have been 
amazing.  
 

As above. 

1.1.16 We would like you to save our school because we are happy here.  
The lessons that we do are fun, we are learning new things all of 
the time!  We have large classrooms that have lots of space to 
move around and to do lots of team work!  We are excited about 
the new curriculum and think our school is going to be a great 
place to learn in this fun new learning style, with the four 

As above. 
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purposes. As part of our new curriculum learning we are doing a 
whole school topic of green which is great as we get to choose 
what we want to learn about!  We are also learning to speak a 
new language, Polish! We can say words like, Tak, Nie, Czesc, 
Dovidenia and Dziękuję Ci. We don’t mind practising and getting it 
a bit wrong because we are all friends, and no body laughs at you. 
We all help each other to learn and to get better. 
 

1.1.17 The pupils who attend the school are a happy, confident and 
polite group. They look out for each other and realise how lucky 
they are to attend the village school where they live. 
 

As above. 

1.1.18 Our school is much more than a school it’s my family. Please 
don’t break my family up.  
 

As above. 

1.1.19 I love Castle Caereinion School because I have lots of friends 
here.  
 

As above. 

1.1.20 I don’t believe the education that is being taught in Castle CIW 
primary is none less than any other school in Powys.  
 

Comment noted. The quality of provision at Castle 
Caereinion C. in W. School is not one of the reasons 
why the Council is proposing to close the school. 
 

 

1.2 Positive comments regarding the size of the school 

 

1.2.1 Our school is small so we don't have to share things around 
 

The Council notes these comments about the size 
of the school.  However, the Council has a duty to 
manage the whole education system across the 
whole of the county.  The Strategy for Transforming 
Education outlines the challenges facing education 
in Powys, which was developed following extensive 
stakeholder engagement in 2019/2020.  These 
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challenges are outlined in the Consultation 
Document and include concerns about the number 
of small schools in the county, which comes with a 
higher cost per pupil, and therefore there is a need 
to reorganise schools to provide equity across the 
whole system.  
 
 

1.2.2 It's much better having a smaller school because you get to have 
lots of friends. I am friends with everyone in my school and it's 
great. We also get to have more help with our schoolwork 
because the teachers have more time for us and understand 
exactly how to helps us. 
 

All schools, regardless of size, enable pupils to 
make friendship groups.   
 
All schools, regardless of size, need to ensure that 
all pupils are supported and challenged to achieve 
their full potential.  
 

1.2.3 Small class sizes enable the children to have quality time and 
support from the teachers and teaching assistants. 
 

As above. 

1.2.4 Because we are a small school the teachers can help each and 
every one of us the second we get stuck. 
 

As above. 

1.2.5 We have small class sizes, thus benefitting the pupils accessibility 
to teacher support. 
 

As above. 

1.2.6 Castle Caereinion CiW School may be small but this does not mean 
that it needs to close. 
 

Comment noted. 

1.2.7 Our school is like a family, where everyone knows each other and 
understands each other’s interests and needs. This allows the 
teachers to have excellent relationships with the children and 
therefore a reduction in poor behaviour incidents as seen in larger 
schools. 

Teachers in all schools, regardless of size of the 
school, nurture good relationships with children – 
there is no evidence that larger schools experience 
poor behaviour more so than smaller schools.  
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1.2.8 The dedication of the staff and small class numbers provides a 
key to each child’s needs. with individuals supported one to one. 
Children are better able to help one another.  
 

All schools, regardless of size, are able to provide 
for the needs of their pupils. Smaller class sizes 
would not necessarily mean that pupils receive a 
more individual education as there are a number of 
year groups and a wider age range of pupils in the 
class.  
 

1.2.9 Whilst it is a little school, it is still a nice school. 
 

Comment noted. 

1.2.10 Outside we can ride on the bikes, scooters and tractors and if I 
went to a bigger school they won't have these and I will be really 
sad.  
 

Larger schools also have external teaching and 
recreational spaces and equipment.  

1.2.11 There are not many students so the teachers can help more 
 

All schools, regardless of size, are able to provide 
for the needs of their pupils. Smaller class sizes 
would not necessarily mean that pupils receive a 
more individual education as there are a number of 
year groups and a wider age range of pupils in the 
class. 
 

1.2.12 Please don’t close our school. Please give us a chance. Just 
because we are small doesn’t mean we aren’t good. I get teased 
because I’m small, does that mean I should give up too?  
 

Comment noted. 

1.2.13 It's good that there aren't many children here because in a bigger 
school there will be more children falling out. 
 

There is no evidence that larger schools experience 
poor behaviour more so than smaller schools. 

1.2.14 It's really good to come here because it's smaller than my old 
school, so we get more chance to do things. Here everyone 
knows me and we have lots of fun when doing our work. 
 

Comment noted. 
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 In school we have Committees, like the School Council, Healthy 
Schools, Eco Schools and Criw Cymraeg. Because we are a 
small school we get to be in more than one of these clubs which is 
great!   
 

It is acknowledged that there would be more 
opportunity for pupils in a smaller school to 
participate in different activities due to the pupil ratio 
within the school. However, all schools, regardless 
of size, have a range of committees and schools are 
expected to ensure that pupils can participate fully 
with these.   
 

1.2.15 It is easy to assume that because we are a small school that the 
children are not having the same learning experiences as those in 
a bigger school, this is true. Our children are having BETTER 
experiences because they have greater access to technology, 
larger classrooms to aid collaborative learning and a greater 
individual opportunity to participate in activities. In Castle 
Caereinion CiW School each child is a member of at least one 
school committee, in larger schools this is not the case; only a 
handful of children are selected. To close our school would reduce 
their opportunity to participate in pupil voice activities. 
 

As above. 

1.2.16 The small class sizes can be a real positive for learning Welsh at 
Castle Caereinion. You could teach them in small groups each 
day and you have the time to help the children who might need 
extra support. 
 

All schools regardless of size are expected to teach 
Welsh and groupwork in larger schools is also 
effective. 

1.2.17 Although this is a small school it is better for the children the 
teachers know them individually and can meet there needs much 
better this is from a parent who has had her children go through 
the bigger schools and watched them fail her children if you close 
this school you’re failing the children that go to this school. 
 

Whilst the Council acknowledges this person’s 
experience in a larger school, it is not possible to 
comment without knowing further detail.  However, 
all schools, regardless of size, are expected to 
nurture, support and challenge all pupils to achieve 
their full potential.  



 

28 
 

 The reason I do not want this school to close is because I'm in a 
small class and there are only 12 of us, so that means I can have 
more help from the teachers. 
 

The Council’s view is that a class of 12 pupils is 
neither cost-effective nor sustainable.   

1.2.18 The size of the school means that each child is treated as an 
individual with their own needs met rather than being treated as a 
number within a larger school setting. 
 

All schools, regardless of size, are expected to treat 
each pupil as an individual and provide a pupil-
centred teaching and learning experience.  

1.2.19 Castle Caereinion Primary School is a brilliant little school and 
large schools aren't always for everyone. I've seen myself the 
transformation from a large school to a child coming here to 
Castle. The large schools don't always work for the timid child or 
the shy ones who need one to one emotional support or the 
disabled child who wants to go to a mainstream school. It's also 
the same for low class numbers. I appreciate they may be seen as 
a negative for you but they are honestly good for the children that 
need the additional help and time. 
 

The Council expects all schools, regardless of size, 
to ensure that all pupils are nurtured, supported and 
challenged, and that their needs are met.  

1.2.20 It’s a lovey small village school where smaller classes benefit the 
children. They are able to get the attention of their teachers and 
support staff that most students wouldn’t get in a bigger village or 
town school. Children thrive here! 
 

As above. 

1.2.21 Not only is it a small school so students get a better chance of 
getting more one on one but some students need that in order to 
go on through mainstream high school. If it wasn't for Castle some 
past pupils wouldn't have been able to get through high school 
because they wouldn't have been ready. Being a small school 
helped them to be able to achieve.  
 

All high schools have a transition plan for pupils 
transferring into their school from primary schools. 
This would mean that all children will have the same 
experiences when transition from their primary 
school to their secondary school.  
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1.2.22 Because it’s a little school, pupils who are autistic and struggle with 
things like reading and writing can get the help they need – they 
wouldn’t have the same help in a bigger primary as there would 
have been too many other students.  
 

All schools, regardless of size, are expected to 
provide support for all pupils including those with 
Additional Learning Needs (ALN).   

 

1.3 Comments regarding extra-curricular provision at the school 

 

1.3.1 With a small school we get to choose more than one committee. 
When Covid is over we will go to tournaments for sports. 
 

The Council notes these comments regarding the 
extra-curricular provision available at Castle 
Caereinion C. in W. School, and the opportunities 
for pupils to take part in a range of clubs, 
committees and other activities. 
 
All schools offer a range of extra-curricular 
opportunities for pupils, and should Castle 
Caereinion C. in W. School close, the alternative 
schools pupils could choose to transfer to would 
also offer a wide range of extra-curricular 
opportunities, and there would be opportunities for 
pupils to take part in activities, committees and trips.  
 
The alternative schools would be larger schools, 
and in many cases, larger schools are able to offer 
wider range of activities, as there are larger groups 
of pupils who would be able to take part in activities 
such as sports teams, choirs etc, as well as a larger 
team of staff to offer such activities.  
 

1.3.2 We are really looking forward to Covid going away so we can 
compete against other schools in sporting competitions! 
 

As above. 
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 KS2 pupils take part in any sporting events and all children are 
part of a committee which will allow their voices to be heard 
regarding school decisions. 
 

As above. 

1.3.3 The school currently has four committees: The School Council; 
Criw Cymraeg; Healthy/Eco Schools and Digi Wizards. Every 
pupil in the school is a member of at least one of these 
committees, allowing their voices to be heard. In a larger school 
the children may not get this opportunity as there will be too many 
pupils to allow each to be on a committee. This will also be the 
same for sporting events, when competing against other schools. 
Our children have the benefit from being able to participate in a 
wide range of activities, whereas in a larger school this 
opportunity may not be available as the teams are smaller than 
the pupil numbers allow for. 
 

As above. 

1.3.4 We work in our committees to make positive changes. The School 
Council organise fundraising events for things like Young Minds, 
Red Nose Day and World Book Day. We have a Healthy Schools 
Week coming up where we will learn all about being healthy and 
we will have a healthy tuck shop! Our Criw Cymraeg are really 
good and they are teaching us new words and phrases all of the 
time. We have got our Bronze Award and we meet with Mrs 
Andrew a lot as she is helping us to work towards our Silver 
Award for the Siartr Iaith. 
 

As above. 

1.3.5 We also have Committees like Digi-wizards, Criw Cymraeg, 
School Council and Healthy Schools. Before Covid-19 we did 
Summer Fayres, clubs like craft club, sport s club, messy church, 
coding club. We also went on school tips to zoos, Cardiff and 
other fun things too! We have had cake stalls in the community c 
entre for all of the villagers to come and buy cakes. This is great 

As above. 
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as I love baking. We have been to Condover two times, that's 
another of the good things of a small school. We get to go to 
Condover more than once! If we go to another school we won't be 
able to have these same opportunities. 
 

1.3.6 We also get to go on lots of awesome school trips, before Covid-
19, Class Two got to go to Cardiff! 
 

As above. 

1.3.7 We will also be able to do school trips again, they are always 
great fun. We have been to the Senedd in Cardiff to learn about 
our capital city. We also went to the zoo! 
 

As above. 

1.3.8 We have wellbeing Wednesdays, where we get to play games. 
We go on lots of school trips. 
 

As above. 

1.3.9 When Covid goes away we will be able to go back to having lots 
of after school clubs, like craft club, coding club and sports club. 
We always do Christmas crafts too but couldn’t last year because 
of Covid.   
 

As above. 

1.3.10 We have our own clothes day, red nose day, after school clubs, 
an amazing reading corner, lots of art and crafts things. 
 

As above. 

1.3.11 We have after school clubs, pre-Covid, including messy church 
and PE club. We have committees and we get to be in more than 
one of them.  
 

As above. 

1.3.12 They are all able to take part in school activities and both their 
Christmas concert and leavers assembly are whole school affairs 
supported by good audiences. If the school was closed and the 
children sent to another school that would be lost.  
 

As above. 
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1.3.13 I have my breakfast here too. 
 

Many Powys schools offer the opportunity for pupils 
to attend Breakfast Club. 
 

 

1.4 Comments about the staff at Castle Caereinion C. in W. School  

 

1.4.1 The teachers here are amazing. The Council is pleased to note these comments 
regarding the staff at Castle Caereinion C. in W. 
School.  
 
However, the Council would expect staff at all 
schools to provide the best possible educational 
opportunities to pupils, therefore there is no reason 
to believe that these statements would not also 
apply to staff at alternative schools which pupils may 
choose to transfer to. 
 

1.4.2 We have the best staff. 
 

As above. 

1.4.3 Our school is special because we have nice teachers who care 
about us and know us all really well. 
 

As above. 

1.4.4 The headteacher and staff are working with the children to 
achieve their full potential. 
 

As above. 

1.4.5 I cannot speak more highly of the staff who have already had to 
educate the children in the most awful of situations while also 
putting themselves at risk to teach those with key worker and 
essential parents. We have had all the support and more from all 
the teachers especially during a difficult time for our family. During 
the period after, the staff made extra contact with us to offer us as 
a family any help or support that we needed. 

As above. 
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1.4.6 Our teachers make us work really hard and are always letting us 
have a say in what we want to learn. 
 

As above. 

1.4.7 We have amazing teachers here who are teaching us the new 
curriculum, which is lots of fun. 
 

As above. 

1.4.8 This school has the best teachers in the world in it. My teachers 
are special because they give us fun tasks and work to do. 

 

As above. 

1.4.9 The teachers are very nice and kind. 
 

As above. 

1.4.10 I like it that my teachers know lots about me and they help us to 
learn and to write and with our spellings. They help us to be 
whatever job we want to do like fire officers, headteachers, police 
officers. They are kind and they know us very well. They protect 
us. 

 

As above. 

 

1.5 Comments about leadership at Castle Caereinion C. in W. School 

 

1.5.1 The current Leadership is proving the right basis on which the 
school can now develop and encourage new pupils. 
 

The Council is pleased to note these positive 
comments regarding Leadership at the school. 
Whilst the Council has no concerns about the 
quality of Leadership at Castle Caereinion C. in W. 
School, it remains the case that Headteachers in 
smaller schools have a higher teaching 
commitment, and therefore have less time available 
to focus on leadership. In addition, as there are less 
staff in the school, there are less opportunities to 
develop leadership across the school.  
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There are permanent leadership arrangements in 
place in most other schools pupils may wish to 
transfer to should Castle Caereinion C. in W. School 
close, and the Council is satisfied that pupils would 
continue to benefit from good quality leadership in 
the alternative schools. 
 

1.5.2 This school is going in leaps and strengths since getting a full-time 
head teacher and I fell you are giving up on us before you can see 
what we are really capable of.  

 

As above. 

1.5.3 There is strong leadership there now and it would be entirely 
wrong if the council decided to close this vital school. 
 

As above. 

1.5.4 The school is in a much-improved position, having recently 
returned to having a Teaching Head and we have seen great 
improvement in the learning and standards for our children and 
overall behaviour and morale.  
 

As above. 

1.5.5 The current Head Teacher has worked extremely hard, no doubt 
with Council support, to improve the whole learning experience. 
We have noticed these efforts in the behaviour of the students 
outside school hours, increased politeness and sociability, no 
noticeable bad behaviour. 
 

As above. 

1.5.6 The school undertook a period of restructuring in 2019 when it 
was found the current shared headship arrangement was not 
effective and we took the step to return to a Teaching Head 
model, a process which was fully supported and facilitated by the 
management at PCC Education. The return to this model and 
introduction of a New Headteacher has rejuvenated the school 
and considerably improved standards, behaviour and morale. 

As above. 
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Unfortunately, it has been difficult to fully develop and 
demonstrate these benefits due to the constraints of the 
pandemic, with the school being closed for nearly 8 months of this 
period and further time should be afforded to the school to embed 
and build on this. 
 

1.5.7 The current Head has laid the foundations for a very successful 
school moving forward, working hard to implement the changes 
that needed to be made. Recent review reports from the school’s 
challenge adviser have confirmed that the school is making good 
progress. Both teacher and pupil expectations have improved over 
the past 18 months. Whilst the existing Head is moving to a new 
post, there is no reason why a successor Head could not continue 
to strengthen and develop the school even further, building on 
what has already been achieved. 
 

As above. 

1.5.8 Evidence shows that the new leadership structure, that was only 
implemented in September 2019, has had a huge impact on 
expectations, standards and attitudes to learning. The children are 
thriving. However, having only had 18 months since this new 
leadership model has been put in place there has not been 
sufficient time to grow the school. Particularly as we have been 
amidst a pandemic for the past 12 months. 
 

As above. 

1.5.9 The Headteacher has built up strong collaborative networks with 
other schools within the Llanfair, Welshpool and Newtown 
clusters. The new model of leadership needs longer to 
demonstrate the improvements it has made. 
 

As above. 

1.5.10 Whilst the current Headteacher is moving on to a new position in 
the Autumn term, we have already appointed a replacement 
acting Headteacher who will continue with the good work that has 

The Council is pleased to note that the school has 
appointed a replacement acting Headteacher for the 
school and will continue to work with the new acting 
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been done. Her teaching commitment will be in line with the 
current head and she will continue to lead forward with the stand-
alone head teacher model that has proved so successful for the 
school.  
 

Headteacher to ensure that the provision at Castle 
Caereinion continues to improve. 

1.5.11 The Headteacher of Castle Caereinion CiW School is also the 
Chairperson of the Caereinion ALN Cluster. This is a position that 
she was put forward for by the Challenge Advisor. If there were 
concerns over the Headteacher being unable to fulfil her 
leadership role she would not have been asked to carry out this 
additional role by the Local Authority.  

 

The Council has no concerns about the quality of 
leadership at Castle Caereinion C. in W. School, 
and if pleased that the school’s Headteacher was 
able to take on the role of Chair of the Caereinion 
ALN Cluster. 

 

1.6 Comments about the school buildings 

 

1.6.1 General comments about the buildings / facilities 

 

1.6.1.1 Whilst the building is not modern, it has good facilities. 
 

The Council notes these comments about the 
facilities available at Castle Caereinion C. in W. 
School. However, issues with the building is one 
factor why change is required:  
 
Whilst the school building was assessed to be in 
good condition by the Welsh Government’s 
condition survey carried out in 2009, it is an old-
fashioned building, and there are concerns 
regarding its suitability to deliver education which 
meets the requirements of the new curriculum, and 
which meets the Council’s vision statement, as 
outlined in the Strategy for Transforming Education 
in Powys. 
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The Council recently commissioned an updated 
condition survey of the school building. This was 
carried out in the autumn term 2020. The survey 
assessed the condition of all three blocks at the 
school as condition C. 
 
There are also significant number of surplus places 
at the school.  
 

1.6.1.2 We have our own hall to do assemblies and our own library. 
 

As above. 

1.6.1.3 We have lots of space my classroom is massive and I love it. 
 

As above. 

1.6.1.4 Whilst the building is old, this offers a rich historical element to 
the school and the facilities available to our children are on par 
with other school buildings I have visited in the area.   
 

As above. 

1.6.1.5 The school has the benefit of recent adaptations to 
accommodate children with disabilities including full disabled 
bathroom and treatment facilities and disabled access to all parts 
of the building, which I understand is not available in all schools 
in the area.   

 

As above. 

1.6.1.6 The school also has the benefit of breakfast club facilities, a 
designated fully equipped IT suite, use of a large hall provision.   
 

As above. 

1.6.1.7 Inside the building we have large spacious classrooms that are 
more than suitable and equipped to deliver the new curriculum. 
The fixtures and fittings of the building are all deemed to be in 
reasonable condition and in Category B. This is the same status 
as the alternative provision in the nearest local school of Berriew. 

As above. 
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1.6.1.8 We have a big community centre so we can have assemblies, 
cake stalls and school plays on the vast stage. 

 

As above. 

1.6.1.9 Within the building itself, the pupils benefit from large classrooms 
that are ideal for collaborative learning. 
 

As above. 

1.6.1.10 We have big classrooms that are not cramped. 
 

As above. 

1.6.1.11 The school boasts large classroom areas that will be more than 
able to encompass the new curriculum. 
 

As above. 

1.6.1.12 With the shared use of the adjacent Community Hall (and nearby 
church) the school is sufficiently well managed and facilitates 
excellent learning for all abilities, up to Year 6 (some of whom 
need the one-to-one attention that our school can offer). Money 
spent here will benefit students and community alike and will be 
much better suited to encouraging a "green" life with no increase 
in official or parental transport costs. 
 

As above. 

1.6.1.13 We have good PE equipment to do PE lessons with the 
equipment and we have a big cupboard to store it in.  
 

As above. 

1.6.1.14 We have lots of great sports equipment and we have fun in our 
PE lessons using it!   
 

As above. 

1.6.1.15 The school is fortunate to have strong support from the parent 
group and local community to help with the upkeep of the school 
and grounds and if the school were given the opportunity to 
explore some of the points raised in the building report, many of 
which were cosmetic, there may be more low-cost solutions 
available, including utilising this community support.  

As above. 
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1.6.2 Comments about building condition 

 

1.6.2.1 The Local Authority conducted a building survey on a rainy day 
in October half term. The subsequent survey report, which 
resulted in the building being labelled Condition C is riddled with 
factual inaccuracies and also includes elements that were 
weather dependent and can easily be rectified.  
 

The condition survey carried out in the autumn term 
2020 was carried out by external professional 
building surveyors and the condition grading was 
their professional judgment.  As this was an 
external, impartial report, the Council had not 
control over the content of the report.  
 
It is acknowledged that many of the issues 
identified could be rectified and this would come 
with an associated cost.   
 

1.6.2.2 Page 11 of the survey: ‘There doesn’t appear to be a designated 
car park area for staff within the grounds of the school.’ There is 
a staff carpark right in front of the school, with ample parking for 
7 cars.  In addition to this there is a carpark to the rear of the 
school (less than a 1-minute walk) that can be accessed by staff, 
parents and members of the Community Centre.  
 

As above. 

1.6.2.3 Page 13 of the survey: ‘The gutter were noted to be blocked.’ It 
was late October on a rainy day.  This is an issue that can easily 
be remedied and as such should not feature in the survey.  
 

As above. 

1.6.2.4 Page 13 of the survey: ‘Some slates were missing or cracked.’ In 
comparison to the whole roof the number of slates that need to 
be repaired/replaced is minimal.  It is not causing leaks nor any 
damage to the internal property.  Again, we feel this is a situation 
that is easily remedied.  
 

As above. 
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1.6.2.5 Page 13 of the survey: ‘Some of the carpet ‘are beginning to 
show signs of age and display evidence of general wear and 
tear.’ This is an internal matter and does not affect nor impact on 
the condition of the ‘building’.  The carpets can be cleaned or 
replaced.  
 

As above. 

1.6.2.6 Page 13 of the survey: ‘A combination of plasterboard and skim, 
and vaulted plasterboard with exposed timber joists. It is unclear 
if the timber joists are painted with an intumescent paint. 
Paint timbers and make good. The majority of ceiling finishes 
appear to be in reasonable condition with isolated areas of 
outstanding repair.’ Ire the highlighted section - if this is unclear, 
surely further investigation should be undertaken before 
downgrading this section to a C category purely based on 
this.  The rest of this section highlights that the majority of the 
ceiling is in reasonable condition.    
 

As above. 

1.6.2.7 Page 13 of the survey: ‘In relation to the doors: They are unlikely 
to meet current fire safety standards and need to be replaced. 
Replace all fire door sets throughout the block.’ This is a 
hyperbolic statement.  We have had a recent fire safety 
inspection where all fire doors were deemed to be safe and met 
fire safety standards.  
 

Comment noted. 

1.6.2.8 Page 13 of the survey: ‘Cyclical redecoration required.’ 
Redecoration has taken place in both demountable classrooms 
within the past two years. 
 

As above. 

1.6.2.9 Page 21 of the survey: ‘Undertake fire risk assessment (with a 
quote attached of £1500).’ All of our fire risk assessments have 
been carried out with the fire safety inspectorate and our building 
has passed.  Reports can be provided on request.  

As above. 
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1.6.2.10 Page 21 of the survey: ‘Undertake an asbestos survey (with a 
quote attached of £1000).’ We have had an asbestos inspection 
within the last two years, and all is deemed to be well.  Reports 
can be provided on request.  
 

As above. 

1.6.2.11 Based on the contents of this Condition Survey and for the above 
reasons we do not agree with the downgrading from the previous 
B condition to the current C condition.  We do not feel that a 
categorisation of C can be used as a reason for closure when we 
believe it is clear to see from the above that many of the reasons 
that have attributed to the report are either factually inaccurate or 
minor remedial works that can be easily rectified.  We are not the 
only school that would have had drains blocked with leaves on a 
rainy and windy autumnal day.   
 

Comment noted.  Issues with the building is only 
one of the challenges facing Castle Caereinion 
school, as outlined in the Consultation Document.   

1.6.2.12 Building inspection was carried out in Autumn 2020 which has 
not been addressed due to the current pandemic, the diocese 
owns the building so would be of interest to understand the 
issues and when they will be addressed. PCC doesn’t own the 
building so have no extra costing to correct the building work that 
needs to be carried out, to bring it to a grade B which I believe 
we are at grade C currently with minor issues.  
 

Whilst the Diocese owns the building, the 
responsibility for maintenance of the school lies 
with the Council.  The Council prioritises 
maintenance/remedial works for schools by using a 
prioritisation methodology as part of the Schools 
Major Improvements Programme.  

 

1.6.3 Reference to disabled facilities 

 

1.6.3.1 The building had been adapted to suit the needs of our people 
with physical difficulties to allow access to the site independently 
and confidently. 
 

Comment noted. 
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1.6.3.2 My friend needs a ramp to help him get outside and we have a 
ramp and it makes him happy. 
 

Comment noted. 

1.6.3.3 Within FP we have a pupil with physical difficulties and therefore 
require additional equipment such as a K Walker, standing frame 
and corner seat to enable participation with the rest of the 
children. Even though these pieces of equipment are extremely 
large, we can accommodate them with no issues as we have 
plenty of space. 
 

Comment noted. 

1.6.3.4 As I also live in the village I have watched the school change and 
develop with many new resources and most importantly disabled 
resources to make it a very diverse school which cannot be said 
for all schools in Powys. The decision to on this school needs to 
be made wisely and I would say it has far more positives than 
negatives to keep it open. 
 

Comment noted. 

1.6.3.5 It has a dedicated body of staff and a school building with 
numerous adaptations for those pupils with additional learning 
needs, all of which will be lost if the school is allowed to close. 
 

Comment noted. 

1.6.3.6 We have ramped access to each external door and wide corridors 
to allow ease of access.  We also have a large disabled toilet with 
hoists, changing facilities and drop arm rests for the disabled 
toilet.  We currently have a year two pupil with significant physical 
needs and despite not living in the village his parents sent him to 
Castle because of the adaptations we have in place.  This pupil 
needs to use a large standing frame to complete aspects of his 
work, as well as walking with a frame and using a straight-backed 
seat for carpet time. In our large classrooms it is easy to facilitate 
his use of this large equipment. 
 

Comment noted. 
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1.6.3.7 The school has received considerable investment in terms of the 
specialised facilities it can now provide to meet the needs of a 
disabled child. This includes a dedicated disabled toilet area, with 
changing facilities, a hoist and drop-down toilet support rails. One 
of the school’s pupils with physical disabilities chose this school 
specifically because of these facilities. The school was also 
specially adapted to ensure that each entry to the building has a 
ramp that is wheelchair and walking frame friendly and the school 
has wide corridors and door frames that allow the pupil to move 
around the building freely in his frame. To require this child to 
move to a larger school and at a greater distance, will be 
disruptive emotionally and physically. The question must also be 
asked whether the alternative schools will be able to match the 
quality of the facilities available at Castle Caereinion school. 
 

The Council has a duty to ensure that school 
buildings are compliant with DDA legislation. It is 
acknowledged that the school has received 
investment to make adaptations. Should the 
school close, the Council would ensure that the 
requirements for pupils with additional needs are 
met at whichever school they may choose to 
attend. 
 
 

1.6.3.8 We have ramps in our school and wider corridors and bathrooms 
suitable for people with disabilities 
 

Comment noted. 

1.6.3.9 This school is good for people who are disabled because it has 
ramps to help them. 
 

Comment noted. 

1.6.3.10 There are lots of ramps to help the disabled. 
 

Comment noted. 

1.6.3.11 We have ramps and a big toilet for people with wheelchairs. 
 

Comment noted. 

1.6.3.12 Castle Caereinion CiW School is specially adapted to meet the 
needs of children with physical disabilities. We have ramp access 
to every entry point to the building. We have a large disabled toilet 
area, with hoists, changing facilities, disabled toilet with lowering 
arms. The building corridors are wide to allow ease of movement 
for wheelchair users and children with walking frames. 
 

Comment noted. 
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1.6.3.13 It has many disabled resources and this is a big plus for a village 
school. 
 

Comment noted. 

1.6.3.14 The school has recently undergone infrastructure improvements 
for disabled access. The potential closure of the school will add to 
the anxiety of students that require use of such facilities. 
 

Comment noted. Should the school close, the 
Council would ensure that the requirements for 
pupils with additional needs are met at whichever 
school they may choose to attend.  
 

1.6.3.15 We have no stairs because it is good for people in wheelchairs. 
  

Comment noted. 

1.6.3.16 The school has got a specially adapted changing toilet for anyone 
with disabilities as well as ramped access into the building. The 
school is also wheelchair friendly inside. 
 

Comment noted. 

 

1.7 Comments about the school’s outdoor facilities 

 

1.7.1 Our extensive outdoor grounds are perfect for outdoor learning.  To 
the rear of the building we have our own pond for pond dipping, a 
willow tunnel, a covered outdoor classroom area for the Foundation 
Phase.  We have a Forest Schools area where the children take 
part in outdoor activities to promote collaborative learning in line 
with the principles of the four core purposes.  We have a large area 
with raised beds where the children do planting.  We have large, 
grassed areas for both Foundation Phase and Key Stage Two 
pupils to play and learn within a safe fenced area.  To the front of 
the school, we have a large paved playground along with a grassed 
area with climbing play equipment.  This is all securely fenced in.  
 

The Council notes these comments about the 
outdoor facilities available at Castle Caereinion C. 
in W. School. 
 

1.7.2 Lots of safe outdoor learning space. Hands on gardening, nature 
study and outdoor activities. Two big sports fields, a playground, a 
garden, fenced pond and wild area. Safe local nature walks. 

As above. 
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1.7.3 We have a fun outdoor area with fun equipment to play on.  
 

As above. 

1.7.4 We have a large play area and even our own pond. 
 

As above. 

1.7.5 We have an outdoor seating area where we can sit down and do fun 
things like colouring and talking on the benches. 
 

As above. 

1.7.6 The school has well-developed gardens and grounds. 
 

As above. 

1.7.7 We have a great outdoors area for increased learning and forest 
learning, which is maintained by the parents. 
 

As above. 

1.7.8 In the school grounds there are random park equipment that are for 
the students to play on. 
 

As above. 

1.7.9 Our school has lots of space. In the back portion of the school there 
is a garden for class one to grow plants such as strawberries. Near 
to the garden there is a pond which is used to catch animals such 
as newts or unborn animals like frog spawn to show the life cycle of 
a frog. So the animals would be put in a fishbowl if the school were 
closed. We sometimes go on school trips and have an amazing time 
there. 
 

As above. 

1.7.10 We have a big playground. We make dens for action figures. 
 

As above. 

1.7.11 We have a nice outdoor area with seating, sheds, flowerbeds and a 
pond to do pond dipping. We have Forest Schools starting here and 
we are really excited for it.  
 

As above. 
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1.7.12 I've been in this school since playgroup and I loved being in the 
outdoor are a, we've got bikes, a mud kitchen, bug houses, a pond, 
and outdoor classrooms for our forest schools now that I am older. 
 

As above. 

1.7.13 We also have a garden with a pond and seated parts and out the 
front we have the yard with equipment on the grass. 
 

As above. 

1.7.14 In our school we have big outdoor areas, a pond, forest schools, 
playing equipment and flowerbeds. 
 

As above. 

1.7.15 We have extensive outdoor grounds that are ideal for the new 
curriculum learning. We have our own Forest Schools area, outdoor 
learning space and pond to enable real-life authentic learning 
experiences. 
 

As above. 

1.7.16 We have great outdoor areas that allow us to take our learning 
outdoors! We have our own pond to do pond dipping, seated areas 
and an outdoor classroom. We have raised beds where we can 
plant lots of different things. All of the garden areas are kept locked 
so that we can be kept safe inside them! We also have Forest 
Schools starting here and we are really excited about it! 
 

As above. 

1.7.17 The school enjoys a peaceful setting with stimulating outdoor 

learning areas including a pond and forest area to develop interests 

in nature and the environment. 

As above 

1.7.18 The school benefits from large outdoor areas with a pond, forest 
school area, and two outdoor learning environments for each 
classroom.   
 

As above. 

1.7.19 We have substantial outdoor space, including a pond for pond 
dipping, forest school area, large outdoor classrooms for FP and 

As above. 
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KS2, large playground and access to an additional ‘top pitch ‘where 
the children enjoy practising sports and participating on sports day. 
We have three raised beds for planting vegetables which we then 
cook with. Within short walking distance of the school is the church, 
a play park, a brook and many country paths for wonderful seasonal 
walks. Inside the building we have large spacious rooms. In FP we 
have two large classrooms linked to an adjoining door outdoor 
which allows for challenge areas and encourages independent 
learning. The classroom leads straight onto the outdoor learning 
area to the back of the classroom and the playground from the front. 
 

1.7.20 I like riding the bikes with my friends outside on the playground 
because I feel safe there. I like to help water the sunflowers that we 
are growing. We have lots of toys and fun activities to do when we 
have finished our work too. 
 

As above. 

1.7.21 In the back of class one we have a planting area. We have slides 
and a mud kitchen. 
 

As above. 

1.7.22 I really love coming to this school because we have lots of outside 
space to do climbing on our Adventure playground, a lovely field to 
run around in and outside our classroom we can get to our school 
pond and ride our tractors. 
 

As above. 

 

1.8 Reference to ICT equipment 

 

1.8.1 We have many tablets and updated white boards that provides 
equivalent education for the new curriculum. 
 

Comment noted 

1.8.2 We have a big ICT suite and laptops. The teachers have their own 
laptops 

Comment noted 
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1.8.3 We have a large ICT room full of computers, and there are also 
laptops and chrome books. 
 

Comment noted 

1.8.4 We have a vast range of 21st Century technology to enable our 
pupils to not only be 21st century learners, but lifelong learners. We 
have an ICT suit e which houses 12 PCs, we have 8 laptops and 5 
Chrome books along with 16 i Pads. This technology enables our 
pupils to have excellent access to apps, websites, virtual learning 
experiences that enrich their learning experiences. They have 
participated in live assemblies with a range of famous authors, Keep 
Wales tidy and Google. 
 

Comment noted 

1.8.5 We have our very own Computer suite, laptops and chrome books. 
We have enough equipment for everyone! 
  

Comment noted 

1.8.6 In the classrooms we have laptops, chrome books, electronic 
spellers, an ICT room, a mini library, iPads, clevertouch boards and 
lots of amazing really helpful learning equipment. 
 

Comment noted 

1.8.7 Each classroom has an interactive whiteboard which use clever touch 
technology, allowing children to be involved in hands on learning 
experiences. This year despite lockdown the whole school have 
taken part in live lessons with organisers such as Google for internet 
smart sessions, where the children were joined with Craig Williams, 
MP. They also took part in a ‘meet the author’ experience where they 
listened to three famous authors and could ask them questions, this 
was alongside 500 other schools in the UK.  More recently as part of 
Climate Change Week the children were joined by the Keep Wales 
Tidy team for daily live lessons where they were faced with a series 
of challenges around improving our planet. These experiences were 
in real time, they were current and the technologies within our school 

The Council is pleased that ICT provision has 
enabled children at the school to successfully 
continue with their education and extra-curricular 
activities during the pandemic. 
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were more than adequate to support them. As well as the interactive 
whiteboard the children benefit from having our very own computer 
suite with 12 PCs as well as a large number of laptops, chrome 
books and iPads. This wealth of technology allows children to 
complete their tasks on Hwb seamlessly with access for enough 
technology for one per pupil. The children would not have this 1:1 
access to ICT in a larger school. 
 

1.8.8 Our school is great because we have so many great resources. We 
have our very own ICT suite with PCs. We also have laptops, iPads 
and chrome books that we can use in class! Each classroom has an 
interactive whiteboard and these have been great at helping us to join 
in live assemblies with Google, a range of famous authors on World 
Book Day and more recently with Keep Wales Tidy for our Climate 
Change week. 
 

Comment noted 

1.8.9 There are interactive whiteboards in each classroom, enabling 
collaboration and virtual learning experiences. The school has its own 
computer suite, enabling each pupil access to a computer for their 
work. There are also sufficient iPads in school to allow pupils to carry 
out tasks with the use of this technology too. This provision is, in our 
opinion, significantly better than many other schools in Powys.  
 

There has been significant investment in digital 
equipment in all schools over the last two years as 
part of the Welsh Government Education 
Technology Programme. Most Powys primary 
schools now have a better ratio of devices than 
one device per pair of children.  

 

2. Comments about Church in Wales provision 

 

2.1 Links between the Church and the school 

 

2.1.1 This school has strong links to the local church, St Carmon 
Church, and I understand that the Christian ethos is important to 
the school.   
 

The Council notes these comments regarding the 
links between Castle Caereinion C. in W. School 
and the local church. 
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2.1.2 Our village school has strong links with St Garmon Church, Castle 

Caereinion and we are proud that the Church is at the heart of the 

school and its Christian Ethos.  

 

As above. 

2.1.3 As the local vicar I greatly value St Garmon’s church’s close links 
with Castle Caereinion Church in Wales school. 
 

As above. 

2.1.4 The school is a safe, two-minute walk from our Church and we are 
delighted to welcome the children to the church on a regular 
basis.  
 

As above. 

2.1.5 Being a CIW school we also spend time celebrating religious 
festivals within the church which is a stone’s throw away from the 
school and again the community enjoy seeing the children in this 
environment. 
 

As above. 

2.1.6 We have also periodically provided a Messy-Church after-school 
club which has been extremely popular with nearly all the children 
(approximately 90% take up rate amongst the pupils). 
 

As above. 

2.1.7 The school is a two-minute walk from the local church, enabling 
pupils to have a hands-on learning experience about their Faith 
and the importance of both the church and the school in this 
village.   
 

As above. 

2.1.8 This allows pupils to have hands on learning experiences of their 
faith and enables them to see faith in action through various 
services too.  The children not only participate in, but also lead 
important liturgical events such as Harvest, Easter and 
Christingle.  This provides them with authentic real-life learning 

As above 
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experiences of engaging with an audience and delivering readings 
to the parishioners. 
 

2.1.9 We can walk to our Church, it's only 45 seconds away. 
 

As above. 

2.1.10 We get to go to the Church to do weddings and baptisms and 
Harvest and Easter, they are fun.  
 

As above. 

2.1.11 Our school is close to our Church which is really good because 
we can walk to our Church for services. We go there to learn 
about God and for special events like Christingle, Harvest and 
Easter. We also go there for RE lessons where we have role play 
sessions and act out Baptisms and weddings. Our vicar, Rev. 
Steve is able to come to our school lots and is able to teach us all 
about Jesus and God. He might not be able to come to us if we go 
to another school. 
 

As above. 

2.1.12 Castle Caereinion school is a Church in Wales school not just in 
name but in ethos too. The children are taught to behave in a 
Christian way. They learn to treat others as they wish to be 
treated. They are taught the meaning of the symbols they can see 
displayed in school. Rev. Steve Willson is a regular attender at 
school, is a member of the governing body and takes the pupils in 
church for “Messy Church”. 
 

As above. 

2.1.13 As a Church in Wales school, the school is actively involved with 
the local church for key services such as Harvest, Easter, 
Christingle etc. where the children take a leading role in delivering 
the service and singing hymns with the parishioners. The Church 
is also used for some RE lessons and other related activities. This 
close relationship and involvement with the church will be denied 

The Council notes these comments regarding the 
links between Castle Caereinion C. in W. School 
and the local church, and the potential impact on 
pupils’ involvement with the church should they 
transfer to alternative provision. 
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to many pupils if they are required to attend their next nearest 
school, which in this case is Berriew. 
 

2.1.14 We are really close to our Church here and we get to do 
Collective Worship and our vicar comes into school to lead us in 
this too. We love getting to go to Church to do Harvest, Christingle 
and also doing role-plays for R E like weddings and christenings. 
We do Zoom meetings with the vicar now which are really fun! If 
we go to another school they may not teach us about religion or 
the Church as much and the parishioners will miss us. 
 

The Council notes these comments regarding the 
links between Castle Caereinion C. in W. School 
and the local church, and the concerns regarding 
the potential impact on the community should there 
be no school in Castle Caereinion. All schools are 
required to teach religious education, therefore 
should the Council proceed with the proposal to 
close Castle Caereinion C. in W. School, pupils 
would continue to be taught about religion at the 
alternative schools they transfer to, whether they 
transfer to alternative C. in W. provision or an 
alternative C.P. school.  
  

2.1.15 Despite Covid and lockdown restrictions we have continued to 
participate in half-termly assemblies which I have led via zoom 
when I have been unable to come into the school in person. The 
school assures me that this is something that the children always 
very much look forward to and this is evident from their excited 
reaction whenever I come into the building.  To remove this 
Church school provision would result in the loss of some of the 
children’s links with their faith.  
 

As above. 

2.1.16 Castle Caereinion is a Church is Wales school and therefore the 
church is the heart of the school. The vicar does assemblies at the 
school, whilst the children do harvests, plays and messy church at 
the church. The concern is that the school keeps the church going 
and the church stays at the centre of the school especially for 
those parents who want their children to go to a Church in Wales 

The Council notes these comments regarding the 
links between Castle Caereinion C. in W. School 
and the local church, and the concerns regarding 
the potential impact on the church should there be 
no school in Castle Caereinion. 
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school. Without the school the church would struggle to get the 
numbers it does I know this from our vicar. 
 

As indicated in the Consultation Document 
published in respect of the proposal to close Castle 
Caereinion C. in W. School, there is alternative 
Church in Wales provision within a few miles of 
Castle Caereinion at Welshpool C. in W. School. 
Any pupils wishing to continue to access Church in 
Wales provision would be able to apply for a place 
at this school. 
 

2.1.17 For many years the school has taken pride in being the only 
English stream Church in Wales school within the Llanfair Cluster. 
The school has strong links with the local church, working closely 
with Reverend Willson and the Diocese and embedding the 
values of a Christian education and ethos throughout the school 
and developing strong links with the local community around the 
Church, all of which would be lost and have a detrimental effect 
on the Church community of Castle Caereinion should the school 
close. 
 

The Council notes these comments regarding the 
links between Castle Caereinion C. in W. School 
and the local church, and the concerns regarding 
the potential impact on the church community 
should there be no school in Castle Caereinion. 
 
The Council also notes the comments regarding 
Castle Caereinion C. in W. School being the only 
English-medium Church in Wales school within the 
Llanfair Cluster. Whilst this is the case, Welsh-
medium Church in Wales provision is available at 
Ysgol Cwm Banwy which is within the Llanfair 
Caereinion cluster, and alternative English-medium 
Church in Wales provision is available a few miles 
away from Castle Caereinion at Welshpool C. in W. 
School. 
 

2.1.18 I am also one of the Churchwardens at St Garmon’s Church in 
Wales (CiW), the centre of Anglican worship within the village, 
and have personally witnessed the working links between the 
school and church. Restrictions with Covid19 have currently 
removed that physical activity from within the church premises but 
work to continue the link has continued from clergy, church 

The Council notes these comments regarding the 
links between Castle Caereinion C. in W. School 
and the local church, and the concerns regarding 
the potential impact on the church, the community 
and the pupils should there be no school in Castle 
Caereinion. 
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members, teachers, and governors. One of the strengths of the 
link between church and school has been the ongoing support 
from parents, neighbours, and other community members in 
attending various school events in the church; Christmas Carol 
Concerts, Christingle services, Harvest, Easter, Leavers services 
and the like.  
 
Additionally, the school regularly visits the church to learn about 
the history of the building and the graveyard, the types of service 
and how the church is vital to small communities. Interaction 
between church and school provides a wider cultural, social and 
community “belonging”. Experience shows the value of this to the 
community.  
 
Due to the close proximity of church and school, there have been 
regular Messy Church activities at St Garmon’s as part of after 
school activities. These have included, making the Advent 
Wreath, building a “Prayer Tree”, constructing insect hotels in both 
the school garden and churchyard, craft and other handiwork, 
much of which is normally on display within the church. Given that 
the church is normally open to visitors daily, this work has been 
seen by others and enabled friends and neighbours to visit and 
admire their children’s efforts. St Garmon’s church has a small 
regular senior congregation which is regularly bolstered by the 
community for special services, including Remembrance. Many of 
those who support the congregation at these times are past pupils 
and parents, their families and neighbours. Closing the school will 
remove these vital links between much of the community and the 
church which is needed for its survival. Should the closure 
proceed, pupils who no longer attend the school in Castle 
Caereinion will find their link to the local church non-existent, will 
no longer find the impetus and regular opportunity to enter the 
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building and will not be inviting family and others along to support 
them and their school. There is a grave risk that removing this 
essential and important aspect of community life will in the longer 
term be responsible for causing the closure and loss of the church 
in this community. 
 

2.1.19 We are the only Church in Wales School that is just a 2 minute 
walk from the local Church. This not only allows the children to 
embrace their Faith but also in a meaningful and real-life manner. 
They learn about their Faith and it’s importance in their life, by 
actually attending the Church, meeting the Parishioners, leading 
services. In a small school these opportunities are open for ALL 
pupils. In a larger school this is not the case. Welshpool Church in 
Wales School has too many pupils to fit in the Church in one 
Service, resulting in a loss of authenticity of the Community that is 
Church and Christianity. To close Castle Caereinion CiW School 
would most certainly see a reduction in Faith children in the 
County, and in my opinion this would be truly awful. 
 

The Council notes the comment about the proximity 
of the local Church to the school and how this 
benefits the children.  

2.1.20 We also have the Impact teams come to visit us with their big bus. 
This won’t happen if we don’t go to a Church school.  We all love 
it when the Impact bus comes!  The people from the Church link in 
with us a lot, they hold messy Church clubs. 
 

The Impact team visit schools across Powys, 
including Church in Wales schools and Community 
Primary Schools. 

 

2.2 Concern that pupils would not be able to access alternative Church in Wales provision 

 

2.2.1 Castle Caereinion is a Church school. Powys is offering 
students/parents alternative spaces based on geography (and 
presumably subscription) over and above religion. 
 

Should Castle Caereinion C. in W. School close, the 
Council is proposing that pupils transfer to their 
nearest alternative school. Should the Council 
proceed with the proposal, parents would be able to 
choose which alternative school they would prefer 
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their child to attend and could choose for their child 
to attend alternative Church in Wales provision 
should that be their choice. 
 

2.2.2 This is a Church in Wales school, they must be represented in this 
village. In addition to this the Schools Organisation Code 2018 
states that ‘where school provision is being reduced or removed, 
alternative school provision of the same nature (language category 
or, if relevant, religious character), wherever possible, should 
remain available and accessible to pupils in the local area’.   
 

Should Castle Caereinion C. in W. School close, the 
Council is proposing that pupils transfer to their 
nearest alternative school. Should the Council 
proceed with the proposal, parents would be able to 
choose which alternative school they would prefer 
their child to attend and could choose for their child 
to attend alternative Church in Wales provision 
should that be their choice. Alternative Church in 
Wales provision is available approximately 7 miles 
away from Castle Caereinion C. in W. School at 
Welshpool C. in W. School. There are sufficient 
places available to accommodate all pupils currently 
attending Castle Caereinon C. in W. School.  
 

2.2.3 The failure to designate an alternative CIW school as a first choice 
for parents is very disappointing and does, I believe, contravene 
the intention of the school organisation code which states that in 
considering alternative proposals, the local authority should be 
mindful of the need to consider issues of language and faith....” 
Where school provision is being reduced or removed, alternative 
school provision of the same nature (language category or, if 
relevant, religious character), wherever possible, should remain 
available an accessible to the pupils in the local area”. It is difficult 
to see that any, or any sufficient regard, has been given to the 
issue of faith or religious character in these proposals. 
 

As above. 

2.2.4 We have nearly 6000 children in the diocese who attend Church in 
Wales schools. These are the disciples of tomorrow who will take 

As above. 
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with them their values and beliefs they have acquired through their 
early education. Hope you consider the points that I have made 
and at least afford the children attending castle Caereinon the 
opportunity to continue their primary education at a Church in 
Wales school. 
 

2.2.5 The document makes reference to accessing the Church in Wales 
provision in Welshpool, however I would strongly object to this 
point in consultation, as PCC are not meeting the obligation to 
provide an alternative Church in Wales English stream education 
setting within our cluster area.   
 

As above. 

2.2.6 The Schools Organisation Code states that children should be 
provided with the same if not better experiences if being made to 
transfer to another school. I fail to see how their closest Church in 
Wales School is able to offer the same religious aspects as we do, 
when the sheer volume of children in that school automatically 
reduces pupils access to the opportunities that each and every one 
of our children have in relation to their Faith and taking part in 
Services. Please do not underestimate the Faith that is so 
important to all that we are and do in Castle Caereinion CiW 
School when making this decision. 
 

As above. 

2.2.7 The school and its pupils have forged very strong links with their 
local church and its community, something which cannot be 
replaced if your proposal proceeds as presented. The next nearest 
school is not a Church in Wales school and children will be denied 
that continuity in their Christian education and less parents are 
able to transport their child at their own costs to Welshpool CIW 
primary school. This is a cost that some parents will be able to 
afford, and they will be obliged to abandon a faith-based education 

As above. 
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and send their children to a non-faith school purely through 
economic necessity. 
 

2.2.8 In the most recent Church school to be closed by Powys the 
receiving school was also closed and a new school opened on site 
as a Church in Wales school. This is not on offer to the children of 
Castle Caereinion. 
 

Comment noted. The most recent change to a 
Church school involved two Welsh-medium primary 
schools. There is no other Welsh-medium Church in 
Wales primary school in Powys, therefore the 
decision in that case was to merge the two existing 
schools, one of which was a community primary 
school and one of which was a Church in Wales 
school, to establish a new Church in Wales school, 
to ensure continued access to a Welsh-medium 
Church in Wales school.  
 
In the case of Castle Caereinion C. in W. School, 
alternative English-medium Church in Wales 
provision is available a few miles away at Welshpool 
C. in W. School. 
 

 

2.3 Transport to alternative Church in Wales provision 

 

2.3.1 Powys have said they will only pay for the closest school but our 
village is a church in Wales school and pupils should have the 
opportunity to attend a faith school without it causing additional 
expense or hardship to their parents. 
 

Parents are able to choose any school for their 
child(ren), and if there’s a place at the school, then 
they can be offered a place.  However, the 
Council’s Home-to-School Transport Policy 
provides transport to a pupil’s nearest or catchment 
school and does not provide transport to 
denominational schools specifically.  If a parent 
chose a school that is not their nearest school, then 
they would be responsible for ensuring their 
child(ren) are transported to that school.  It is 
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recognised that if a parent didn’t drive, or have 
access to a car, then they would have to make 
alternative arrangements which could include 
private taxi/shared transport with other parents.  
The Council recognises that this may potentially 
have an economic impact on the parent.  
 
.  

2.3.2 There is a concern that should this proposal be approved by 
Powys Council’s Cabinet, that there will not be provision made 
available to provide pupils with free transport to the nearest faith 
school of choice. 
 

As above. 

2.3.3 As a Church in Wales School, I have concerns that children who 
would normally attend Castle Caereinion School will have to travel 
to Welshpool, should their families wish them to attend a faith 
school as both Berriew and Llanfair Caereinion schools are not 
faith schools. 
 

Comment noted. It is true that Berriew and Llanfair 
Caereinion are both C.P. schools. As indicated in 
the Consultation Document published in respect of 
this proposal, the nearest alternative Church in 
Wales school would be Welshpool C. in W. School. 
 

2.3.4 If parents are required to choose the next nearest school on the 
grounds of eligibility for free transport, Berriew is a County Primary 
and not a CiW school. This, in effect, removes parental choice for 
a Church in Wales school place on economic grounds. 
 

The Council disagrees with this comment.  Parents 
are able to choose any school for their child(ren), 
and if there’s a place at the school, then they can 
be offered a place.  However, the Council’s Home-
to-School Transport Policy provides transport to a 
pupil’s nearest or catchment school and does not 
provide transport to denominational schools 
specifically.  If a parent chose a school that is not 
their nearest school, then they would be responsible 
for ensuring their child(ren) are transported to that 
school.  It is recognised that if a parent didn’t drive, 
or have access to a car, then they would have to 
make alternative arrangements which could include 
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private taxi/shared transport with other parents.  
The Council recognises that this may potentially 
have an economic impact on the parent.  
 

2.3.5 It is important that pupils are given the opportunity to continue to 
be educated at their choice of faith school and that this should be 
a reasonable and affordable choice, taking into consideration 
transport costs. 
 

Welshpool C. in W. School is the nearest C. in W. 
school for pupils currently attending Castle 
Caereinion C. in W. School. This is 4.5 miles away 
from Castle Caereinion therefore the Council 
believes that this provides a reasonable choice of a 
faith school. However, if this is not the child’s 
nearest school, then transport arrangements would 
be the responsibility of the parent – the Council 
acknowledges that this may potentially have an 
economic impact on the parent.   
 

2.3.6 We would want to ensure children are given the opportunity to 
continue with their faith school of choice, and this should not be 
denied on the basis of affordability of transport. 
 

As above. 

2.3.7 According to the School Organisation Code “where school 
provision is being reduced or removed, alternative school 
provision of the same nature (language category or, if relevant, 
religious character), wherever possible, should remain available 
and accessible to pupils in the local area”. Provision has not been 
made to provide pupils with free transport to the nearest faith 
school as a first option, if that is the parent’s preference. 
  

Welshpool C. in W. School is the nearest C. in W. 
school for pupils currently attending Castle 
Caereinion C. in W. School. This is 4.5 miles away 
from Castle Caereinion therefore the Council 
believes that this provides a reasonable choice of a 
faith school. However, if this is not the child’s 
nearest school, then transport arrangements would 
be the responsibility of the parent – the Council 
acknowledges that this may potentially have an 
economic impact on the parent.  
 

2.3.8 If the Local Authority is to follow the School Organisation Code it 
would be wrong to only provide transport to the children’s closest 

As above. 
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school, Berriew CP School, as this does not offer the same 
Church in Wales provision that Castle Caereinion CiW School 
does. Therefore, to avoid removing Faith education from parental 
choice, the LA should provide free transport to the pupil’s closest 
Church in Wales School which is in Welshpool. 
 

2.3.9 The Local Authority have proposed free transport to the children’s 
closest school, however this is not a Church school. Therefore 
unless the council is prepared to pay the transport costs to the 
closest Church in Wales school then the Council is in breach of 
the School Organisation Code as on an economic level (transport 
costs for parents) you will be removing parental choice in sending 
children to a religious provision. 
 

As above. 

2.3.10 Our immediate concern as a Diocese, is that in presenting the 
options, there is no reference to a designated alternative Church in 
Wales school. This would be Welshpool Church in Wales Primary, 
and as such, parents should have the option to choose this school 
without having to meet the costs of that transport. 
 
According to the School Organisation Code “where school 
provision is being reduced or removed, alternative school 
provision of the same nature (language category or, if relevant, 
religious character), wherever possible, should remain available 
and accessible to pupils in the local area”.  Provision has not been 
made to provide pupils with free transport to the nearest faith 
school as a first option, if that is the parent’s preference.  
 

The options considered included federation and 
merger with Welshpool C. in W. Primary School. 
 
Parents are able to choose any school for their 
child(ren), and if there’s a place at the school, then 
they can be offered a place.  However, the 
Council’s Home-to-School Transport Policy 
provides transport to a pupil’s nearest or catchment 
school and does not provide transport to 
denominational schools specifically. 
 

2.3.11 If the Council does proceed with closure however, we would 
remind the Council that parents have positively elected for a 
Church in Wales school and this will be denied to them on the 
basis of the proposals as currently set out in the Consultation 

Welshpool C. in W. School is the nearest C. in W. 
school for pupils currently attending Castle 
Caereinion C. in W. School. This is 4.5 miles away 
from Castle Caereinion therefore the Council 
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Document. As a minimum, we would expect parents to be offered 
places at Welshpool Church in Wales School as a designated 
alternative school with free transport. If this was not offered, then 
the Diocese would be of the opinion that the Council have not met 
the provisions of the School Organisation Code 2018 which state 
that “where school provision is being reduced or removed, 
alternative school provision of the same nature (language category 
or, if relevant, religious character), wherever possible, should 
remain available and accessible to pupils in the local area”. If free 
transport is not provided, then the nearest Church in Wales School 
cannot be considered as “accessible to pupils”. 
 

believes that this provides a reasonable choice of a 
faith school.  However, if this is not the child’s 
nearest school, then transport arrangements would 
be the responsibility of the parent – the Council 
acknowledges that this may potentially be an 
additional cost for the parent. However, the 
provision would still be ‘accessible’.  

 

2.4 Other 

 

2.4.1 The Christian faith is historically the foundation for many of the 
building blocks of our society today. Many charities and 
organisations were founded by Christians. Christianity teaches that 
we should love one another and that love is patient, love is kind. It 
does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.  It does not 
dishonour others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it 
keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but 
rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always 
hopes, always perseveres.  
 
Whilst in the past there is no doubt that Christianity has caused 
great harm to many people, that has been reform within the church 
so that there is very little likelihood of that now being the case. 
There is an increase in spirituality of all kinds in modern society 
and ‘mindfulness’ is helping people to cope with their mental 
health. Faith schools are really important in giving children a 
spiritual base without forcing a particular faith upon them, provided 

Comment noted. 
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there is good governance, which is the case in Church of Wales 
Schools. 

 

 

3. Impact on pupils 

 

3.1 Concern about the impact of closing the school on pupil well-being 

 

3.1.1 Reference to the Covid pandemic 

 

3.1.1.1 The children have had disruption due to Covid and I think further 
disruption will not be good for their overall wellbeing.  
 

The Council accepts that any school reorganisation 
proposal creates a period of uncertainty for the 
pupils involved, and that this is exacerbated this 
year due to the Covid pandemic.  
 
However, the Council would expect that pupils are 
fully supported by their teachers and other staff at 
the school during any periods of uncertainty to 
minimise the impact on their wellbeing.  
 
Should the school close, the receiving school or 
any other school pupils would transfer to would 
provide support to pupils to aid their transition, 
ensuring a successful transition to their new school 
to ensure that all pupils can achieve their potential. 
 

3.1.1.2 In addition, our children are currently in a very vulnerable 
position, living through unprecedented times of Covid and the 
fragmented education they have received as a consequence of 
this over the last 12 months. The further uncertainty over the 
future of their school and the prospect of having to leave their 

As above.  
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friends and move to unknown schools is causing considerable 
anxiety and worry, which is having a huge impact on their 
wellbeing.   
 

3.1.1.3 All the children have struggled greatly since Covid hit, particularly 
with the uncertainty of periods in and out of school and we have 
great concerns on the impact on his mental wellbeing of having 
to move him to a new school. 
 

As above. 

3.1.1.4 Like all children across Wales, our pupils have had an 
extraordinary year in terms of the impact of the pandemic on their 
education, routine, mental health, wellbeing and social 
interaction. Powys County Council should be doing everything it 
can to provide stability and reassurance to learners and should 
not be providing further uncertainty and increased anxiety with a 
proposed closure at this time. The subsequent upheaval of 
having to move schools for children will cause stress and anxiety 
and affect our children’s health and wellbeing and provide 12 
months of worry and uncertainty.  
 

As above.  

3.1.1.5 Since the start of the pandemic the majority of the children have 
missed a considerable amount of time from school, due to school 
closure and blended learning. This has resulted in time away 
from their friends, living their lives completely different to what 
they have always known, and several children have become 
increasingly anxious. It has been incredibly heart-warming to see 
them back in school, smiling and adapting to the new way of 
living. They are fortunate to be in small numbers, allowing our 
most anxious children to feel more at ease. Move them now 
would be detrimental to their wellbeing and of their parents. 
 

As above. 
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3.1.1.6 Children are already struggling after this last year they need to 
be around the peolpe they know and numbers in class being at a 
smaller a number. 
 

As above. 

3.1.1.7 I think after this year it would have a massive impact on children 
at the school and it’s the wrong time to be closing it. 
 

As above. 

3.1.1.8 You are proposing to take away all of this from our children, at a 
particularly vulnerable time during the Covid pandemic, when 
you as an authority have been emphasising the health and 
wellbeing of our children as your top priority, yet you are letting 
our children down badly on this by going forward with this 
proposal at this time. 
 

As above.  

3.1.1.9 This would also prevent the emotional damage that will be done 
to the children in closing their school during the Covid pandemic, 
when so many have already suffered loss already. Allow the 
children time to adapt to the changes that the pandemic has 
made, whilst allowing the school time to show the growth it can 
make in this time. 
 

Comment noted.  

3.1.1.10 Pupils have had a traumatic time during 2020 / 2021 in dealing 
with all the uncertainty with the pandemic. They have done their 
best to cope with the circumstances, knowing there was light at 
the end of the tunnel, however, closing the school is pulling the 
rug from under their feet. The schoolchildren will be hoping they 
will begin to return to some normality over the next 18 months, 
instead Powys have taken the brutal decision to close their 
school and throw them into further turmoil and uncertainty. This 
decision is immoral and the timing is devoid of empathy. 
 

The Council accepts that any school reorganisation 
proposal creates a period of uncertainty for the 
pupils involved, and that this is exacerbated this 
year due to the Covid pandemic.  
 
However, the Council would expect that pupils are 
fully supported by their teachers and other staff at 
the school during any periods of uncertainty to 
minimise their wellbeing.   
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3.1.1.11 We have just gone through a global pandemic and children have 
missed out on so much routine and learning, to take away a 
place they know and love would be forgivable and children thrive 
and learn in places they feel most comfortable. 
 

As above. 

3.1.1.12 The children currently in the school don’t need more disruption in 
their school lives, after the disruption caused by the covid 
pandemic. 
 

As above. 

3.1.1.13 Children have been through enough upset and emotional stress 
over the last year with schools being closed during the 
pandemic. They do not need any more upheaval in their lives 
right now. 
 

As above. 

3.1.1.14 During lockdown I spent all year at home, doing schoolwork and 
being with my mum and dad as I don’t have any brothers and 
sisters. Sometimes I felt very lonely, and I was very sad and 
bored as I didn’t have anyone my own age to play with. The only 
thing I liked was a Thursday in the summer where I could go to 
school and see my friends and my teacher. I enjoy going to 
school. I feel safe there.  
 

Comment noted.  

 

3.1.2 General concern about pupil well-being 

 

3.1.2.1 Don’t close this school, unless you have attended or live in this 
community you have no idea the impact that closing will have on 
pupils’ lives. 
 

The Council accepts that any school reorganisation 
proposal creates a period of uncertainty for the 
pupils involved, and that this is exacerbated this 
year due to the Covid pandemic.  
 
Should the school close, the receiving school or any 
other school pupils would transfer to would provide 
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support to pupils to aid their transition, ensuring a 
successful transition to their new school to ensure 
that all pupils can achieve their potential. 
 

3.1.2.2 Don't close our school down please because it is OUR school. I 
feel sad when I think about it because I will miss my school, my 
friends and all my teachers. I want to stay here because I love it 
here. 
 

As above. 

3.1.2.3 If the school closed I would be super sad and would cry because 
we would never ever be in here again 

 

As above. 

3.1.2.4 Please don't close any more schools because I don't want any 
other children to be sad. 
 

As above. 

3.1.2.5 Should this closure plan be accepted, the children will be required 
to learn while adjusting to new environments and will face anxiety 
about change; the anxiety will create difficult amounts of stress 
that will affect learning. 
 

As above. 

3.1.2.6 The welfare of the community and the children should be top of 
the council's priorities. The uncertainty of where the council 
propose for the children to be schooled and the manner of 
transportation is causing a great deal of anxiety for the children 
and is at best described as cruel. Instead of taking the easy 
option and closing the school it should instead be supported and 
it's strengths built upon. 
 

As above. 

3.1.2.7 The wellbeing of the children and their families seriously needs to 
be considered in all of this.  
 

As above. 
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3.2 Concern that pupils would be separated from their friends 
 

3.2.1 If I had to go to a bigger school I could be split from my friends and 
I would miss them. 
 

The Council recognises that having friendship 
groups is very important to pupils, but there is no 
evidence that pupils wouldn’t be able to make friends 
in a larger school.  
 
Should the school close, the receiving school or any 
other school pupils would transfer to would provide 
support to pupils to aid their transition, ensuring that 
they make new friends in their new school. 
 
 

3.2.2 I don't want the school to close because I have a lot of friends here 
and if the school closes we will all be split up.  
 

As above. 

3.2.3 We are like a family in Castle Caereinion CiW School. Everybody 
knows each other really well and we all look after each other. We 
are all friends but if we have to move to different schools we will 
lose our friendships as we will all be split up. 

 

As above. 

3.2.4 You are forcing people to separate friendships splitting children up 
as they will not all be able to go to the same school any longer.  

 

As above. 

3.2.5 All my friends from school live in the village. Because of 
Coronavirus the only way I’m allowed to see my friends is at 
school. My school is where I learn things and I can be with my 
friends, I don’t want to lose my friends that I have now.   

 

As above. 

3.2.6 When I was told that you were going to close the school I started to 
get worried that you are going to split me and my friends up. I hear 
parents talking outside school asking each other “which school are 

As above. 
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you going to send him too?”, no one knows, and everyone is 
saying different schools! That means you are going to split us all 
up. I am going to lose 20 friends.  
 

3.2.7 I have lots of friends here and I will miss them if I have to go to 
another school. 

 

As above. 

3.2.8 It’s really good living in the same village as our school because we 
are able to meet up after school and play in the park.   
 

Comment noted. 

 
3.3 Other 

 

3.3.1 For those who walk to school it is good for their mental wellbeing to 
look and see what is around them in the village.  
 

The Council fully acknowledges that should the 
proposal to close Castle Caereinion C. in W. School, 
any pupils living in the village that currently walk to 
school are likely to be unable to walk to their 
alternative school. 
 

3.3.2 If you choose to close the school the children will be missing out 
on learning from very good teaching and support staff.  
 

Should the Council proceed with implementation of 
the proposal, pupils would continue to benefit from 
very good teaching and support staff at the 
alternative schools they transfer to. 
 

 

4. Travel implications 

 

4.1 The proposal would lead to additional travel 
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4.1.1 We live right by the school and see the children happily walking in 
each morning. What a shame it would be for them to have to 
travel miles to another school each day, twice a day! 

 

The Council recognises that many pupils attending 
Castle Caereinion school are able to walk to school.  
However, as stated in the Consultation Document, 
there are alternative primary places available at 
other schools within 10 miles of Castle Caereinion 
C. in W. School. Should Castle Caereinion C. in W. 
School close, it is not considered that the length and 
nature of journeys for pupils to alternative provision 
would be excessive. 
 

4.1.2 Children are going to spend more time travelling to different 
schools.  

 

As above. 

4.1.3 Children and families will be required to travel to the next nearest 
school, affecting family routines and creating a longer school day 
for children. 

 

As above. 

4.1.4 Bussing children to a larger school is a retrograde step in my 
opinion will be of no benefit to the children. 
 

As above. 

4.1.5 Your "vision" will lead to increased travel time for some parents.  
 

As above.  Should the school close, free home-to-
school transport would be provided to the nearest 
alternative school, in accordance with the Transport 
Policy.  
 

4.1.6 I think it's very wrong to transport children out of a village school 
to a different environment all together. These children have lost so 
much already due to covid and will lose so much more if this goes 
ahead 
 

As above. 
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4.1.7 Many of our pupils in the school live in the village and one 
concern I have is that if you close the school they will obviously 
have to travel further.  
 

As above. 

4.1.8 The expectation of additional travel will further add to the 
children’s anxiety.  
 

As above.  

4.1.9 Closing this school will mean our village's children will have to be 
transported to another area, what will that cost if transport is 
provided by the authority? If transport is not provided this will 
mean an increase in traffic on narrow rural roads with all the 
inherent risks this will entail. 
 

Should the school close, free home-to-school 
transport would be provided to the nearest 
alternative school, in accordance with the Transport 
Policy.  The estimated cost of this transport is 
£32,300 per annum.   
 
A risk assessment of all school transport routes is 
undertaken.  
 

4.1.10 You are talking about the transport, is there going to be a big 
additional cost to the education department to transport these 
children to other schools rather than Castle? 
 

The estimated additional cost of transport is £32,300 
per annum, as indicated in the Consultation 
Document. 

4.1.11 I want you to keep our school open because it is really close to my 
house. I can get to my school on bike if I have to go to another 
school then I won't be able to do that. I will have to go in my car or 
on a bus. I don't want to go on a bus I am only 6 years old.  
 

Comment noted.  However, many children in Powys 
go to school on a bus from the start of their 
schooling, with no detrimental impact.  

4.1.12 The school was one of the reasons why my husband and I chose 
this area to live in, as it is "on our doorstep" and will limit things 
like travel. I would not be happy with a young child travelling by 
bus everyday to and from school. 
 

Comment noted.  However, many children in Powys 
go to school on a bus from the start of their 
schooling, with no detrimental impact. 

4.1.13 I can walk to school since I live in the village and the school is in 
that village. 

Comment noted. 
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4.2 Concern about the impact on the environment 

 

4.2.1 Having to put on buses to transport children to schools, forcing 
people into taking their cars as there is nothing left for them in 
their local communities, surely this is not helping the environment. 

 

In the draft Impact Assessment published with the 
consultation documentation, the Council states the 
following:  
 
Implementation of the proposal would require 
additional travel for pupils currently attending Castle 
Caereinion C. in W. School for whom this is their 
closest school. This would have a negative 
environmental impact as more home to school 
transport would need to be provided to transport 
pupils to their nearest alternative school. However, 
the number of pupils requiring additional transport 
would be relatively small, and it is possible that they 
could be accommodated on transport which is 
already operating. 
  

4.2.2 With all the new houses being built they're going to want a local 
school and will have to use more fuel if Castle isn't there. 

 

The Council understands that there are housing 
developments in the area, however, should the 
school close, there are primary school places 
available within a 10-mile radius of Castle 
Caereinion.  
 
 

4.2.3 Pupils having to travel to a distant school is environmentally 
unacceptable. 

 

As above.  

4.2.4 Busing children is not green or kind. 
 

As above.  Many pupils in Powys travel to school on 
buses from the start of their education, with no 
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detrimental impact to pupils. As stated above, the 
Council has recognised the negative environmental 
impact of the proposal due to additional 
transport/travel. 

4.2.5 The increased carbon consumption resulting from taking our 
students to other schools some miles away cannot be a sound 
concept and must be discouraged. 
 

As above.  

4.2.6 Surely at a time when government are trying to encourage a 
reduction in road traffic as part of the drive towards carbon 
neutrality this is contradictory. 
 

As above. 

4.2.7 Issues of the environment are currently of high importance and we 
are all aware of the need for all decision making globally to first 
consider the potential for environmental damage and harm. 
Travelling short distances, locally, is surely preferable to asking 
pupils and their parents to make more numerous car journeys to 
get to school. When we are encouraged to walk more or use 
bicycles, how is it consistent to remove local services? 
 

As above. 

4.2.8 I find it duplicitous that the council talk about environmental 
responsibility but are happy to ignore the pollution caused by 
transportation of children out of the area by road transport. 
 

As above. 

4.2.9 If we go to other schools our friends might live in different places 
so we would need to have lifts to go and meet them. This would 
be bad for the environment. 
 

Comment noted.  

4.2.10 Currently 50% of our pupils live in Castle Caereinion and walk to 
school each day. If Castle Caereinion CiW School were to close 
100% of our pupils would need to use transport to get to their new 
school. Data taken from www.transportdirectinfo states that a bus 

As above. 
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generates 1.7kg of CO2 per traveller per daily journey taken. This 
equates to 16150kg of CO2 emissions per year going into the 
atmosphere. This is considerably higher than if Castle Caereinion 
CiW School were to remain open. 
 

4.2.11 Almost all of the children here can walk to school and home, but if 
you close our school we will have to drive to school. That is not 
good for the environment. 
 

As above. 

4.2.12 Most of us live in the village so at the moment we can walk to our 
school. If our school closes we may not be able to walk to our 
school and that will mean putting more cars on the roads.  That 
causes more pollution and that is not good for the environment. 
 

As above. 

4.2.13 We have a very high rate of local attendance with very few 
children coming from further away and as a result many of the 
pupils are within walking distance which surely suits the need for 
the councils plan to reduce the carbon footprint? 
 

As above. 

4.2.14 If you close our school everyone will have to drive and it’s bad for 
the environment.  
 

As above.   

4.2.15 My school is a mile away and next year I was looking forward to 
riding my bike to school. I won’t be able to do this if my new 
school is further away. The roads are too busy and my mum and 
dad won’t let me ride all that way. They will have to drive me to my 
new school, all of the other kids will have to be driven too and 
that’s not very good for the environment! I have been told that you 
might send a bus to take some of us to school, but I don’t want to 
go on a bus on my own. I am only 8.  
 

The Council recognises that, should the school 
close, it would be more difficult for a pupil to cycle to 
school.  
 
Many pupils in Powys travel on buses to school 
from the start of their education, with no detrimental 
impact.  
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4.2.16 What a shame to further contribute to emissions by popping yet 
another diesel driven bus on the road to cart our little children to a 
‘super school’ where they will not be offered the great education a 
small village school can. 
 

As above.  
The Council is not proposing to send children to a 
‘superschool’ – it is proposed that children attend 
their nearest alternative schools.  

4.2.17 It is also illogical and perverse at the very time when, in light of the 
climate emergency, the authority should be making every effort to 
reduce the carbon footprint of its residents and to limit non-
essential car use. 
 

As above.  

4.2.18 NRW stated in its latest report “A systemic change is needed to 
how and why people travel and what is transported." It promotes 
the concept of a 20-minute neighbourhood - pioneered by 
Melbourne in Australia - where urban society is designed so 
residents can meet virtually all their needs a short walk from 
home.  This is supported by Future Generations Commissioner 
Sophie Howe who said this was "not just about carbon emission 
targets - these solutions have wider benefits".  "We have an 
obesity crisis so the last thing we want is people sitting in their 
cars.  
 

As above.  

4.2.19 Environmentally it is also a poor decision – clashing with the 
report from NRW that time was running out to "avoid a 
catastrophic situation for Wales and the world". The report 
highlighted " the concept of a 20-minute neighbourhood – 
pioneered by Melbourne in Australia – where urban society is 
designed so residents can meet virtually all their needs a short 
walk from home." The report also says that "A systemic change is 
needed to how and why people travel". Future Generations 
Commissioner Sophie Howe said "the last thing we want is people 
sitting in their cars."  
 

As above. 



 

76 
 

 

4.3 Concern about impact on pupils’ access to after schools activities 

 

4.3.1 If children in the future have to travel further afield for their 
education, they would inevitably end up losing out on some extra-
curricular activities due to transport issues. This would greatly 
harm the education and development of the village. 
 

One of the advantages of the proposal, outlined 
within the Consultation Document, is: 
 
- Pupils would attend larger schools, which could 

provide a wider range of educational and extra-
curricular opportunities 

 
However, the Council has also recognised within the 
draft Impact Assessment that ‘it is acknowledged 
that there could be an impact on some pupils’ ability 
to access after school activities, and could impact on 
the ability of parents to take part in school events, 
meetings etc.’ 
 
The majority of schools in Powys rely on some level 
of home-to-school transport for their pupils, and 
schools are usually able to work with families to 
provide an appropriate level of extra-curricular 
activities for pupils, including clubs within the school 
day, shared transport with other parents etc.  
 

4.3.2 I am deeply concerned that if children have to be transported to 
school by bus, that they will miss out on very important cross 
curricular opportunities. 
 

As above. 

4.3.3 If pupils wish to engage in after school activities, this will be 
determined on the basis of whether their parents are able to collect 
them from school given the distances they will live from their nearest 
school. This assumes that parents’ working hours and ownership of 

As above. 
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a car makes that possible. It is likely then, that for some children, 
they will not be able to enjoy the same opportunities as their peers. 
 

4.3.4 The biggest impact on children will be the greater distances they will 
have to travel to and from school, and whilst they may qualify for 
free transport at the beginning and end of the school day, their ability 
to participate in extra-curricular activities may be significantly 
affected by parents working patterns and ownership of private 
vehicles. Children at Castle Caereinion currently enjoy a breadth of 
activities and are able to actively participate because the majority 
live within or very near to Castle Caereinion.  
 

As above. 

4.3.5 Every child in school would be entitled to free home to school 
transport. They would not get free transport from after school 
activities. It is pie in the sky for the consultation to suggest that 
there might already be Home to School transport travelling through 
Castle Caereinion to Berriew. Nobody goes that way.  
 

Comment noted. 

4.3.6 I know that there will be a bus to the nearest local schools. 
However what happens if the parents aren’t happy with those 
schools? and they don't drive. Or if they are happy with those 
schools, they go on the bus and then there is childrens’ after 
school clubs, meetings, etc. additional charges might be hard. 
 

Parents are able to choose any school for their 
child(ren), and if there’s a place at the school, then 
they can be offered a place.  However, the Council’s 
Home-to-School Transport Policy provides transport 
to a pupil’s nearest or catchment school.  If a parent 
chose a school that is not their nearest school, then 
they would be responsible for ensuring their 
child(ren) are transported to that school.  It is 
recognised that if a parent didn’t drive, or have 
access to a car, then they would have to make 
alternative arrangements which could include private 
taxi/shared transport with other parents.  The 
Council recognises that this may potentially have an 
economic impact on the parent.  
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In terms of after-school clubs, meetings etc, the 
previous comments in this section apply.  
 

4.3.7 If we go to another school we might not be able to stay to do after 
school clubs because our mummies and daddies would have to 
pick us up as we would miss the bus. This wouldn’t be fair, 
because we would never get to do the fun clubs that we can here 
in Castle school. 
 

In terms of after-school clubs, the previous 
comments in this section apply. 

 

4.4 Concern about the impact on low income families 

 

4.4.1 We understand Powys only intends to supply transport to the 
nearest alternative school, therefore financial support is based on 
geography, and this will deny choice to families on lower incomes.  
 

Parents are able to choose any school for their 
child(ren), and if there’s a place at the school, then 
they can be offered a place.  However, the Council’s 
Home-to-School Transport Policy provides transport 
to a pupil’s nearest or catchment school.  If a parent 
chose a school that is not their nearest school, then 
they would be responsible for ensuring their 
child(ren) are transported to that school.  It is 
recognised that if a parent didn’t drive, or have 
access to a car, then they would have to make 
alternative arrangements which could include private 
taxi/shared transport with other parents.  The 
Council recognises that this may potentially have an 
economic impact on the parent.  
 

4.4.2 A number of families in the village are on lower incomes. They 
generally find it better and easier taking their children to the 
primary school because they can walk, which is not only better for 
the environment, but good for physical health and it saves money 

Comment noted.  The Council recognises that, 
should the school close, pupils living in the village of 
Castle Caereinion who are currently able to walk / 
cycle to school would no longer be able to do so. 
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too. They would be forced to travel to other schools should the 
school be closed, and a mini-bus or some other provided school 
transport may need to be implemented if the school closes, so 
these families on lower incomes don't suffer. If not, then parents 
will not have a way to take their children to school elsewhere. 
 

 
Should the school close, free home-to-school 
transport would be provided for eligible pupils to their 
nearest alternative school, in accordance with the 
Council’s Home-to-School Transport Policy.  
 

4.4.3 Public transport to and from Castle Caereinion is not an alternative 
option to support students travel to and from school.  Any child 
from a low-income family will be disproportionately penalised which 
in contra to the 2018-2023 vision for Powys to be “established as 
an innovation base for learning, research and skills.” 
 

As above.  

 

4.5 Other 

 

4.5.1 Parents who are concerned about the distance younger children 
may need to travel, may decide to Home School. Whilst this may 
be satisfactory in many cases, there have been instances where 
Home Schooling has not been adequate and in one case was 
tragic. Integration of Home Schooled children into main stream can 
be challenging and costly. There may be a requirement in the 
future for inspection of Home Schooled children and that would 
also be costly compared to teaching children in a smaller primary 
school. 

 

Comment noted.  Elective Home Education for a 
child in a mainstream school is a choice any parent 
can make at any time. Electively Home Educated 
children are at no greater risk of harm from their 
parents than those that attend school: Welsh 
Government guidance clearly states that being 
Electively Home Educated is not a safeguarding risk 
in and of itself. Integrating children who have been 
Home Educated into school may be no different to 
integrating into school any child who has moved into 
the area. The Local Authority’s understanding is that 
Welsh Government is considering a requirement for 
all families who Electively Home Educate to be 
visited once per year: this is not the same as 
inspecting. Welsh Government have indicated that 
there will be funding provided to reflect this new duty 
(if and when it is implemented). The cost of this duty 
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is projected to run to no more than £50 000 per 
annum, which is considerably less than the budget 
for a school. 
 

4.5.2 Also parents will be forced into making difficult decisions as 
regards to where to send their children as transport to a preferred 
school may not be funded. They may also have other children in 
secondary schools which will create pick up and drop off issues 
and will not necessarily allow for children to attend the after-school 
activities that the council are saying will be more available.  
 

The Council recognises that a number of factors 
affect a parents’ choice of school for their child(ren), 
and that the availability of free home-to-school 
transport is an important factor.  However, most 
parents have to manage the complications of school 
opening times, transport and after-school clubs, 
especially if they have children in different schools – 
the Council does not think this is an insurmountable 
matter, and it would be for the parent to manage 
these arrangements.  
 
 

4.5.3 All I see is more stress on the children and parents within the 
week. Parents may also have to rely more on childcare or asking 
employers to be more flexible with hours which could mean extra 
costs on top of already having to pay more to transport their 
children to a school further away.  
 

Comment noted.  

4.5.4 I know numerous residents who don’t drive and would make there 
live extremely difficult to the point they would probably have to 
leave the village in order to get their children to school. 
 

Should the school close, free home-to-school 
transport would be provided to the child’s nearest 
school, in accordance with the Home-to-School 
Transport Policy.  

4.5.5 Transport has always traditionally been provided within the 
‘Llanfair Cluster’ area.  This has been funded transport into Castle 
school at Primary age and Llanfair school at Secondary age.  In 
addition, children accessing the Welsh stream of Primary 
education have been transported to Llanfair primary school.  Can 
PCC please clarify how these arrangements will now change – if 

The Council recognises that should Castle 
Caereinon C. in W. School close, pupils would 
transfer to alternative primary schools, and that 
some of these would be in a different secondary 
cluster i.e. Welshpool High School.  The Council also 
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the cluster routing for Castle Caereinion is changing, will transport 
now be provided to Welshpool High School from the village and 
funding to Llanfair High School stopped.  I currently have a child in 
Welshpool High school who does not receive transporting funding, 
I would be looking to appeal this position if this closure and 
changes went ahead.  I am aware this applies to a number of 
children in the village.  In addition, there are also children in the 
village accessing Welsh language primary education in Welshpool 
schools who are not funded.  I would again be encouraging these 
families to appeal their position should the cluster change take 
effect 
 

agrees that this would have transport implications as 
outlined below: 
 
The Council’s Home-to-School Transport Policy for 
learners transferring or being admitted to a Powys 
schools in the 2021 / 2022 academic year states the 
following: 
 
‘Home to school transport will be provided for 
learners who ordinarily reside in Powys to attend 
their nearest suitable school or catchment school. A 
‘catchment’ school means the nearest school within 
a geographic area. To be eligible for free home to 
school transport, the learners’ nearest school or 
catchment school must be:  
• The nearest to the learners’ home address and if 
so,  
• They are more than 2 miles from their home 
address for primary school (aged 4 -11) or more than 
3 miles for secondary school (age 11 to 16)’ 
 
Pupils who attend Castle Caereinion CiW School 
normally transfer to Caereinion High School and free 
home-to-school transport is normally provided for 
those pupils attending Castle Caereinion CiW School 
to Caereinion High School. 
 
Should Castle Caereinion CiW Primary School close, 
pupils living in the Castle Caereinion area would be 
provided with free home-to-school transport to their 
nearest or catchment secondary school.  In the case 
of pupils choosing to attend Berriew CP School, 
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Welshpool CiW Primary School or Guilsfield CP 
School, they would ordinarily transfer to Welshpool 
High School.  
 
Pupils currently accessing free home-to-school 
transport to Caereinion High School from the Castle 
Caereinon area would continue to receive this 
service until they finish their education.  However, 
this would not be available to pupils from Castle 
Caereinion if they have transferred to Berriew C.P. 
School, Guilsfield C. P. School or Welshpool C. in 
W. School unless Caereinion High School is their 
nearest secondary school.  This would have an 
implication for families who may already have elder 
siblings being transported to Caereinion High 
School.   
 
There may also be a potential impact on transport 
costs as there may be additional routes required to 
provide transport from the Castle Caereinion area to 
Welshpool High School.    However, it would be 
expected that the existing transport routes would be 
adjusted. The estimated range of costs for this is 
dependent on which school parents choose for their 
pupils, should Castle Caereinion close.  The 
following outlines the range of costs, depending on 
how many pupils require transport: 
 
Minimal costs – all pupils can be accommodated 
within existing transport provision for secondary, 
albeit some routes may need to be extended – £10 - 
£20 per school day - £1,900 - £3,800 per annum 



 

83 
 

 
Need to increase size of bus – approx. £50 per day 
- £9,500 per annum 
 
Additional Taxi required – approx. £60 - £75 per 
day - £11,400 - £14,250 per annum 
 
New bus required - £170 - £230 per day - £32,300 - 
£43,700 
 
Free home-to-school transport would continue to be 
available for pupils wishing to access Welsh-medium 
provision to their nearest Welsh provision.  
 
The Council has an appeals process for transport 
applications.  
 
 
 

4.5.6 Very young children having to travel on school buses with older 
students may see ‘role models’ whose behaviour could be less 
than satisfactory and could lead to a deterioration in behaviour 
overall. This may lead to a greater number of exclusions and a 
requirement for the provision of increased hubs for excluded pupils 
and extra counselling costs to improve behaviour which was set at 
a young age. 
 

Primary and secondary aged pupils already share 
transport elsewhere in the county, and, in many 
cases, are siblings.  
 
The Council and bus operators do not tolerate bad 
behaviour on school transport.  

 

5. Impact on staff 
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5.1 Many other people will be affected by the changes than just the 
school children and their families. Teachers, administrators, and 
support staff will all be affected with potential losses of careers. 
 

Should the school close, Staff currently employed at 
Castle Caereinion C. in W. School would be subject 
to a management of change process and be 
supported fully throughout the process.   

5.2 As well as the children losing friendships so will the staff. The staff 
enjoy coming to work, and are concerned about losing their 
income.  
 

As above. 

5.3 Right now with the global pandemic money worries are on 
everyone’s mind and if the school closes it will add to the stress 
and worry even more. 
 

As above.   

 

6. Impact on the community 

 

6.1 General concern about the impact on the community/village 

 

6.1.1 Please don’t close the school and kill our community! 
 

The draft Community Impact Assessment included 
with the consultation documentation has identified 
the potential impact of the proposed closure of the 
school on the community. It notes the extensive 
community use of the Castle Caereinion school 
building, and extensive links between the school and 
the local community.  This will be updated to reflect 
information gathered during the consultation.  

6.1.2 The closure of Castle Caereinion school will have a detrimental 
effect on the whole community. 
 

As above. 

6.1.3 The school is a massive part of our village that brings all the 
community and surrounds together. 
 

As above. 
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6.1.4 This school is an important part of this community.  
 

As above.  

6.1.5 The school should remain open. It is a vital part of the community. 
 

As above. 

6.1.6 Keep this small school open heart of a small community. 
 

As above. 

6.1.7 The village will lose the “heart” of this close knit community. The 
school plays a major role in the fabric of this beautiful village.  
 

As above. 

6.1.8 The closure will have a massive impact on our local community 
and this has not been properly considered. 
 

As above. 

6.1.9 We have all suffered enough, as closing our school will tear the 
heart out of our lovely village. 
 

As above. 

6.1.10 Losing in such a wonderful village school would be damaging for 
the close-knit community, it truly is the heart of the village.  
 

As above. 

6.1.11 It will be a huge loss to the community and I strongly believe that 
children will lose out as a result. 
 

As above. 

6.1.12 Put simply the closure of the school would have a massive 
negative effect on the children and the community.  
 

As above. 

6.1.13 To lose the school at this stage would lose the heart of the 
community and have a significant negative impact on the future of 
the village.   
 

As above. 

6.1.14 Very difficult to imagine how the life of our community will be 
without the vibrancy and involvement of our youngsters in their 
home school and church. 
 

As above 
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6.1.15 The school is a valuable part of the community for the children, 
families and wider parish area and closing it would be of a great 
detriment to all involved. 
 

As above. 

6.1.16 It would be a massive shame for the community of Castle 
Caereinion to lose its beloved school.  
 

As above. 

6.1.17 I believe that closing this school would have a detrimental effect 
not only to the pupils of the school, but to the wider community. 
 

As above. 

6.1.18 It will be difficult for the community as a whole to adjust. 
 

As above. 

6.1.19 I believe the school is so important for the village it is the heart of 
the village. 
 

As above. 

6.1.20 Small schools like this are invaluable to the local communities. 
 

As above. 

6.1.21 The school is a lovely church school and is the hub of the 
community. It would be like ripping the heart out of it if it was 
closed. 
 

As above. 

6.1.22 It is my view that the proposal to close Castle Caereinion school 
will have a detrimental effect on our children and the wider 
community. 
 

As above. 

6.1.23 The school is a special place in all our hearts and to close it would 
be unthinkable, ripping the heart out of the community.  
 

As above. 

6.1.24 Obviously if the school closes it will massively effect everyone 
involved with the school but it will also hit the community hard 
especially the people that live in the village.  
 

As above. 
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6.1.25 ‘Devastated’ is a word often used too lightly but we genuinely 
believe it is entirely appropriate to say that the closure of our 
school would have a devastating effect on the community on the 
community of Castle Caereinion. 
 

As above. 

6.1.26 If you close the school we are basically just a cluster of houses 
with a pub that is struggling to survive.  
 

As above. 

6.1.27 School is not just a building, it's the heart of a village, it's where 
social bonds are formed helping the community thrive. Without it 
the village dies and turns into a corridor for cars speeding 
through. 
 

As above. 

6.1.28 It is a poor plan that proposes throwing away good working 
schools, hollowing our valuable communities in an already 
sparsely populated countryside. 
 

As above. 

6.1.29 This will also devastate our community as not only losing our local 
shop last year but to lose the school when we have so much 
potential to grow our community. 
 

As above. 

6.1.30 The whole community will suffer at the loss of our little school. Not 
just the pupils and parents who attend. It would be a very 
regrettable decision indeed and will be yet another valuable 
community service taken away from our little village. 
 

As above. 

6.1.31 I feel strongly that the impacts from the closure of this to the 
community will be devastating and that these have not been given 
enough weight when coming to this decision.  
 

As above. 

6.1.32 I realise that saving money is the outcome desired but what about 
saving our community? 

A revenue saving to the Council is only one of a 
number of reasons for the proposal.  
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The proposal is intended to address the main 
challenges outlined in the Consultation Document: 

i) Low pupils numbers 
ii) High budget per pupil 
iii) Issues with the building 
iv) Combined age classes 
v) Leadership 

 
Following consideration of a number of options, the 
preferred option is to close Castle Caereinion CiW 
School, pupils to attend nearest alternative schools. 
 
The reasons for this are: 
 

- Would address the issue of low pupil 
numbers at Castle Caereinion 

- Would reduce the Council’s overall surplus 
capacity in primary schools 

- Revenue saving to the Council 
- Pupils would attend larger schools, which 

would be better equipped to meet the 
requirements of the new curriculum 

- Pupils would attend larger schools, which 
could provide a wider range of educational 
and extra-curricular opportunities 

- Pupils would attend schools with more 
suitable accommodation 

- Meets all of the Critical Success Factors 
 

6.1.33 Whilst I recognise the financial challenges that Powys County 
Council face and the need to review the education provision in 

As above. 
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Powys in line with the 21st Century Schools Programme, I do not 
feel that closing Castle Caereinion Church in Wales School would 
be a wise decision as any financial benefits are outweighed by the 
negative impacts on this community. 
 

6.1.34 I would propose that the wider impact of closure of the school 
needs to be explored more carefully and the whole community 
engaged in the consultation process by PCC, which has not been 
undertaken to date.   
 

All stakeholders have had the opportunity to 
participate in this consultation. Information received 
during the consultation about the impact of the 
proposal on the community will be included within 
the final Community Impact Assessment. 

6.1.35 In a questionnaire, conducted December 2018 by the Community 
Council, the school was ranked of significant importance to the 
community. Closure of the school and potentially the resultant 
closure of the Recreation Centre could add to the demise of the 
Castle Caereinion community 
 

Comment noted. 

6.1.36 The proposed closure of Castle Caereinion C in W Primary 
School would totally destroy the epicentre of the local community 
in Castle Caereinion. The school currently plays a vital role in the 
functioning and vitality of the local community. It’s closure would 
leave the village without a vital service, and would leave a gaping 
hole within the community. It is vital that Large Villages such as 
Castle Caereinion (as per Policy S P5 of the adopted Powys Local 
Development Plan (2011-2026) retain their key services such as 
primary schools to serve both the current and future children of 
the community. 
 

Comment noted.  

 

6.2 Concern about impact on the community centre 

 

6.2.1 If the school is gone what will happen to the Community centre?  
 

According to information supplied by the school and 
included within the draft Community Impact 
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Assessment, the school is the main financial 
contributor to the Community Centre.  Should the 
school close, the management committee of the 
Centre would need to consider how best to utilise 
the Centre so that it remains viable.   
 

6.2.2 Community Centre has strong links to the school and is unlikely 
going to be financially viable on its own. 
 

As above. 

6.2.3 Losing the school will also mean losing the community centre too. 
 

As above. 

6.2.4 What happens to our community centre when you close the 
school? I cannot imagine without the school on the doorstep this 
will be something we retain. 
 

As above. 

6.2.5 The school is closely tied to the Community Centre which is an 
important part of the community. There is a concern that closing 
the school would affect the ability of the community centre to 
remain open and so consideration should be given to the impact 
of this. 
 

As above. 
 
 
 

6.2.6 Our school is next door to the community centre. This is great 
because we get to have cake stalls, Christmas and Summer 
Fayres, school plays and tea mornings. All of the people from the 
village can get to come to these, so it helps us to work together as 
a Community. It is also a great chance for the older members of 
the community to get out of the house and to do something fun 
with us, the youngest members of the community. 
 

As above. 

6.2.7 If the school closes this puts into question the future of our 
community centre. The school is a huge financial contributor to 
the community centre and without the school where would the 

As above. 
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extra money come from? The residents of the village also get 
involved with our fetes and school plays as well. 
 

6.2.8 As I live in the village I am very concerned that we might lose our 
village hall if the school closes. Without the funding that the school 
provides I know that it will be a very hard time to keep the 
community hall going. If it went this could have a terrible effect on 
the people in the village as a lot of people in the village go to the 
activities that are held in the hall such as yoga, singing, bowls, 
and painting. Some of these people that go these activities only 
do this and this is there social activity once a week so we have to 
think about the detrimental affect it might have on them. 
 

As above. 

6.2.8 The Recreation Hall is reliant on the school as it is the primary 
source of income.  
 

As above. 

6.2.9 The school is the primary income generator for the Recreation 
Committee and without the school’s support would leave a 
significant gap in income which will be very difficult to bridge with 
other income sources in relation to the required outgoings.  
 

As above.  

6.2.10 Inevitably, because the school is the primary user (and therefore 
provides a high proportion of the Recreation Association’s 
income) the closure of the school would likely lead to the closure 
of the community hall as well. 
 

As above. 

6.2.11 If the school goes the village hall will be under real threat. It relies 
on part of its income for the school use of the hall during the 
school day. Take that income away and the hall will be under 
threat.  
 

As above. 
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6.2.12 There is a Community Centre used by a few small local 
organisations but without some of the school income this may 
suffer financially and be forced to close. 
 

As above. 

6.2.13 The school is the largest financial provider for the Community 
Centre and without this investment the Community Centre could 
be at risk of closure.  This would then provide another huge loss 
to the Community of Castle Caereinion. For many members of the 
community this acts as a lifeline for them, allowing them the 
opportunity to meet up with other people and to have an 
opportunity to participate in a wide range of activities. The school 
also use the Community Hall to hold events, such as bake sales, 
Summer and Winter Fayres, Messy Church Activity Clubs, School 
Performances. These events are always a great chance for the 
pupils and members of the Community to join. We feel very 
strongly that the Cabinet should examine the definite impact to the 
village if the Community Centre were to close, but without the 
school funding it is a highly likely scenario. 
 

As above. 

6.2.14 As outlined in the consultation, the school building sits adjacent to 
the Community Hall and this facility is utilised daily by the school 
during school week/term time. The school are currently the 
principal user of this facility and should the school close, this 
would be hugely detrimental to the future of the hall, as it relies on 
the revenue from the school to operate. It is very likely that the 
hall would not be able to continue to run and would be yet another 
facility lost to the community of Castle Caereinon, which has 
already lost its shop in the last 12 months. The Community Hall is 
a key part of the community which a number of groups meeting in 
it each week and provides the focal point for events within the 
village, losing these facilities will have a significant impact on the 

As above. 
 
The draft Community Impact Assessment also 
acknowledges the following:  
 
Information received from the school suggests that 

the school provides a number of facilities which 

could be attractive to families, and which increase 

the attractiveness of the community to potential 

young families.   
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village as a whole to attract new people and consequently have a 
negative impact on house prices within the area. 
 

Should there be no school in Castle Caereinion, it is 

possible that families would leave the village in 

order to live in the community of any alternative 

school, and that young families would be 

discouraged from moving to the village. 

 

The Council notes the comment about negative 

impact on house prices but it is not clear whether 

implementation of the proposal would have a 

negative impact on house prices in the area.  

 

6.2.15 The school works closely with the community centre which helps 
to keep it open by having use of the hall during the day, also by 
holding various fundraising functions – coffee mornings, school 
concerts, fete’s, etc. all of which are always well attended by 
residents of the village and surrounding area. 
 

As above. 

6.2.16 Additionally, if PCC were to re-assess the relief offered to 
community centers, this could force closure without the school’s 
financial support. 
 

The Council recognises that the school contributes 
financially to the Community Centre, and that there 
may be an impact on its viability should the school 
closed.  
 

6.2.17 Our community centre is at the heart of our village. Our 
community centre is linked to the school and there is a danger the 
proposed school closure would lead to the closure of the 
community centre. We can see no thorough and comprehensive 
investigation on the evidence of the impact of the proposed 
closure on the community centre within the consultation 
document. The community centre is the heart of our village and is 
important for the health and wellbeing of everyone. There is no 
other alternative option for our community. 

Information about the potential impact on the 
Community Centre should the school close will be 
included in the final Community Impact Assessment.   
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6.2.18 The Local development plan adopted by Powys County Council 
states the following: "...Powys citizens will be supported and 
empowered to lead active and healthy lives..." and "Powys’ towns 
and larger villages will be vibrant and accessible service centres. 
They will be the focus for integrating housing, economic and 
service development to meet their own needs and those of their 
surrounding communities." Our community relies on our 
community centre for a number of activities most of which are 
linked to improving health and wellbeing. The closure of the 
school will lead to the closure of our community centre and impact 
on the health and wellbeing of every single member of our 
community 
 

Comment noted. 

6.2.19 The school also has access to many outside areas with the 
attachment to the community centre. These green areas are also 
used by many of the families who live in the village as it means 
their children do not have to cross the road in the middle of the 
village to access the other playground. 
 

Comment noted. 

 

6.3 Reference to housing developments in Castle Caereinion 

 

6.3.1 We have a lot of new homes been build what about the children 
from these homes will family move in with no school. 
 

Information received from the Council’s housing 
department suggests there are approximately 40 
housing developments already completed, 
underway or planned in the area.  Some of these 
are affordable housing.   

6.3.2 The village is growing steadily with new housing in progress or 
planning sought, a proportion social housing with young families in 
mind. 
 

As above.  
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6.3.3 Houses are being built or have been built. 
 

As above. 

6.3.4 A lovely country school that needs to stay open with all the new 
houses being built. 
 

As above. 

6.3.5 New houses are now being built, bringing more young families to 
the village. 
 

As above. 

6.3.6 The village is growing, more and more new families are choosing 
to move into Castle Caereinion, your plans fail to take that into 
consideration.  
 

As above. 

6.3.7 There are a large number of houses currently being built on old 
farm land which will hopefully attract young families to the village, 
so school numbers are likely to grow. 
 

As above.  The Council’s department uses a pupil-
yield ratio of .45 children per new house built.  This 
is an estimate and does not necessarily lead to an 
increase in pupil numbers.   

6.3.8 Many new houses are being built in the village. Where will the 
support for these children come from? 
 

As above.  The Council’s department uses a pupil-
yield ratio of .45 children per new house built.  This 
is an estimate and does not necessarily lead to an 
increase in pupil numbers. 

6.3.9 Our village is growing too, we have more houses being built and 
people might not move here if there is no school. If you leave our 
school open then the new families will be able to send their 
children here and we can make even more friends.   
 

Comment noted. 
 
The draft Community Impact Assessment also 
acknowledges the following:  
 
Information received from the school suggests that 

the school provides a number of facilities which 

could be attractive to families, and which increase 

the attractiveness of the community to potential 

young families.   
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Should there be no school in Castle Caereinion, it is 

possible that families would leave the village in 

order to live in the community of any alternative 

school, and that young families would be 

discouraged from moving to the village. 

 

6.3.10 It is also important to note the significant housing development 
which is both on-going and proposed within the village. The 
additional housing being development will largely be occupied by 
families who would provide increased numbers of children to 
attend the school, thus imp roving the viability of the school going 
into the future. It makes no sense for the school to close and for 
future children of the village to have to attend other schools 
located several miles away from Castle. 
 

As above. 

6.3.11 There are builders building big new houses next to the school and 
I don’t know where those kids are going to go to school? I am sure 
that if they knew that there was a school across the road that they 
would all go there. How are the builders going to sell houses if 
they don’t have a school or a shop or anything? 
 
The village has planning permission for 31 three and four 
bedroom houses. School is at the heart of the community and will 
play a big part in attracting families to the area to access the 
wonderful education we offer. 
 

As above. 

6.3.12 Future housing developments within the village may depend on a 
good local village school as I know personally someone who has 
decided not to purchase in that community, due to the questions 
hanging over the availability of that school. Parents should have 
the choice of where to send their children.  
 

Comment noted. 
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6.3.13 The house prices will drop and I am sure building contractors will 
be reconsidering plans for housing developments as what do we 
have to offer prospective buyers. 
 

Comment noted. 

6.3.14 The decision seems to make no provision for the future of the 
families already in the village OR the development of housing 
already in the pipe-line, not to mention planning longer term. 
 

Comment noted. 

 

6.4 Closure of the school would mean that people would not want to live in Castle Caereinion 

 

6.4.1 There are new people moving into the village and they would not 
want to move here if there is no school. 
 

The Council notes these comments about people not 
wanting to live in Castle Caereinion, as outlined in 
the draft Community Impact Assessment that was 
published with the consultation documentation.   
 

6.4.2 Why would anyone want to live in Castle Caereinion anymore? 
 

As above. 

6.4.3 No one will move to the village if there is no school. 
 

As above. 

6.4.4 How can you expect people to want to live in CC when their 
children can’t go to a village school? 
 

As above. 

6.4.5 People may not consider moving into Castle Caereinion if there is 
no school, which will mean that other local amenities such as the 
pub, and the shop if a new one is opened, which is looking 
extremely likely. 
 

As above. 

6.4.6 Moving these children and closing the school will take the children 
out if the community and I fear will force People to move from the 
area also. This affects the surrounding areas as well as Castle 
Caereinion. 

As above. 
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6.5 Reference to the loss of other community facilities 

 

6.5.1 We as a village have lost so much, the shop, a regular bus 
service, and now the school may close. 
 

This information will be included in the final 
Community Impact Assessment, which has already 
identified the negative impact of the proposal on the 
community.  
 

6.5.2 The village lost its post office and now has lost its shop. Only the 
church, school and pub remain as social focal points. there can be 
little doubt that the loss of the school would be a severe blow and 
destine Castle to become a commuter village. Every effort should 
be directed towards preserving active and healthy village 
communities.  
 

As above.   

6.5.3 Village schools are important to keep villages alive. Castle 
Caereinion has already lost its shop because of the sad demise of 
Mike Rogers, to be a village with no shop and no school is the 
kiss of death. Are all the villages to become dormitories for local 
towns?   
 

As above.  

6.5.4 We have lost the shop during the pandemic which was a major 
village hub, if the school were to close that’s the heart of the 
village gone. 
 

As above. 

6.5.5 We have lost our shop, now this, what next? 
 

As above. 

6.5.6 Castle Caereinion, as a small community, has been fortunate to 
retain, until recently, a shop, a pub, a school, a community facility 
and a church. Having sadly already lost its only shop since the 

As above. 
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sad passing of the shopkeeper last year, the community can ill 
afford to lose its school as well.  
 

6.5.7 Castle Caereinion now has no shop, a church at risk and a pub 
which needs community life to support it. 
 

As above. 

6.5.8 The community recently lost its only shop due to the death of its 
long-term owner; the pub is working hard to keep going, the 
church as previously implied is attempting to gain the involvement 
of younger families. Losing the school will result in half of the 
necessary components of a thriving village becoming non-
existent. 
 

As above. 

6.5.9 The village has been able to sustain a school, a village hall, a 
church, a pub and until the untimely death of the shopkeeper a 
village shop. 
 

As above.  

6.5.10 There are no shops in the village, there is only one school.  
 

As above. 

6.5.11 There isn't much left. Shops and facilities close Post offices shut 
down. except wealthy pensioners buying the new houses on 
housing projects that only benefit prospectors. 
 

As above. 

6.5.12 Closure of the school will hasten the demise of our last community 
assets and leave Castle Caereinion as a dormant suburb of 
Welshpool with nothing to give it the vibrancy and life that we hear 
now echoing around during the school day. 
 

As above. 

6.5.13 Even the future of the church would be impacted as, currently, the 
school gives us a key opportunity for engagement with the wider 
community which is what leads to church growth. Therefore, in a 

The strong links between the Church and the school 
are acknowledged. However, the Council has a duty 
to review its school estate, to ensure that the 
infrastructure will enable the provision of the highest 
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short space of time the community could lose nearer all its 
facilities. 
 

quality education to learners across Powys in the 
future. 
 

 

6.6 The school brings the community together / is a focus for community activity 

 

6.6.1 The school brings the community together, through events such as 
school plays, etc. 
 

Information received from the school and included 
within the draft Community Impact Assessment that 
was published with the consultation documentation 
highlighted the strong links between the school and 
the community.  The Impact Assessment will be 
updated to include any additional information 
received during the consultation.  

6.6.2 Any events that happen at the school bring the community together 
and usually thats together in the village hall.  
 

As above. 

6.6.3 The school has acted as a vital 'keystone' in the life of the village 
for over 100 years. It’s not only a place of education, it has also 
been, and continues to be, the focus for virtually every community 
event and celebration. Its closure would reduce Castle Caereinon 
to being yet one more dormitory community. 
 

As above. 

6.6.4 Villagers played a part in the school’s after school activities i.e. 
Messy church – craft based activity. Also gardening with the 
children. The children welcome the villagers into their school 
throughout the year. The villagers have contributed a lot of money 
for equipment.  
 

As above. 

6.6.5 Small schools allow a community that by geographic location 
means that everyone and everything is spread out over a wide 
range to come together. 
 

As above. 
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6.6.6 Castle Caereinion is a Church in Wales school and has for a very 
long time been the link between the younger and older generation 
of the village which is essential for social cohesion. It promotes 
understanding and tolerance between the two groups, without the 
school this will be lost 
 

The strong links between the Church and the school 
are acknowledged. 

6.6.7 This school has a great setting in a lovely rural area with great 
community spirit. All the community is held together by the school 
with its strong Church ethos.  
 

The strong links between the Church and the school 
are acknowledged.  

6.6.8 The school is a focal point within the village and it can be a force 
for community building and unity. In a rural area such as this, the 
local community takes on a significant role and this is undermined 
when an institution is removed. Centralisation of any organisation 
often leads to an unbalance of resource allocation. Those areas 
with greater population will attract the greater resources and 
conversely, small areas of population will receive less attention. 
 

Comment noted. 

6.6.9 Villages, like Castle Caereinion, will only thrive if all the major 
constituent parts of the community are enabled to come together to 
share, build, support and work together for the future life of all 
residents, young and old. The school is an important part of the 
community. Please do not close it.  
 

Comment noted. 

 

6.7 Concern that pupils would no longer feel part of the community 

 

6.7.1 The closure of the school would lead to the children of our 
community being scattered to various neighbouring schools – 
Berriew (being the closest), Llanfair (for those with older siblings 
already in that high school) and Welshpool Church ion Wales 
Primary (for those wanting faith-based provision). This scattering of 

Comment noted.  This information will be included 
within the final Community Impact Assessment.  
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our children would have an extremely damaging effect on 
community cohesion. 
 

6.7.2 Castle school is at the heart of our community and is much more 
than ‘just a school’ for our children, it is a place of security and 
stability, a place to enjoy all year round and to the children it is 
‘their school and their community’. 
 

As above. 

6.7.3 Attending the local primary school within their own village gives the 
children a far superior grasp of their local community and that 
community’s identity. It also allows children to access more 
services within the school and helps them to make the most out of 
their education. 
 

Comment noted. 

6.7.4 It takes a village to raise a child. Looking to the future, self-reliant 
and sustainable villages will only flourish where essential services 
like Castle Caereinion School are retained and cherished. The 
relationships made at the school between children and families 
from the early years represents a store of social capital, which 
encourages volunteering and community self-help and ultimately 
makes lesser demands on the public purse and the health service. 
Closure of the school will be a dilution and loss to the quality of life 
in Castle Caereinion. 
 

Comment noted. 

6.7.5 The school is a very important part of our village. The children are 
able to join in with village fetes and events and also attend the 
church. The children get to meet and see people who live in the 
village and we get to meet and see them. Being part of the 
community gives the children a sense of belonging.  
 

Comment noted. 

6.7.6 Teaching independence and to value your own community, also 
keeps villages together and growing. Encourages children to return 

Comment noted.   
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as an adult. Gives young life at the centre of the community. 
Creates a web of connections with local people. A statement of 
where we place our values. Local friendships for life give a 
foundation that honours and respects the village. Less distance for 
children to travel. Sends a message Yes you can succeed on the 
local scale. A microcosm of the world. It can work from tiny 
beginnings. 
 

 

6.7.7 Children growing up in a village and going to their local school is an 
important part of their lives.  One of the nicest sights in Castle 
Caereinion is to see children of all ages playing together in the 
play park. 
 

Comment noted. 

6.7.8 Through its engagement with the community is fostered a sense of 
belonging and resilience in the children that have been fortunate to 
have benefited from an education at this wonderful school. 
 

Comment noted. 

6.7.9 It has long been recognised that younger children ie 5-11 year olds 
benefit more from the type of locally provided rounded education 
that a village school can provide. It is not a matter of equipment 
and resources, but quality of education provided at a village level. 
 

Comment noted. 

 

6.8 Comments relating to community well-being 

 

6.8.1 Castle Caereinion has over 50 farms and small holdings 
operational in the parish. With well-being of community residents 
being of high significance, the decision to close the school 
jeopardises the viability of the hall and would conceivably cause 
higher expense to PCC manage social welfare. 
 

The Council recognises that Castle Caereinion is 
located in a rural area with many agricultural 
holdings. According to information supplied by the 
school and included within the draft Community 
Impact Assessment, the school is the main financial 
contributor to the Community Centre.  Should the 
school close, the management committee of the 
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Centre would need to consider how best to utilise the 
Centre so that it remains viable.   
 

6.8.2 Castle Caereinon is a rural community and is built on its 
agricultural foundations with over 50 farms and small holdings 
currently operational in the ward.  Agriculture has a particularly 
high focus on well-being due to its solitary environment and this is 
of paramount importance within the community of Castle 
Caereinon which has the school and Community Centre at its 
heart.  
 

As above. 

 

6.9 Reference to previous generations of families that have attended the school 

 

6.9.1 The school has been part of our community for years and I 
attended it as a pupil 25 years ago where I grew and developed in 
a loving and caring environment. 
 

The Council notes these comments regarding 
previous generations of families that have attended 
Castle Caereinion C. in W. School. Whilst the 
Council is pleased to note that the school is well 
regarded within the community and by pupils that 
have previously attended the school, the Council’s 
priority is to ensure that provision of the highest 
quality continues to be available to pupils across 
Powys in the future.  
 
The Council’s Strategy for Transforming Education 
in Powys outlines a number of challenges facing 
education in Powys, one of which is a high 
proportion of small schools. A number of proposals 
are being taken forward in order to implement the 
Strategy, to ensure that all pupils across Powys can 
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benefit from the best possible opportunities in the 
future. 
  

6.9.2 Both my children attended Castle School, where we were able to 
walk every day, through the churchyard, often stopping at Mike 
the Shop’s for a pint of milk and 20pence worth of sweets. You 
are actively suggesting we further remove a wonderful feeling of 
community by closing the school. 
 

As above. 

6.9.3 I am proud to say that our children are third generation to attend 
the school over a period of 60 years, we have all benefited from 
the small village school education experience, one we have been 
pleased our children have had the opportunity to also experience. 
 

As above. 

6.9.4 My family has been part of the school for over 30 years. Myself 
and my husband both helped the school, and our 3 children went 
to Castle school.  
 

As above. 

6.9.5 I have had seven children go through and two grandchildren in the 
school, I believe in the school and what it offers. 
 

As above. 

6.9.6 This school is the heart of the community! It has been used by 
several members of my family - going back generations! My 
maternal great Grandfather, his daughter, my husband and his 
brothers, and our own two children! 
 

As above. 

6.9.7 My son is now the 4th generation to attend Castle CIW primary 
school after my Grandfather, father and myself our have attended 
the school and have lived in the village all our lives, my daughter 
has also attended the school, who is now flourishing in Caereinion 
high school and doing very well, 
 

As above. 
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6.9.8 I have lived in Castle Caereinion for 20 years and all my 3 children 
have attended the school before going on to University. The spark 
and enthusiasm for learning was ignited at Castle primary school 
where they could learn and develop in a happy and safe 
environment which carried them successfully through Llanfair 
High school and beyond. I still see the very same ethos in the 
school today. 
 

As above. 

6.9.9 Both myself and my daughter went to Castle Caereinion School 
and the education we received was second to none 
 

As above. 

6.9.10 I myself have many happy memories from going to this primary 
school, as I am sure many other villagers do as well. 
 

As above. 

6.9.11 I myself also attended the school as a child and loved the 
experience of a smaller school. 
 

As above. 

6.9.12 I myself attended the school, as did both of my children (whom 
thrived in a small school environment). 
 

As above. 

 

6.10 General comments about the closure of rural / village schools 

 

6.10.1 These schools are often the beating heart of these rural 
communities and by closing them the council is having the effect 
of damaging the economy of the county. 
 

The Council note these comments regarding the 
role of rural / village schools within their 
communities.  
 
The Council has prepared an initial draft community 
impact assessment which was considered by 
Cabinet when deciding to proceed to consultation 
and was published as part of the consultation 
documentation. This assessment will be updated to 
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reflect information received during the consultation 
period, and the updated version will be considered 
by Cabinet when determining whether or not to 
proceed with the proposal to close Castle 
Caereinion C. in W. School. 
  

6.10.2 No village should lose its school. Small schools are the heart of 
their communities. 
 

As above. 

6.10.3 Too many small community schools are closing. Leave them 
alone as they are the hub of any small community. 
 

As above. 

6.10.4 During these times, it has never been more important than to look 
after and to save our rural communities and amenities such as 
Castle Caereinion primary school. 
 

As above. 

6.10.5 I accept that the village like so many rural communities is fragile 
because there has not been enough opportunity for people to live 
and work in the rural communities and the local school being 
under threat makes the situation more difficult. 
 

As above. 

6.10.6 Since the lockdowns the benefits of rural life have been evident 
and becoming even more valued. Supporting and encouraging 
rural life is now being recognised as a key component to lower our 
carbon footprint. It’s time to value our rural life and build upon it at 
this time of hopeful regeneration from the pandemic. Please don’t 
destroy these essential parts of our communities. 

 

As above. 
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6.10.7 Now more than ever people need to feel the benefits of being a 
community, of being together and supporting each other and 
Powys should be fighting to keep rural communities in one piece. 

 

As above. 

6.10.8 Are these small Welsh villages being left to die? 
 

The Council disagrees that small Welsh villages are 
being left to die. However, the Council has a duty to 
review its school estate, to ensure that the 
infrastructure will enable the provision of the highest 
quality education to learners across Powys in the 
future.  
 

 

6.11 Queries about what would happen to the school building 

 

6.11.1 I would also be interested to know what the plans are for the 
building and grounds if this closure goes ahead. How will that 
affect our community? 
 

The Castle Caereinion C. in W. School building is 
owned by the Diocese of St Asaph. Should the 
Council proceed with the proposal to close the 
school, the Diocese would need to determine the 
building’s future use. 
 

6.11.2 What are you going to do with the school building, sell it, knock it 
down. It wouldn’t be suitable for houses because it’s so close to 
the community centre. 
 

As above. 

6.11.3 Without the school it’s doubtful that the buildings future and use of 
facilities would remain in Castle Caereinion which would be a real 
upset to both the school and the community. 
 

As above. 

6.11.4 Finally, I would very much like to understand your plan for our 
deserted schools if you have your way. What’s your strategy to 

As above. 
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undo the damage you are planning as you pursue financial 
efficiency? 
 

 

6.12 Other 

 

6.12.1 Could you use your powers to boost these communities, really 
help with some positive ideas for small poorer village schools? 
 

The Council recognises the negative impact on the 
community as outlined within the draft Community 
Impact Assessment published with the consultation 
documentation.   However, the Council has a duty to 
review its school estate, to ensure that the 
infrastructure will enable the provision of the highest 
quality education to learners across Powys in the 
future. 

6.12.2 Your consultation team is called Transforming Education, is there 
also a team for Transforming Villages? 
 

No there is no team for Transforming Villages, 
although the Council does have an Economic 
Regeneration team.  
 

6.13.3 Children who live in a rural location should not be treated the 
same as children whose parents live in a town. 
 

The Council has a duty to review its school estate, 
to ensure that the infrastructure will enable the 
provision of the highest quality education to learners 
across Powys in the future. 

 

7. Comments about pupil numbers / surplus places 

 

7.1 General comments about pupil numbers at the school 

 

7.1.1 I fully acknowledge the school is currently running on small 
numbers, however as outlined above, a new school model was 
implemented from September 2019 and this has not had sufficient 

The Council acknowledges that a new school 
leadership has been in place since 2019, and that 
additional pupils have joined the school.  However, 
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time to embed and develop, however there have already been 
additional pupils joining the school. 
 

pupil numbers continue to be very low and are not 
projected to increase significantly. 

7.1.2 The consultation document gives the current pupil numbers at the 
school as 23 and states they are projected to remain below 30 for 
the foreseeable future. This information is 6 months old. The 
current number is 25 which demonstrates that this is a growing 
school, even despite the challenges of the pandemic and the fact 
that some children seem to have left the school because of 
uncertainty over its future.  
 

The source of the pupil numbers included within the 
consultation document are clearly referenced. 
Current pupil numbers based on Teachers Centre 
data 21/06/21 are as follows: 
 
Reception: 4 
Year 1: 3 
Year 2: 4  
Year 3: 4 
Year 4: 4 
Year 5: 3 
Year 6: 1 
 
Total pupils: 23 
 
Information from the Council’s Admissions Team 
indicates that 1 pupil is due to join the school’s 
Reception class in September 2021. 
 

7.1.3 I understand that the school has low pupils and is expensive to 
run. 
 

Comment noted.  

7.1.4 Even though we are under the 30 pupils threshold we have had an 
additional two children attend despite the school closure and 
blended learning during Covid-19. 
 

Comment noted.  

7.1.5 We fought off closure in the 1960s with far fewer pupils. 
 

Comment noted.  
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7.1.6 People are going to get scared that the school with close and take 
their children out of the school which is such a shame. 
 

Comment noted.  

 

7.2 Pupil numbers will increase in the future 

 

7.2.1 Additional children will join the school in September and there are 
a further 9 children under the age of 4 years old living in the 
village, who are likely to start at the school over the coming years.  
 

Information received from the Council’s Admissions 
Team indicates that only 1 pupil is due to join the 
school in September 2021.  
  

7.2.2 With all the new build houses built in the village of the past few 
years and all the ones that will be going up in the next couple of 
years the amount of children attending the school will go up for 
sure and hence still the demand for the school. 
 

As stated previously, even with potential housing 
developments, it is not anticipated that pupil 
numbers will increase significantly. 

7.2.3 Post pandemic, working practices are changing which is leading 
to families seeking to move into more rural areas. This could 
impact positively on the numbers of children attending smaller 
schools and may impact on larger primaries requiring them to 
increase their capacity should numbers increase significantly.  
 

Comment noted.  The Council continually monitors 
the capacity of its schools and makes the necessary 
adjustments, if additional capacity is required.  

7.2.4 The number of children to attend the school will no doubt increase 
over the next 4-5 years with new buildings being made and the 
more in the future taking the school numbers to over 50, which in 
turn decreasing the budget share per pupil.  
There are more houses being built and possibly more that can be 
built on nearby land bringing more and more young families to our 
village and increasing the school numbers. 
 

Information received from the Council’s housing 
department suggests there are approximately 40 
housing developments already completed, 
underway or planned in the area.  Some of these 
are affordable housing.   

7.2.5 The numbers may be low at the moment but there is planning 
permission for further building of houses in the village and the 
numbers could change significantly. 

As above. 
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7.2.6 More family houses are being built here, so surely the school 
numbers will increase? 
 

As above. 

7.2.7 One reason why I think the school should not close is because 
there will be more pupils attending the school in the near future. 
This is because of the number of proposed developments of 
housing in the village. These houses are mostly affordable 
houses, which means young families with children are likely to 
come into the village and therefore use the school. This will boost 
the numbers enormously. 
 

As above. 

7.2.8 I believe that if the school were allowed another two years then 
the pupil numbers would most certainly increase, thus reducing 
the high pupil finances, the surplus capacity at the school and the 
need for closure. Planning permission for 31 houses has already 
been agreed for the area, this is in addition to the new houses 
currently being completed. These houses will be three and four 
bedroom dwellings that will most certainly bring families into the 
village. With a thriving school as the hub of the community it is 
certain that pupil numbers will increase from these housing units 
 

As above. 

7.2.9 Planning permission has been given for an additional thirty-one 3 
or 4-bedroom houses likely to attract young families to the village 
– with a local school in the village an attractive proposition for 
them.   
 

As above. 

7.2.10 The school website has been developed with a view to promote 
our school within both the local and wider community to raise pupil 
numbers.  This Government funded piece of work was completed 
in March 2020. Therefore, whilst current numbers may be below 
30, there is no justification for stating that pupil numbers are likely 

Even if pupil numbers increased over 30 in future, 
the school will continue to be a very small school.  
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to stay below 30 for the foreseeable future. In fact, given the 
current growth, the excellent work of the new Headteacher and 
the increasing size of the community growth above 30 is far more 
foreseeable. 
 

 

8. Comments about small/rural schools 

 

8.1 General comments about small schools 

 

8.1.1 The smaller schools help those thrive who may struggle in bigger 
classes. 
 

All schools, regardless of size, would be able to 
provide for the needs of their pupils. 

8.1.2 Because we are a small school we have more help from the 
teachers.  
 

All schools, regardless of size, would be able to 
provide for the needs of their pupils. Smaller class 
sizes would not necessarily mean that pupils receive 
a more individual education as there are a number 
of year groups and a wider age range of pupils in 
the class. 
 

8.1.3 I believe that small local schools are better for young children 
particularly in reception and year one classes. Teachers are able 
to form better relationships with both children and parents in these 
smaller environments. 
 

As above. 

8.1.4 Small schools have huge benefits, getting to know each and every 
child and nurturing them, helping them to grow as strong 
individuals. 
 

All schools, regardless of size, are expected to 
nurture, support and challenge all pupils in 
accordance with their ability.   
 

8.1.5 Smaller schools can provide more intimate and one to one 
education where it is needed. 
 

As above. 
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8.1.6 Its better being taught in a smaller school because there are less 
children so we get to have more help from the teachers. The 
children are all really friendly too, in bigger schools not everyone 
is nice to you all of the time. 
 

As above.  There is no evidence that children are 
less friendly in larger schools than in smaller 
schools. 

8.1.7 Smaller schools are better able to support the needs of individual 
children regardless of their first language. 
 

All schools, regardless of size, would be able to 
provide for the needs of their pupils. 

8.1.8 What are the children who require a smaller school so they get 
more one on one supposed to do because without the support a 
smaller primary can give them I don't think they're going to make it 
through mainstream. 
 

As above. 

8.1.9 Pupils of smaller schools are generally kinder and better behaved, 
and as I have already mentioned, do better academically and 
have better connections with their teachers, which I believe is 
paramount.  
 

There is no evidence that pupils in smaller schools 
are better behaved or achieve better academically.  
 
As stated in the Consultation Document in reference 
to alternative schools, including Welshpool C. in W. 
Primary School: 
 
The Council’s view is that all of these schools would 
provide education for pupils which is of at least 
equivalent quality as that provided at Castle 
Caereinion C. in W. School, therefore it is not 
anticipated that implementation of the preferred 
option would have a negative impact on standards 
and progress overall. 
 
All schools, regardless of size, are expected to 
nurture, support and challenge all pupils in 
accordance with their ability.   
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8.1.10 It should also be recognised that small schools bring benefits to 
children.  They have a high level of quality first teaching, with 
teachers who understand and cater for their individual needs.  
The benefit of being in a small school is the great opportunities it 
brings in terms of pupil voice and sports activities.   
 

As above. All schools are expected to provide 
opportunities in terms of pupils voice and sporting 
activities.  

8.1.11 The benefits children receive at a small village school is second to 
none and my children have been to both village and a 
superschool. 
 

As above. 

8.1.12 People like villages with schools because they are generally 
smaller, and parents prefer sending them to a smaller school 
because the atmosphere there is different to that of a larger school.  
 

As above. 

8.1.13 These smaller Community Schools are worth their weight in gold 
and should be kept open at all costs. They are building something 
special and should be encouraged, not closed. 
 

As above. 

8.1.14 It costs money to have these schools but they are jolly well worth 
it. You have to be here to know it is true. There are millions of 
points need making in favour of little schools and it is too easy to 
knock them. 
 

As above. 

8.1.15 Whilst you state that small schools are expensive to maintain and 
higher costs per pupil, they provide alternatives to the large 
schools which is extremely essential for all children. Keeping the 
small schools provides a choice, which provides the best option 
for all children which should be a consideration. One type does 
not fit all. 
 

As above. 

8.1.16 Small schools are every bit as important as larger schools. As above. 
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8.1.17 In a covered world, small class size and ample space should be 
something to celebrate. 
 

As above. 

8.1.18 As a person within the rural community I feel discriminated 
against with the decisions you have been making as regards to 
saving money by closing rural schools. They may be small 
however the children that attend are entitled to be educated within 
a rural setting without being forced into large settings which is not 
what a lot of parents want for their children, hence the choice of a 
smaller local school within the community. The school setting with 
mixed class ages allows the children that are thriving to excel and 
the children that struggle get the help and support they need to 
advance how they need.  
 

As above. 

8.1.19 The aim of education now is changing. Whilst in the past children 
could have been seen as entering the school system to be 
educated according to a formal pattern and then emerging 
prepared for a set type of adulthood of some kind, the world has 
changed. The aim of education now is to enable individuals to 
flourish as resourceful, independent and self-reliant adults who 
are able to make the best use of their talents. Small schools like 
Castle Caereinion are the best place for many children to start out 
on their journey to achieve this aim. The old education model of a 
sausage machine where children enter the education system and 
emerge at the end of the process in some kind of expected model 
and are rejected if they do not conform, is not appropriate for the 
future needs of Wales. 
 

Education in Wales is certainly changing with the 
introduction of the new Curriculum for Wales. All 
schools focus on developing their learners as 
individuals regardless of the size of their school. 

 

 

8.2 Concern about pupils having to transfer to larger schools 
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8.2.1 Bigger is not always better and normally means that problems are 
not spotted soon enough and bullying happens unnoticed due to 
the amount of children staff are expected to manage. 
 

The Council disagrees with this statement. All 
schools, regardless of size, are expected to treat 
each pupil as an individual and provide a pupil-
centred teaching and learning experience. All 
schools are required to implement an Anti- Bullying 
Policy. 
 

8.2.2 Bigger schools have more children and it is scary. 
 

Comment noted.  

8.2.3 In a bigger school it will be harder to get help from the teachers 
and there are bullies in bigger schools. 
 

The Council disagrees with this statement. All 
schools, regardless of size, are expected to treat 
each pupil as an individual and provide a pupil-
centred teaching and learning experience. All 
schools are required to implement an Anti- Bullying 
Policy. 
 

8.2.4 Bigger is not always better! 
 

Comment noted. 

8.2.5 I don't want to go to a bigger school because I know I won't get 
the same opportunities when there are so many more children. 
 

All schools, regardless of size, are expected to treat 
each pupil as an individual and provide a pupil-
centred teaching and learning experience.  
 

8.2.6 If we go to a big school we may not even be able to be in one 
committee or club. 
 

It is acknowledged that there would be more 
opportunity for pupils in a smaller school to be part 
of all activities due the pupil ratio within the school. 
However, all schools, regardless of size, have a 
range of committees and activities and schools are 
expected to ensure that all pupils can participate 
fully with these.   
 

8.2.7 I’ve been to a bigger school and the children weren’t kind to me. 
It’s much better here. 

Comment noted. 
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8.2.8 I go to gymnastics with other boys and girls and they go to 
different schools around Newtown and Welshpool. Some of them 
are bullies, and some are bullied, some are in classes that are 
massive, bigger than our whole school, and they don’t have nice 
teachers that care about them. I don’t want to get bullied I can run 
fast, but I am small and I am worried that people will pick on me. 
None of the teachers will look after me as they will have hundreds 
of other kids to look after too. My mum says that I am special, and 
I won’t be anymore. My teachers know when I can’t do my work 
and they help me. A new teacher won’t do that if there’s 30 other 
kids to teach.  
 

All schools, regardless of size, are expected to treat 
each pupil as an individual and provide a pupil-
centred teaching and learning experience. All 
schools are required to implement an Anti - Bullying 
Policy. 

8.2.9 Moving to larger schools which means less interaction with 
teachers causing pupils to mis key parts of the lessons and fall 
behind.  
 

As above. 

8.2.10 It is a very important school for children of all abilities, who might 
find it immensely difficult to fit into a larger school. 
 

As above. 

8.2.11 Some children simply do not thrive in the larger schools. They 
might find the sheer numbers of pupils intimidating and this will 
not help their already fragile self-confidence. It is also the case 
that many of children who struggle to keep up will try to remain 
‘out of sight’. The small school with consistent staff may be better 
placed to see those who try to retreat into the background and 
allow them the time and encouragement to face challenges rather 
than avoid them. 
 

As above. 

8.2.12 To cart our little children to a ‘super school’ where they will not be 
offered the great education a small village school can. I certainly 
would not be choosing to send my children to such a school. 

The Council is not proposing to ‘cart children to a 
super school’. Should Castle Caereinion CiW 
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 Primary School close, then pupils would transfer to 
their nearest alternative schools. 
 

8.2.13 In a big school there will be lot of noise from the people, cars and 
traffic. 
 

The Council disagrees with this comment. All 
schools, regardless of size, are required to ensure 
that the learning environment is comfortable and 
safe for pupils. 
 

8.2.14 The pupils are used to a quiet school, forcing them to go to bigger 
schools will be a big step for them. 
 

Comment noted. 

8.2.15 One thing we should of learned from covid is big is not always 
best. 
 

Comment noted. 

 

8.3 Reference to ‘Presumption against closure of rural schools’  

 

8.3.1 Small rural schools are protected by the Schools Organisation 
Code. It should not be seen as a paper exercise to reflect how the 
LA have met each of the criteria in there, but instead it should be 
genuinely looking at all possible options to prevent from closure 
based purely on finances and school size. What we should be 
looking at here is what Castle Caereinion CiW School can offer to 
pupils within the county that other local schools cannot. 
 

As stated in the School Organisation Code 2018:  
 
The second edition of the Code makes special 
arrangements in regard to rural schools establishing 
a procedural presumption against their closure.  This 
requires proposers to follow a more detailed set of 
procedures and requirements in formulating a rural 
school closure proposal and in consulting on and 
reaching a decision as to whether to implement a 
rural school closure proposal. 
 
This does not mean that a rural school will never 
close but the case for closure must be strong and all 
viable alternatives to closure must have been 



 

120 
 

conscientiously considered by the proposer, 
including federation.  
 
The Council has followed these requirements in 
formulating this proposal.  A number of options have 
been considered and are outlined within the 
consultation document.  
 

8.3.2 Welsh Government has put in place extra support for small rural 
schools and has placed a requirement on all Councils that closure 
should be the last option considered. This the authority has not 
done. 
 

As above.  

8.3.3 Whilst there are only 25 pupils currently in the school, and this falls 
within the Welsh Government definition of a ‘small school’, it is also 
listed as a ‘Rural School’ by Welsh Government in Annex F of the 
School Organisation Code. In such circumstances, “the case for 
closure must be strong and all viable alternatives to closure must 
have been conscientiously considered by the proposer”. Small 
numbers on their own are not necessarily sufficient to justify 
closure. 
 

As above.  Low pupil numbers is only one factor 
considered in the proposal for Castle Caereinion.  

8.3.4 There is now a presumption that the very last thing you do with a 
rural school, is to close it. Can you tell us the options that you have 
considered in Castle Caereinion, which is a rural school, and why 
you have decided that the only option is to close it? What options 
have you considered and why did you reject them? 
 

As above. The Council has followed these 
requirements in formulating this proposal. A number 
of options have been considered and are outlined 
within the consultation document. The reasons why 
each option was rejected are outlined in Appendix D 
of the Consultation Document. 
 

 

8.4 Reference to ‘Small and Rural Schools Grant’ 
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8.4.1 The school received a grant this year from the Small Rural Schools 
Welsh Government Grant Scheme to develop the school’s website. 
This is part of the school’s vision to increase pupil numbers at the 
school and the school has seen some small increase in numbers 
since January. New affordable housing developments (31 housing 
commitment units in the LDP) currently taking place in Castle 
Caereinion, are likely to draw in young families who will be looking 
for a local school.  
 

The Council acknowledges that the school has 
received funding from the Welsh Government’s 
Small and Rural Schools Grant.  
 
As stated previously, even with potential housing 
developments, it is not anticipated that pupil 
numbers will increase significantly.  

8.4.2 To close the school now would counteract the purpose of the Small 
and Rural Schools Grant and would thus be seen as a waste of the 
public purse.  Kirsty Williams, the education Minister, said about 
the dedication of this funding: 
  
• ‘Small and rural schools play an important role in our national 

mission to raise standards and extend opportunities for all our 
young people.’  

• ‘We are taking action and providing new funding to help small 
and rural schools deal with the unique challenges they face, 
such as small pupil numbers and issues in recruiting head 
teachers and staff.’  

• ‘This financial support will benefit pupils, teachers, and the 
wider community. I want to see rural schools working more 
formally together and across the country, forming federations 
and looking into the possibility of sharing buildings with other 
services to ensure school buildings remain viable.’  

 

The Small and Rural Schools Grant has been made 
available to support the school.  Should the school 
close, this would not be seen as a waste of the 
public purse as it has been utilised to support current 
pupils at Castle Caereinion.  

8.4.3 The Schools Organisation Code was strengthened in light of the 
Small and Rural Schools Grant – to close the school before the 
benefits of this funding have had chance to materialise goes 
against the principles of the Schools Organisation Code and the 
purpose of the Small and Rural Schools Grant funding. 

The Small and Rural Schools Grant has been made 
available since 2018.  However, the availability of 
this grant does not mean that the Council cannot 
formulate proposals for closure of schools.  
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9. Comments about other schools pupils might transfer to 

 

9.1 Comments about Welshpool C. in W. School 

 

9.1.1 The new school in Welshpool resembles a cattle market of children 
in my opinion.  
 

Comment noted. 

9.1.2 I do not wish for the school to be closed. Class sizes are already 
big enough at Welshpool CIW Primary which is where the majority 
of the children already attending these schools will go. 
 

Comment noted.  Class sizes at Welshpool CiW 
Primary School are currently as follows: 
 

Reg Total 

Year 1/2 B 22 

Year 1/2 G 23 

Year 1/2 J 21 

Year 3/4 B 21 

Year 3/4 G 21 

Year 3/4 TL 1 

Year 3/4 TP 21 

Year 5/6 M 25 

Year 5/6 P 24 

Year 5/6 TJ 24 
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FP Specialist Centre 8 

Happitots PreSchool 3+  PMs 17 

Happitots PreSchool 3+ 18 

KS2 Specialist Centre 13 

Reception 27 

Total 286 

 
 
 

9.1.3 If I have to go to another school like Welshpool I might not get 
much help from the teachers because they might not be able to 
help me. 
 

All schools, regardless of size, are expected to 
nurture, support and challenge all pupils in 
accordance with their ability.  

9.1.4 You would be failing my son by shutting this school his previous 
school was Welshpool and they could not meet his needs. Castle 
has helped my son no end with his learning. 
 

Comment noted.  

9.1.5 Making the children commute to Welshpool to a much larger 
school has no advantages. The standard of education in our 
school is high, will it be the same if they have to move to a larger, 
more impersonal school? Or will they become children whose 
principal vocabulary appears to consist of “eff off!”. 
 

As stated in the Consultation Document in reference 
to alternative schools, including Welshpool C. in W. 
Primary School: 
 
The Council’s view is that all of these schools would 
provide education for pupils which is of at least 
equivalent quality as that provided at Castle 
Caereinion C. in W. School, therefore it is not 
anticipated that implementation of the preferred 
option would have a negative impact on standards 
and progress overall. 
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All schools, regardless of size, are expected to 
nurture, support and challenge all pupils in 
accordance with their ability.   
 

9.1.6 We are also a faith school so where do we send our children of 
faith that do not want to send their children to a school the size of 
your Welshpool super school? 
 

The following schools are C. in W. schools: in North 
Powys: 
 

 Ysgol Cwm Banwy  

 Llandysilio C. in W. School 

 Montgomery C. in W. School 

 Forden C. in W. School 

 St.Michael’s C. in W. School, Kerry 

 Llansanffraid C. in W. School 

 Llangedwyn C. in W. School 

 Llanfechain C. in W. School 
 

 

9.2 Comments about Berriew C.P. School 

 

9.2.1 Are you splitting the school up at all? For example, if the nearest 
school only has 21 places, how are we going to then fit in? 
 

Should the Council proceed with the proposal, it is 
unlikely that all pupils would choose to transfer to the 
same school. There are sufficient places in the 
schools located within 10 miles of Castle Caereinion 
C. in W. School to accommodate all pupils currently 
attending the school. 
 

9.2.2 The Council are recommending closing Castle Caereinion for 
pupils to go to their closest alternative school, Berriew CP School. 
Yet, Berriew have mixed age classes. They have three classes, 
Reception and Year One: Year Two-Year Four and Year Five and 

All schools consider their class structure on a year-
by-year basis, according to the numbers of pupils in 
each cohort. The current structure at Berriew is not 



 

125 
 

Six. It could be argued that this cross-phase learning is detrimental 
to pupils in the Year two to four class.  Whereas at least in Castle 
School there is a clear differentiation between Foundation Phase 
and Key Stage Two. 
 

necessarily a permanent one. An increased intake 
could result in a completely different class structure. 
 

9.2.3 I believe Berriew CP school where the council's is suggesting as 
the nearest alternative school that also has three mixed age 
classes consisting of: 
 

1. Reception and Year 1 
2. Year 2, Year 3 and half of year 4 
3. Half of Year 4, year 5 and year 6. 

 

See above. 

9.2.4 Interestingly the school that the Council are proposing as an 
alternative for our pupils is Berriew CP school, which is also an 
Amber school.  However, this school is Amber based on standards 
not on having an Acting Headteacher in place. This suggests that 
the standard of education provision at Berriew is not equal nor 
better than the provision at Castle Caereinion CiW School, 
therefore under the school organisation code cannot be considered 
a viable option. The Schools Organisational Code states that, ‘the 
alternative would deliver outcomes and offer provision at least 
equivalent to that which is currently available to those learners.’ 
Whilst both Castle and Berriew schools have both been removed 
from Estyn monitoring, we believe it an oversight to not taken into 
account the colour coding of each of the schools and the reasoning 
for the coding. As in our view, this highlights an education 
provision difference that is not supported by the code. 
 

The National Categorisation has not taken place 
since 2019. As stated in the Consultation Document, 
it is the Council’s view is that all of these schools 
would provide education for pupils which is of at 
least equivalent quality as that provided at Castle 
Caereinion C.  in W.  School, therefore, it is not 
anticipated that implementation of the preferred 
option would have a negative impact on standards 
and progress overall.  During the last categorisation 
in 2019, Castle Caereinion C.  in W.  School, Berriew 
C.P.  School and Llanfair Caereinion C.P.  School 
was categorised as Amber whilst Welshpool C.  in 
W.  School was categorised as Yellow.  Guilsfield 
C.P.  School was classified as a Green school.     
 
Estyn’s response to the consultation states:   
‘ 
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 It is Estyn’s opinion that the proposal is likely to at 
least maintain the standard of education provision in 
the area.’ 

9.2.5 Castle Caereinion school has always sat within the Llanfair 
Caereinon cluster of schools. It has been raised and considered a 
number of times with PCC whether there were options to change 
cluster (and most recently in 2019). PCC have always maintained 
it is not possible to change cluster due to school transport. 
However, the consultation indicates the children would be routed to 
Berriew as their nearest school, this sits within Welshpool cluster 
and a different school transport route and will potentially change 
our children's whole future education route. 
 

The Council recognises that should Castle 
Caereinon C. in W. School close, pupils would 
transfer to alternative primary schools, and that 
some of these would be in a different secondary 
cluster i.e., Welshpool High School.  The Council 
also agrees that this would have transport 
implications as outlined below: 
 
The Council’s Home-to-School Transport Policy for 
learners transferring or being admitted to a Powys 
schools in the 2021 / 2022 academic year states the 
following: 
 
‘Home to school transport will be provided for 
learners who ordinarily reside in Powys to attend 
their nearest suitable school or catchment school. A 
‘catchment’ school means the nearest school within 
a geographic area. To be eligible for free home to 
school transport, the learners’ nearest school or 
catchment school must be:  
• The nearest to the learners’ home address and if 
so,  
• They are more than 2 miles from their home 
address for primary school (aged 4 -11) or more than 
3 miles for secondary school (age 11 to 16)’ 
 
Pupils who attend Castle Caereinion CiW School 
normally transfer to Caereinion High School and free 
home-to-school transport is normally provided for 
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those pupils attending Castle Caereinion CiW School 
to Caereinion High School. 
 
Should Castle Caereinion CiW Primary School close, 
pupils living in the Castle Caereinion area would be 
provided with free home-to-school transport to their 
nearest or catchment secondary school.  In the case 
of pupils choosing to attend Berriew CP School, 
Welshpool CiW Primary School or Guilsfield CP 
School, they would ordinarily transfer to Welshpool 
High School.  
 
Pupils currently accessing free home-to-school 
transport to Caereinion High School as their 
catchment secondary school would continue to 
receive this service until they finish their education.  
However, this would not be available to pupils from 
Castle Caereinion if they have transferred to Berriew 
C.P. School, Guilsfield C. P. School or Welshpool C. 
in W. School unless Caereinion High School is their 
nearest secondary school.  This would have an 
implication for families who may already have elder 
siblings being transported to Caereinion High 
School.   
 
There may also be a potential impact on transport 
costs as there may be additional routes required to 
provide transport from the Castle Caereinion area to 
Welshpool High School.    However, it would be 
expected that the existing transport routes would be 
adjusted. The estimated range of costs for this is 
dependent on which school parents choose for their 
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pupils, should Castle Caereinion close.  The 
following outlines the range of costs, depending on 
how many pupils require transport: 
 
Minimal costs – all pupils can be accommodated 
within existing transport provision for secondary, 
albeit some routes may need to be extended – £10 - 
£20 per school day - £1,900 - £3,800 per annum 

 
Need to increase size of bus – approx. £50 per day 
- £9,500 per annum 
 
Additional Taxi required – approx. £60 - £75 per 
day - £11,400 - £14,250 per annum 
 
New bus required - £170 - £230 per day - £32,300 - 
£43,700 
 
 
Free home-to-school transport would continue to be 
available for pupils wishing to access Welsh-medium 
provision to their nearest Welsh provision.  
 
The Council has an appeals process for transport 
applications.  
 
 
 

9.2.6 The nearest council-maintained school is in Berriew, but this is in a 
different catchment area to Castle Caereinion school. Will the fact 
that it is in a different catchment, affect its suitability as a receiving 
school? 

As above 



 

129 
 

 

 

9.3 Comments about other schools 

 

9.3.1 Prove to me that Llanfair will provide my son better education than 
Castle Caereinion, what grounds do you have to state this. 
 

As stated in the Consultation Document, ‘The 
Council’s view is that all of these schools (including 
Llanfair Caereinion CP School) would provide 
education for pupils which is of at least equivalent 
quality as that provided at Castle Caereinion C.  in 
W.  School, therefore, it is not anticipated that 
implementation of the preferred option would have a 
negative impact on standards and progress overall.’  
 
This has been reiterated by Estyn in its response to 
the consultation: ‘It is Estyn’s opinion that the 
proposal is likely to at least maintain the standard of 
education provision in the area.’ 
 

9.3.2 I also do not think that with all the other schools proposed to close 
the nearest schools Berriew or Llanfair do not and will not have 
enough space to transfer the children from Castle Caereinion 
school.  
 

The Council acknowledges that there are not enough 
places for the whole of Castle Caereinion C. in W. 
pupils at Berriew C. P. School or Guilsfield C. P 
School.  However, there are enough places for all 
Castle Caereinion pupils at Welshpool C. in W. 
School and Llanfair Caereinion C. P. School, and 
there are enough places available across the four 
closest schools.  

9.3.3 As a parent I can see the classrooms at Guilsfield seem full so I 
wonder about space at Guilsfield for any more children. I would 
think most children would go to Berriew? 

 
 

Most of the pupils currently attending Castle 
Caereinion C. in W. School live closer to Berriew C. 
P School. There are not enough places in Guilsfield 
C. P School for all the children in Castle Caereinion 
school.  
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9.3.4 Have you done a survey to find the numbers available across the 
schools for children? Meifod, Guilsfield and Llanfair primary? 
 

Information about the places available in each of 
these three schools and other schools located within 
10 miles of Castle Caereinion C. in W. School was 
provided on page 23 of the Consultation Document. 
 

9.3.5 What about those pupils that don’t want to go to Berriew, are there 
places for everybody anywhere else? Have people been asked 
where they would like to go? Would transport be provided to the 
alternative school of their choice? 
 

As above. 
 
The Council has not asked people where they would 
like to go, as no decision has yet been made to 
proceed with the proposal to close Castle Caereinion 
C. in W. School. 
 
Should the Council proceed with the proposal, 
transport would be provided to eligible pupils in 
accordance with the home to school transport policy. 
 

9.3.6 How many schools do we have the opportunity to go to and will 
pupils be guaranteed free transport to those schools? 
 

Should the Council proceed with the proposal, 
parents could express a preference for their child to 
transfer to any school of their choice. Transport 
would be provided to eligible pupils in accordance 
with the home to school transport policy. 
 

9.3.7 Just going back to the numbers and transport, are there going to 
be enough places in our nearest school if there are lots of schools 
facing closure? 
 

There are no other proposals currently underway 
which would affect any other schools in the area 
around Castle Caereinion. 

9.3.8 I know how this feels. We do have new houses going up in our 
village but our school Clyro Church in Wales primary, faces 
redundancy and closure by stealth. I wish you the best of luck. 
 

Comment noted. 

9.3.9 The two schools (Castle C and Berriew) are 2.5 miles apart but in 
the south of Powys a new school was built in Hay and Clyro school 

Comment noted. 



 

131 
 

was completely re-vamped and they are only 1.5 miles apart. 
Within walking distance. 
 

 

9.4 Comments about secondary provision 

 

9.4.1 There is no information in the consultation regarding our children's 
future Secondary school options or change of cluster route and I 
would seek clarity on this.  If the children are to attend Berriew, will 
they then be routed to Welshpool High School? Or will they revert 
to Llanfair High school as is the current situation?  
 

The Council recognises that should Castle 
Caereinon C. in W. School close, pupils would 
transfer to alternative primary schools, and that 
some of these would be in a different secondary 
cluster i.e., Welshpool High School.  The Council 
also agrees that this would have transport 
implications as outlined below: 
 
The Council’s Home-to-School Transport Policy for 
learners transferring or being admitted to a Powys 
schools in the 2021 / 2022 academic year states the 
following: 
 
‘Home to school transport will be provided for 
learners who ordinarily reside in Powys to attend 
their nearest suitable school or catchment school. A 
‘catchment’ school means the nearest school within 
a geographic area. To be eligible for free home to 
school transport, the learners’ nearest school or 
catchment school must be:  
• The nearest to the learners’ home address and if 
so,  
• They are more than 2 miles from their home 
address for primary school (aged 4 -11) or more than 
3 miles for secondary school (age 11 to 16)’ 
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Pupils who attend Castle Caereinion CiW School 
normally transfer to Caereinion High School and free 
home-to-school transport is normally provided for 
those pupils attending Castle Caereinion CiW School 
to Caereinion High School. 
 
Should Castle Caereinion CiW Primary School close, 
pupils living in the Castle Caereinion area would be 
provided with free home-to-school transport to their 
nearest or catchment secondary school.  In the case 
of pupils choosing to attend Berriew CP School, 
Welshpool CiW Primary School or Guilsfield CP 
School, they would ordinarily transfer to Welshpool 
High School.  
 
Pupils currently accessing free home-to-school 
transport to Caereinion High School as their 
catchment secondary school would continue to 
receive this service until they finish their education.  
However, this would not be available to pupils from 
Castle Caereinion if they have transferred to Berriew 
C.P. School, Guilsfield C. P. School or Welshpool C. 
in W. School unless Caereinion High School is their 
nearest secondary school.  This would have an 
implication for families who may already have elder 
siblings being transported to Caereinion High 
School.   
 
 

9.4.2 Traditionally the children from Castle Caereinion School went to 
Llanfair High School, but of late there has been a quite a move 
going to Welshpool High School. What will happen with that, will 

As above. 
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children still be able to go to Welshpool High School, and will they 
still get free home to school transport to Welshpool? 
 

9.4.3 So they would get free transport to Berriew school, presuming that 
Castle Caereinion closed, and from Berriew they would get free 
school transport to Welshpool School, even though they still live in 
Castle Caereinion? 
 

As above. 

9.4.4 Will they still be able to go to Llanfair High School like the normal 
catchment they have now? 
 

As above.  Parents from the Castle Caereinon area 
could still choose for their child(ren) to go Caereinion 
High School, but free home-to-school transport 
would only be available if Caereinion is this is their 
nearest secondary school.  

9.4.5 Furthermore, I have seen statements from PCC that there are 
accelerated conversations being undertaken regarding the 
language category at Llanfair Caereinion and therefore I strongly 
object that the consultation is taking place without this information 
in place as we cannot make a fair and educated decision about our 
children's future education without the language category being 
confirmed and propose that the Castle Caereinion consultation 
should be paused until this is resolved. 
 

On 18th May 2021, Cabinet approved a 
recommendation to establish an all-age school in 
Llanfair Caereinion, by merging Caereinion CP 
School and Ysgol Uwchradd Caereinion. The 
Cabinet report also included the following statement: 
 
‘dialogue will continue at pace with the temporary 
governing body and leadership of the new school, in 
order to move the school along the language 
continuum…If the outcome of this is the need to 
change the school’s language category, a further 
statutory process would be required to implement 
this – this will be reviewed following the 
establishment of the all-age school in September 
2022.’ 
 
 

9.4.6 The proposal to make the nearest school a Welsh school is very 
worrying. 

For the majority of pupils currently attending Castle 
Caereinon C. in W. School, Berriew CP School is the 
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 nearest alternative school, and the Council has no 
plans to change the language category of Berriew 
CP School.  
 

9.4.7 Castle is the only English-speaking Church in Wales provision 
within the Caereinion Cluster. Whilst we understand the desire to 
increase Welsh medium provision, we must acknowledge that a 
vast number of our pupils choose to attend English medium 
schools. Our feeder Secondary school is Caereinion High School, 
as such our pupils’ network with other pupils from the Caereinion 
Cluster in readiness for their transition. This does not just happen 
in Year 6, but throughout their time in primary through sports 
tournaments, young ambassador sessions etc. If children were to 
attend either their closest school or their closest Church in Wales 
school this would result in a change of secondary education 
provision for our pupils.  
 

The Council recognises that should Castle 
Caereinon C. in W. School close, pupils would 
transfer to alternative primary schools which would 
be in a different secondary cluster i.e., Welshpool 
High School’s catchment.  However, it would be 
expected that Welshpool High School would have a 
close relationship with the primary schools in its 
cluster and that opportunities would be available for 
primary pupils to take part in activities with the High 
School.  

 

9.5 Other comments 

 

9.5.1 It will also result in larger classes in other schools, I don’t think it 
would be good for the class sizes to increase, as the children are 
already struggling after impacts of covid 19. 
 

It is likely that, should the school close, pupils would 
attend schools where the class sizes would be 
bigger. However, smaller class sizes would not 
necessarily mean that pupils receive a more 
individual education as there are a number of year 
groups and a wider age range of pupils in the class.  
 
Schools cannot set class sizes above 30 in the 
Foundation Phase at the start of an academic year. 
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The size of the class does not determine how well 
pupils learn. The standard of teaching impacts 
directly on the standards of pupils’ education.  
 
 
However, the Council would expect that pupils are 
fully supported by their teachers and other staff at 
the school during any periods of uncertainty to 
minimise the impact on their wellbeing.  

9.5.2 I mean, school classrooms are rather big at the moment. Shutting 
smaller schools will only encourage larger classrooms elsewhere 
and the need to employ extra teachers or ta's which seem to be 
more than enough! 
 

All schools receive delegated funding through the 
Council’s funding formula, which is based largely on 
the number of pupils at the school.  If a school’s roll 
increases, the formula funding could change to take 
account of the need for additional classes.  
 
The financial modelling undertaken on the proposal 
takes the movement of Castle Caereinion pupils to 
other schools into account and estimates that there 
would be an annual revenue saving of around 
£58,000. 

9.5.3 That all the other little schools will then have to except more pupils 
and the numbers in class will be higher. 
 

As above. 

9.5.4 If you close Castle other schools may not have ramps and wide 
corridors or disabled pupils. 
 

The Council ensures that all schools are adapted to 
meet the needs of any child with disabilities.  

9.5.5 Wasn't one of Estyn's criticisms that the Council have not got 
children in schools that best meet their needs. To close this school 
would create a huge problem of having to adapt another school 
building to have the same facilities as ours (to provide for a pupil 
with Cerebral Palsy). 
 

As above. 
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9.5.6 My fear is that if we move the children now to different schools how 
safe would those schools be from your cull list or are we just to 
expect another move in a year because they no longer suit your 
requirements as they are not big and shiny. 
 

One of the Strategic Aims of the Council’s 
Transforming Education Strategy is to improve 
learner entitlement and experience.  In order to do 
this, it is necessary to continually review all schools 
in the county.  
 

9.5.7 Castle Caereinion School provides the children with a safe, warm 
and loving environment to learn and flourish to their full potential, 
something that cannot at all be provided by any of the alternative 
schools being proposed as the 'replacements'. 
 

The Council disagrees that the other alternative 
schools named within the Consultation Document 
will not provide a safe, warm and loving environment 
to learn and flourish to their full potential’.  All 
schools, regardless of their size, are required to 
provide safe and appropriate learning environments, 
and are required to nurture, support and challenge 
all pupils to achieve their potential.  
 

 

10. Impact on Protected Characteristic groups 

 

10.1 Impact on pupils with additional learning needs 

 

10.1.1 The school supports children with special needs extremely 
effectively. In a larger school I have little doubt that the children 
would be so well cared for. 
 

The Powys SEN/ALN strategy, agreed by Cabinet 

in November 2021, is committed to improving the 

provision for all pupils with SEN/ALN.  This includes 

pupils who can be educated in mainstream classes 

as well as pupils who require specialist provision.   

Pupils with ALN at all schools, regardless of size, 

would have the appropriate support to meet their 

needs.  

 

10.1.2 I have seen the care with which certain youngsters from our 
community who have special needs have been nurtured and 

Comment noted. 
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encouraged. I believe that our school is adequately capable of 
looking after these youngsters in a much better atmosphere and 
caring environment than can be expected at schools with larger 
student numbers. 
 

10.1.3 The school has an excellent reputation for the service provided to 
ALSN children. 
 

Comment noted. 

10.1.4 Our school caters very well for children with ALN and disabilities. 
If you were to close us what happens to the children who rely on 
the facilities we can provide? 
 

As above.  Should the school close, the Council 
would ensure that the requirements for pupils with 
additional needs are met at whichever school they 
may choose to attend. 
 

10.1.5 Our child is accessing the specific support he needs in his area of 
ALN and is thriving in his areas of strength, helped by the 
opportunity to learn with a mix of abilities. 
 

Comment noted. 

10.1.6 Castle School is a great fit for our son, who excels in some areas 
and requires SEN support in others, which through the small 
school and mixed aged model has been recognised and the 
appropriate intervention is being given. 
 

Comment noted. 

10.1.7 As a small school it provides a nurturing environment particularly 
for children with SEN, for which the school is particularly strong in 
supporting.   
 

Comment noted. 

10.1.8 Children on the ALN register can access interventions daily and 
all children know all members of staff well enough that they can 
turn to if they have any worries or concerns. 
 

Comment noted. 

10.1.9 As a parent I have an ALN child in this school that is flourishing 
being in small school setting. He has a few different needs but 

Comment noted. 
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one that he is currently being assessed on is autism. As he came 
from a bigger school before I know that this did not suit his 
needs, and was not given the time that he needs to assess things 
and I feel if he has to go back into a large school he will be lost 
and no longer get help that he so greatly needs. 
 

10.1.10 As you are aware we have quite a high percentage of ALN 
children, all who are accepted by the other children within the 
setting where as in a larger setting they would potentially be more 
targeted for bullying by other students. 
 

There is no evidence that children with ALN are 
subject to bullying in larger schools. 

10.1.11 Our school caters for a high proportion of ALN pupils, whose 
parents elect to send them here as they know that we can best 
meet their needs.  
 

Comment noted. 

10.1.12 We have a large number of ALN children and forcing them into 
large schools will greatly affect their learning. They are thriving as 
it is a quiet small school which is able to meet their needs. 
 

Comment noted. 

10.1.13 It is worrying to see that the Council have used ‘inequality to 
access SEN provision’ as point 8 of their rational for needing 
change in Powys. Stating that ‘currently not all pupils are 
educated in the setting that meets their needs best’. Yet they are 
proposing to remove a school that is specially adapted to meet 
ALN pupils with specific disabilities needs where larger schools 
are unable to.  
 

The Transforming Education Strategy, approved in 
April 2020, includes the following Strategic Aim: 
‘We will improve provision for learners with 
SEN/ALN’.  The statement on page 8 of the 
Consultation Document refers to one of the issues 
raised about education in Powys during the 
development of the Strategy, which included 
extensive engagement with schools and other 
stakeholders.  
 
Following that, the Powys SEN/ALN Strategy, 

agreed by Cabinet in November 2021, is committed 

to improving the provision for all pupils with 
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SEN/ALN.  This includes pupils who can be 

educated in mainstream classes as well as pupils 

who require specialist provision.   Pupils with ALN 

at all schools, regardless of size, would have the 

appropriate support to meet their needs.  

 

Should the school close, the Council would ensure 

that the requirements for pupils with additional 

needs are met at whichever school they may 

choose to attend. 

 

10.1.14 Section 1.3 of The Schools Organisation Code states that, 
‘Relevant Bodies should pay particular attention to the impact of 
the proposals on vulnerable groups, including children with 
Special Educational Needs (SEN)’. None of the other schools in 
the ten-mile radius have the same facilities as we do in order to 
support this pupil’s needs, so this child will be significantly 
disadvantaged by the closure proposal.  
 

Should the school close, the Council would ensure 
that the requirements for pupils with additional 
needs are met at whichever school they may 
choose to attend. 

10.1.15 Castle Caereinion CIW provides adequate ALN learning for 
children do other schools? 
 

As above. 

 

10.2 Impact on disabled pupils 

 

10.2.1 In a bigger school there might not be any ramps or any disabled 
toilets, we have those things here. 
 

Should the school close, the Council would ensure 
that the requirements for pupils with additional 
needs are met at whichever school they may 
choose to attend. 
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10.2.2 If disabled children go to a new school they might not have the 
ramps like we do. 
 

As above. 

10.2.3 Small schools are very important for the disabled community. 
 

As above. 

10.2.4 A big concern for losing Castle school is your losing disabled 
facilities for anyone who wants to go to a mainstream school. 
 

As above. 

10.2.5 By closing small rural schools you might find that it disadvantages 
children with certain disabilities, like for example a slight delay in 
development. Quite a lot of such disabled children would do well 
in small rural schools, but poor in mega schools. 
 

There is no evidence that pupils with disabilities 
achieve better in small rural schools.   

10.2.6 We currently have a pupil with Cerebral Palsy in school who uses 
the disabled facilities. If the school were to close you would be 
removing a provision that best suits his needs. 
 

Should the school close, the Council would ensure 
that the requirements for pupils with additional 
needs are met at whichever school they may 
choose to attend. 
 

10.2.7 The school has numerous adaptations for learners with additional 
needs which will not be replicated of they are moved to other 
schools. 
 

As above. 

 

10.3 Other 

 

10.3.1 A concern I have is some children can't cope in a large school or 
large class. They find it over bearing then come to a smaller 
school like Castle and it's a complete change for them in a 
positive way. Our existing school abides by the 2010 Equality Act. 
I am happy that they are continuing to in future because they are 
good honest hardworking staff. The children respond with an alert 
concern for each others well being. 

Comment noted. 
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10.3.2 Gender, Race, Marriage has no impact. 
 

Comment noted. 

10.3.3 Impact on no school meals and extra costing to transport would 
have a massive impact on my income to provide for my children if 
the school were to close if they are not eligible for school meals 
and transport. 
 

Free School Meals are available at any school in 
Powys for eligible pupils. Free Home-to-School 
Transport would be available for eligible pupils to 
their nearest school. 

10.3.4 I think you will be stripping lower income families of a vital lifeline. 
 

Comment noted. 

10.3.5 Closures if school always affect women as it means that mothers 
have to travel further to take children to school and this affects 
work opportunities for women. 
 

There is no evidence that closure of a school affects 
women specifically.  Free Home-to-School 
Transport would be available for eligible pupils to 
their nearest school. 

 

11. Issues relating to Finance 

 

11.1 The School Forum wishes to comment on the financial 
implications of these proposals for the overall schools’ delegated 
budget.  At our last meeting we agreed on the importance of 
making sure that any savings accruing from transformation 
proposals are retained within the overall schools’ delegated 
budget.  This is fundamental to the overall transformation 
programme being taken forward by the Council.  One of the main 
tenets of the overall programme is to reduce the overall number of 
schools so that the existing level of funding could be shared more 
equitably and resolve the existing problem of some schools having 
insufficient resources.  
 
There is a common sentence in each of the reports which says 
“Any savings would be reinvested in the Council’s corporate 
budget and any reinvestment in the schools’ system would be 

The Council notes the comment of the School 
Forum.  
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agreed as part of the annual budget planning cycle”.  This falls a 
long way short of guaranteeing that the savings will be retained 
within the overall schools’ delegated budget.  Essentially this 
means that it will be up to the Council each year to decide on 
whether the funding should be retained for schools or not.  This 
approach is very worrying as it could lead to the overall schools’ 
delegated budget being reduced as a result of the Council 
deciding that savings should be reinvested elsewhere. That runs 
very much against the overall plan to share the existing resources 
amongst a smaller number of schools and could result in the same 
problem we have now – not enough funding to run all the schools.  
 
Against this background can you please, when reporting back to 
the Cabinet on the results of the consultations for each of these 
schools, report the concerns of the Schools’ Forum as set out 
above and change the approach to how savings are to be treated, 
i.e. that they are ring fenced for use within the schools’ delegated 
budget. We have no comments to make on the transformation 
proposals themselves as the Forum only deals with financial 
matters.  
 

11.2 It was noted at the last meeting of the Schools Forum that in 
previous change projects calculations of overall savings in 
individual schools have not always turned out to be accurate.  This 
is, of course, easy to say with the benefit of hindsight and is no 
reflection on the professionalism of the officers making these 
calculations.  To help stress test these calculations can they be 
shared with the Forum at the next meeting please? 
 

Comment noted. 

11.3 It goes without saying that in schools where there are low pupil 
numbers the budget per pupil is going to be higher.  However, for 
all of the reasons stated above we believe this to be a short-term 

The cost per pupil is from the S52 budget statement 
which does not take account of transport costs.   
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issue that, if the school is allowed to remain open, will be 
addressed not only by the positive promotion of the school through 
the website and the networking with other schools that has 
increased over the past 18months but also through the new 
affordable housing that is happening in the village in the very near 
future. The council has outlined a per pupil budget overspend of 
£2,655 in Castle Caereinion in comparison to the Powys average 
of £4,264. However, when offset against the additional transport 
costs that Powys will need to make to send the pupils to their 
nearest school, this per pupil overspend reduces significantly. 
 

 
However, estimated transport costs have been taken 
into account in the financial modelling undertaken on 
the proposal and this suggests that there would be 
an annual revenue saving of around £58,000.  This 
is a different calculation to the cost per pupil, which 
is based solely on the school’s budget divided by the 
number of pupils.   
 

11.4 High budget per pupil – again I acknowledge this fact however, the 
school has been running in a well-managed positive budget 
position despite low numbers.  I would ask for clarification of how 
are the transport costs are built in/reflected in the budget per pupil 
across schools, as the consultation document acknowledges there 
will be an approximate £32,000 transport implication if the school 
is closed and this may change the position of cost per pupil stated 
for the receiving schools, hence effecting the budgetary argument 
of the consultation. 
 

As above. 

11.5 High budget per pupil. Inevitably, smaller schools do generate a 
greater per pupil share of the budget because of the fixed costs 
they are unable to control (staffing, premises etc). Whilst funding 
for schools must be spent judiciously, the cost of maintaining 
existing places at Castle Caereinion is not a huge amount of 
money given that additional transport costs need to be factored 
into the final solution. Based on the Council’s Section 52 Budget 
Statement for 2020-21, the school’s budget share per pupil during 
2020-21 was £6,919 compared to the Powys average of £4,264. 
This gives an additional cost of £61,065 for 23 pupils. However, 
the Council would also be obliged to meet additional transport 

The cost per pupil is from the S52 budget statement 
which does not take account of transport costs.   
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costs of £32,300 per annum if all pupils attended their next 
nearest school and approximately £43,067 per annum if pupils 
were to access a Church in Wales school place (at Welshpool). If 
pupil numbers do increase at Castle Caereinion as a result of 
housing developments, the margin of difference will be further 
reduced. 
 

11.6 I know the funding of small schools is always going to be an issue, 
but they should give the school a chance. 
 

Comment noted. 

11.7 We don’t spend a lot of money, our families give money for any 
extras that the school needs and the council probably spend more 
on the internet than we cost. Who are we hurting? All you’ll do is 
hurt us. 
 

The Council recognises the contribution that families 
make to raise funds for the school.  However, the 
aim of the proposal is to improve learner entitlement 
and experience.  

11.8 Providing transport to Church in Wales provision would then have 
increased transport costs from those proposed in section 18 of the 
Consultation document. This further increase would likely negate 
the proposed budget per pupil saving that the Council are using as 
a rationale for school closure. 
 

The Council recognises that, should the school 
close, there would be additional transport costs to 
this proposal estimated at approximately £32,000.  
These have been based on the nearest alternative 
school for pupils currently attending Castle 
Caereinion C. in W. School.  As the Council does 
not provide free home-to-school transport to 
denominational schools, then the cost of transport to 
Welshpool C. in W. School (other than for those 
children for whom this school is their nearest 
alternative school) have not been costed.  
 
 
It should be noted that the cost per pupil figure does 
not include transport costs. 
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11.9 The cost saving for closing the school is minimal, but the impact 
on our community and school children is huge, the proposed 
closure should be stopped. 
 

Comment noted. 

11.10 Why do you need to close the school is it just to save money? 
 

The proposal is intended to address the main 
challenges outlined in the Consultation Document: 

vi) Low pupil numbers 
vii) High budget per pupil 
viii) Issues with the building 
ix) Combined age classes 
x) Leadership 

 
Following consideration of a number of options, the 
preferred option is to close Castle Caereinion CiW 
School, pupils to attend nearest alternative schools. 
 
The reasons for this are: 
 

- Would address the issue of low pupil 
numbers at Castle Caereinion 

- Would reduce the Council’s overall surplus 
capacity in primary schools 

- Revenue saving to the Council 
- Pupils would attend larger schools, which 

would be better equipped to meet the 
requirements of the new curriculum 

- Pupils would attend larger schools, which 
could provide a wider range of educational 
and extra-curricular opportunities 

- Pupils would attend schools with more 
suitable accommodation 

- Meets all of the Critical Success Factors 
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11.11 Whilst this suits the 'Pocket of Powys' you are forgetting those that 
really matter - the children. And they are children and not sheep 
and should not be 'herded' into one pen. 
 

A revenue saving to the Council is only one of a 
number of reasons for the proposal, as outlined 
above. 
 
The aim of the proposal is to improve learner 
entitlement and experience. 
 
 
 

11.12 The Council has to prioritise the well-being of the pupils over 
financial expediency - ‘relevant bodies should place the interests 
of learners above all other needs’ (Schools Organisational Code). 
That includes the financial benefits that seem to be prioritised by 
the closure proposal. 
 

As above. 

11.13 Please do not close our school for economic reasons – that is the 
least important reason. Other considerations such as quality of 
education, quality of life and saving villages rate much higher. 
 

As above.   

11.14 For our children and the community we need to try and keep us 
cool, it may cost more to keep open but it's so important to help it 
open. 
 

Comment noted 

11.15 With small class sizes and high staff ratios we offer pupils an 
excellent value for money education. Whilst the per pupil spend is 
higher than the Powys average, the standards are also ever 
increasing. 

The Council acknowledges that standards at Castle 
Caereinion are improving.  However, all schools, 
regardless of size, would be able to provide for the 
needs of their pupils. The size of the class does not 
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 determine how well pupils learn. The standard of 
teaching impacts directly on the standards of pupils’ 
education. 

 

11.16 I wonder whether decisions with regard to closing smaller primary 
schools are taking into account some factors which could in fact 
increase costs for the council in the longer term. 
 

The Consultation Document considers the recurrent 
costs of the proposal over a period of at least three 
years and include estimated transport costs.  

 

12. Comments about the Council’s Strategies 

 

12.1 Comments about the Council’s Transforming Education Strategy 

 

12.1.1 My reading of the ESTYN report tells me that the big problem 
facing schools in Powys is in the secondary sector not the 
primary. It is in the secondary sector that there is a need for 
transformation, modernisation and rationalisation. Picking off a 
few isolated primary schools will not solve the underlying 
problems. 
 

The section entitled ‘How well has the local authority 
addressed school reorganisation issues including 
the provision for post-16?’ outlines Estyn’s views 
around this topic and is a general reflection on the 
authority’s progress and approach in recent years.  
In response to the Estyn recommendation, the 
Council carried out extensive engagement with 
schools and other stakeholders in 2019/20.  One of 
the issues raised during this engagement exercise 
was the fact that Powys has too many small schools 
and the need to ensure a more equitable education 
system.  
 

12.1.2 By undertaking a "transforming education" strategy which seeks to 
centralise education you are decimating communities in this 
county by closing their schools. 
 

The Transforming Education Strategy is not seeking 
to centralise education across the county.  However, 
the Council has a duty to manage its schools’ estate 
to ensure equity across the system.  
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12.1.3 You need to understand not everyone wants your "super schools". 
 

The Council is not proposing a ‘super school’. The 
proposal is to close Castle Caereinion CiW Primary 
Schools with pupils transferring to their nearest 
alternative schools.   

12.1.4 Stop spending money on new schools which in turn shut these 
smaller village schools. It is not on. 
 

The Council has a duty to ensure that children and 
young people are able to attend schools that are fit-
for-purpose and provide the best learning 
environments. Building condition was recognised as 
an issue during the engagement that led to the 
development of the Transforming Education 
Strategy: ‘Whilst the Council has invested in its 
schools' estate through the 21st Century Schools 
Programme and the Asset Management Plan, 
building condition remains an issue across Powys, 
with associated maintenance costs’ 

12.1.5 I think that schools should not be closed one by one, year by year. 
There needs to be a definitive plan moving forward. 
 

The Transforming Education Strategy sets out a ten-
year programme with specific targets.  

12.1.6 Whilst I fully appreciate the need to review the education provision 
in Powys in line with the 21st century schools programme, I do not 
feel that closing castle Caereinion Church in Wales school is in 
the best interests and wellbeing of the children, parents and staff. 
 

Comment noted. 

12.1.7 It was always the policy, that look at schools on a catchment 
basis, you look at all the primary schools within a given 
catchment. Why did the policy change to a policy of opportunism, 
or cherry picking, as now, as obviously there was a change. When 
did that come in and why? 
 

The Strategy for Transforming Education in Powys 
was approved in April 2021 and includes a Strategic 
Aim to ‘reconfigure and rationalise primary 
provision’.  Whilst some catchment reviews have 
already taken place, it is recognised that the 
outcome of area reviews can take some time to be 
implemented.  The Strategy states that a key 
challenge for the Council is that it has too many 
primary schools, therefore the Council is reviewing 
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some small schools on a standalone basis 
alongside area reviews.  

 

12.2 Comments about other Council strategies 

 

12.2.1 The proposed closure is contra to the 2018-2023 vision for Powys 
sets out that PCC will provide effective learning interventions to 
support schools to improve and produce well-qualified individuals. 
Placing a school into the consultation process adds psychological 
stress to the teaching staff which may detract from the teaching 
standards being set as the school has already received 
commitment to increasing student numbers. 
 

The Council has recognised this as a risk within the 
Consultation Document:  
 
‘Period of uncertainty for Castle Caereinion C. in W. 
School if a statutory process is carried out and 
implemented which might have a negative effect on 
standards at the school’ 
 
The mitigation action is stated:  
 
‘The Council to provide advice and support to the 
school and governing body to ensure that standards 
and performance do not deteriorate during the 
transition period’. 
 
The Challenge Advisor for the school has continued 
to support the school during this period.  The 
Council recognises that all school reorganisation 
proposals create a period of uncertainty for staff.  
 
 

12.2.2 Without the recreation center, well-being in the community would 
most likely decline and drain the resources available with health 
across PCC.  This is counter to the 2018-2023 vision where PCC 
sets out: 
 

 
According to information supplied by the school and 
included within the draft Community Impact 
Assessment, the school is the main financial 
contributor to the Community Centre.  Should the 
school close, the management committee of the 
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 Providing effective learning interventions will support 
schools to improve and produce well-qualified 
individuals 

 Committed to modernizing our schools to provide 
sustainable, low-carbon buildings with high quality 
educational environment 

 Support improvement of good quality, targeted 
education which will allow individuals to make more 
informed healthy life choices 

 Committed to ensuring our learners have equitable 
access to education provision regardless of their 
background or where they live 

 

Centre would need to consider how best to utilise 
the Centre so that it remains viable.   
 
 
 
 

12.2.3 PCC set out in its 2018-2023 vision for Powys to be “established 
as an innovation base for learning, research and skills” and it is 
with great disappointment that mid term with the vision PCC 
defined an “objective to rationalize primary provision”.  The vision 
clearly sets out a priority to work in partnership with schools, 
colleges, universities and businesses to improve career 
opportunities and commitment and “greater focus on working in 
partnership with schools and the communities they serve”. 
 

Since the publication of the Council’s Vision 2025 
document, Estyn carried out an inspection of the 
education services in 2019 and identified 
weaknesses in the Council’s approach to school 
reorgansiation. The section entitled ‘How well has 
the local authority addressed school reorganisation 
issues including the provision for post-16?’ outlines 
Estyn’s views around this topic and is a general 
reflection on the authority’s progress and approach 
in recent years.  In response to the Estyn 
recommendation, the Council carried out extensive 
engagement with schools and other stakeholders in 
2019/20.  One of the issues raised during this 
engagement exercise was the fact that Powys has 
too many small schools and the need to ensure a 
more equitable education system.  
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13. Criticism of Powys County Council 

 

13.1 Throughout Powys and further afield our rural communities are 
under threat. Only now it seems that here they are under threat 
from their own county council as well. 
 

As part of the school reorganisation process, the 
Council is required to carry out a Community Impact 
Assessment. This was published in draft form as 
part of the consultation and will be updated to reflect 
issues raised during the consultation.  The Cabinet 
will need to consider this before making a decision 
to proceed, or not to proceed, with the proposal.  

13.2 The county council needs to realise and tell the education 
department that we should now be in the business of supporting 
sustainable communities not stripping them out of community 
activities. The Covid 19 pandemic has changed the world we live 
in. We now need to think and act local as we change to the new 
normal. 
 

The decision to proceed to consultation on this 
proposal was made by the Cabinet of the Council 
and not by the education department.  
 
As part of the school reorganisation process, the 
Council is required to carry out a Community Impact 
Assessment. This was published in draft form as 
part of the consultation and will be updated to reflect 
issues raised during the consultation.  The Cabinet 
will need to consider this before making a decision 
to proceed, or not to proceed, with the proposal. 
 

13.3 The council over the past few years have cut more and more 
budget, making it extremely difficult to fight your plans, and I 
suspect that this has been the strategy since your last attempt to 
close the school. You have made the decision for some of our 
local families to choose their local school impossible, where they 
see a school that might shut, versus one that has a future. You 
have made the playing field really very unfair. 
 

The Council is operating in a challenging financial 
and economic climate, whilst delivering key services 
within the county, and has to manage its budget 
within this climate. However, Estyn carried out an 
inspection of the education services in 2019 and 
identified weaknesses in the Council’s approach to 
school reorgansiation. The section entitled ‘How well 
has the local authority addressed school 
reorganisation issues including the provision for 
post-16?’ outlines Estyn’s views around this topic 
and is a general reflection on the authority’s 
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progress and approach in recent years.  In response 
to the Estyn recommendation, the Council carried 
out extensive engagement with schools and other 
stakeholders in 2019/20.  One of the issues raised 
during this engagement exercise was the fact that 
Powys has too many small schools and the need to 
ensure a more equitable education system.   
 

13.4 I am very disappointed at the proposals your department is 
pushing forward to close small rural schools. The whole affect is 
gutting these communities. They are quietly dying, too modest to 
complain as they are made to feel that you are all superior in 
intelligence.  
 

The decision to proceed to consultation on this 
proposal was made by the Cabinet of the Council 
and not by the education department.  
 
As part of the school reorganisation process, the 
Council is required to carry out a Community Impact 
Assessment. This was published in draft form as 
part of the consultation and will be updated to reflect 
issues raised during the consultation.  The Cabinet 
will need to consider this before making a decision 
to proceed, or not to proceed, with the proposal. 
 

13.5 The council recognises that the county is rural yet are trying to 
centralise education with no regard or understanding of what a 
rural community is about.  
 

The Council disagrees with this statement.  The 
Transforming Education Strategy is not seeking to 
centralise education across the county.  However, 
the Council has a duty to manage its schools’ estate 
to ensure equity across the system. 
 

13.6 The decision to close the school is nothing more than an 
accountant looking at numbers on a spreadsheet with no regard 
for emotional understanding of how those numbers reflect on a 
community and the children of the community. 
 

A revenue saving to the Council is only one of a 
number of reasons for the proposal.  
 
The proposal is intended to address the main 
challenges outlined in the Consultation Document: 

xi) Low pupil numbers 
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xii) High budget per pupil 
xiii) Issues with the building 
xiv) Combined age classes 
xv) Leadership 

 
Following consideration of a number of options, the 
preferred option is to close Castle Caereinion CiW 
School, pupils to attend nearest alternative schools. 
 
The reasons for this are: 
 

- Would address the issue of low pupil numbers 
at Castle Caereinion 

- Would reduce the Council’s overall surplus 
capacity in primary schools 

- Revenue saving to the Council 
- Pupils would attend larger schools, which 

would be better equipped to meet the 
requirements of the new curriculum 

- Pupils would attend larger schools, which 
could provide a wider range of educational 
and extra-curricular opportunities 

- Pupils would attend schools with more 
suitable accommodation 

- Meets all of the Critical Success Factors 
 

13.7 I feel that you have not recognised in the slightest that closure of 
the school undermines the viability of the community. You have 
most certainly forgotten your remit in serving your community and 
putting our interests first. 
 

As part of the school reorganisation process, the 
Council is required to carry out a Community Impact 
Assessment. This was published in draft form as 
part of the consultation and will be updated to reflect 
issues raised during the consultation.  The Cabinet 
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will need to consider this before making a decision 
to proceed, or not to proceed, with the proposal. 
 

13.8 Closure of the school would be an admission of failure on the part 
of Powys County Council's responsibility to protect and sustain its 
rural communities. 
 

As above. 

13.9 For a county council that is meant to serve your community for the 
better, your plans do nothing but to rip the heart out of our village, 
serving only to save money. 
 

As above. 

13.10 Shame on Powys County Council for putting their interests before 
children yet again. These kids have had the worst years of their 
lives and now you cause more disruption for them. If I could have 
had my time again I would have schooled my children in 
Shropshire Powys County Council - putting pennies before pupils 
yet again. 
 

The proposal is not putting the interest of Powys 
County Council before children.  It is recognised that 
children’s education has been disrupted during the 
pandemic.  
 
A revenue saving is only one reason for the proposal 
as outlined above.  
 

 

14. Questions about / issues with the process 

 

14.1 Comments about consulting during the Covid pandemic 

 

14.1.1 Already you have taken the cowards way out by announcing the 
decision during a lockdown where we could not physically fight to 
protect the one thing tat means so much to many of our 
community. 

The Council has been developing its Strategy for 
Transforming Education since Estyn’s inspection of 
Powys Education Services in 2019. Whilst 
acknowledging that it would have been preferable 
for the consultation process to have taken place at 
a time when there wasn’t a global pandemic, the 
consultation has been carried out in line with Welsh 
Government requirements. 
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The Council does not condone physical violence as 
part of any consultation process.  
 

14.1.2 I feel that it is a very poor show by the council to be putting 
children and their families through a threat of closure whilst they 
are trying to fight through a pandemic!!  
 

As above. 

14.1.3 Also, the timing you have chosen to start the consultation period 
during a global pandemic knowing full well door to door petitions 
cannot be carried out and considered. 
 

As above. 

14.1.4 I am fully aware of the need for change and that there will never 
be a right time for the council to consider the closure of a school, 
however, I do feel that with the current global pandemic this really 
is not the time to consider the closure of the school. 
 

As above. 

14.1.5 Announcing a proposed closure during a lockdown. The timing of 
the consultation of the proposed closure is poorly judged. To 
undertake the consultation part way through a lockdown is an 
inappropriate way of engaging a community. Our local 
discussions have taken place virtually as we have not been 
permitted to have community gatherings or meetings. Not all 
residents have access to online facilities or are not confident in 
using them, therefore a number of residents have been excluded 
from participating in the consultation process due to lack of 
technology. Powys County Council’s decision to choose to launch 
the consultation during a lockdown has led to an unfair bias 
towards closure. 
 

As above. 

14.1.6 I feel it is morally wrong to undertake this consultation at this 
time. The reasons for this include: We are currently in the middle 

As above. 



 

156 
 

of an unprecedented pandemic, which is having a huge effect on 
our children and they have suffered considerably over the past 
year both mentally and in terms of schooling. Their current school 
setting has provided a point of stability for our children – and this 
has been particularly true for Castle Caereinion, where an 
excellent standard of education was offered even through 
lockdown and a high level of emotional support has been given to 
the children. It is obvious that a return to ‘normal life’ is unlikely to 
happen for some time yet and this is having an ongoing impact of 
our children, yet in the midst of this you propose to take away this 
stability and displace them to unknown schools, which will have a 
further detrimental effect on their mental health and wellbeing.   
 

14.1.7 As I have highlighted before, I am concerned that consultations 
are taking place during the pandemic when public face-to-face 
meetings can’t take place and some people are unable to use the 
internet and so may not have been able to feed into this 
consultation. 
 

As above. 
 

14.1.8 Powys County Council are acting in an unfair and low handed 
way putting forward these proposals during the current Covid 
pandemic. The present pandemic does not allow the opportunity 
for the school community and wider community to meet in a 
conventional manner and consider the proposals fully to 
understand the full impact. 
 

As above. 

14.1.9 The consultation process can’t possibly be done thoroughly and 
fairly when our country is going through and dealing with a 
pandemic. Childrens’ education has been severely disrupted over 
the last 12 months and what is needed now is stability and not 
more uncertainty. 
 

As above. 
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14.1.10 I also believe that the timing of this consultation was ill 
considered. The prevailing restrictions relating to covid limited the 
opportunity for full community consultation and prevented open 
meetings occurring. With many people in the community unable 
to access digital media, this has meant that the community has 
not been fully consulted as they should have been. 
 

As above. 

14.1.11 It is very bad timing anyway during a pandemic – a stressful time 
for everyone as it is! 
 

As above. 

14.1.12 The formal consultation process should not take place during a 
pandemic. 
 

As above. 
 

14.1.13 I spoke to an elderly gentlemen last weekend who hadn’t heard 
about the closure at all. Many elderly and vulnerable people have 
only just started to venture out of their homes after Covid. Surely 
it can’t be right to exclude a whole group of society when such 
important local decisions are being made? 
 

As above. 

 

14.2 Comments about public meetings 

 

14.2.1 I am also highly disappointed that the council or Cllr Phyl Davies 
as not approached the community in a public meeting, for 
something that is so important not only to Powys but also our 
Children’s education and have taken the easy option to close our 
school which could be thriving soon.    
 

The consultation has been carried out in 
accordance with the requirements of the School 
Organisation Code, which does not require public 
meetings to take place. 
 
As indicated on page 26 of the School Organisation 
Code, ‘there is no requirement for proposers to hold 
consultation meetings although there will be 
circumstances where proposers will consider that 
meeting with certain groups of consultees will assist 



 

158 
 

greatly in the dissemination of information and 
provide a suitable platform for the consultees to 
make their views known.’ 
 
During the consultation period, on-line meetings 
were held with staff, governors and pupils at Castle 
Caereinion C. in W. School. 
 

14.2.2 A wide section of the community is unlikely to access technology 
needed to respond to view and without the opportunity for public 
meetings, their voice cannot be heard.   
 

As above. 
 

14.2.3 We can't have a face to face meeting with the council to discuss 
the situation. 
 

As above. 

14.2.4 Allow us to publicly ask questions and speak to councillors to fully 
understand the decisions that are being made without properly 
speaking to the staff, students and community. 
 

As above. 

14.2.5 I was vice chair when the Powys last tried to close the school and 
a lot of the discussions/consultations happened in public meetings 
and face to face. This meant that everybody could have their say, 
not just people with access to internet and social media. 
 

As above. 
 

 

14.3 Other comments about the process 

 

14.3.1 As clerk to Castle Caereinion Community Council – I can confirm 
I have received no such correspondence from Powys. 

Information about the consultation was sent to the 
clerk of Castle Caereinion Community Council by e-
mail on the first day of the consultation period. A 
consultation response has subsequently been 
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received from Castle Caereinion Community 
Council. 
 

14.3.2 In order to ensure Powys has carried out a full consultation, it is 
vital that the council take into consideration the community view 
on this and in particular the views of the community council as 
they represent the area. 
 

The Council has carried out a full consultation in 
accordance with the requirements of the School 
Organisation Code. All issues raised during the 
consultation period will be taken into consideration 
when determining how to proceed. 
 

14.3.3 The whole community needs to be engaged in the consultation 
process by PCC, this has not been undertaken to date. 
 

The Council has carried out a full consultation in 
accordance with the requirements of the School 
Organisation Code. 
 

14.3.4 I believe the council needs to accept the opinions of all the 
people who do not wish it to be closed 

The Cabinet will consider all issues raised during 
the consultation period when determining how to 
proceed in respect of this proposal. 
 

14.3.5 Let’s hope that financial considerations are just part of the 
equation and that the consultation process is not, as many fear, 
just a box ticking exercise. 

The consultation process is not ‘just a box ticking 
exercise’. The Cabinet will consider all issues raised 
during the consultation period when determining 
how to proceed in respect of this proposal. Whilst 
financial considerations are one aspect, this is not 
the sole consideration. 
 

14.3.6 The consultation process should not be based on factual 
inaccuracies.  
 

The consultation is not based on factual 
inaccuracies. The information is provided in the 
consultation document is the most up-to-date 
information that was available to the Council at the 
time, and all data provided is clearly referenced.  
 

14.3.7 The Recreation Hall is reliant on the school as it is the primary 
source of income.  PCC are legally bound to conduct an impact 
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assessment under guidelines provided by the village hall 
trust.  Without the impact assessment being completed and 
made available for review within the consultation process, the 
validity of the consultation process is questionable. 
 

The Council is not proposing to close the 
Community Centre and therefore is not required to 
carry out an impact assessment specifically on this 
issue. However, information supplied by the school 
and included within the draft Community Impact 
Assessment indicate that the school is the main 
financial contributor to the Community Centre.  The 
Community Impact Assessment will be updated to 
include information gathered during the 
consultation.  
 
 

14.3.8 In terms of the timings, we have up until the 2nd of June to 
respond to the consultation, and then are we right in thinking 
there is a 28-day period for it to be discussed in Cabinet, does 
that take us to the 8th of July? 
 

Once the consultation period has ended, the 
Council will produce a consultation report, which will 
be considered by Cabinet. Cabinet will then decide 
to proceed whether or not to proceed with the 
process, through the publication of a statutory 
notice. Should the Cabinet agree to proceed with 
the process, a Statutory Notice would be published 
in the autumn term, and the 28-day objection period 
would start on the day the Statutory Notice was 
published. 
 

14.3.9 If they decide initially to proceed, and there are no objections, 
when can we expect to have a decision? There is anxiety from 
staff with regards to different time scales, and when exactly they 
will know. 
 

It is expected that Cabinet will consider the 
consultation report in July 2021. If they decide to 
proceed with the proposal, it is expected that a final 
decision would be made before the end of 2021. 

14.3.10 With it being fluid around the dates, it is difficult then to advise 
parents as some parents are thinking that if the school is going to 
close, they might move their children earlier. 
 

Comment noted. 
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14.3.11 If we cannot make parents aware until the end of the year, does 
that then affect the actual closing date if we were to close? Is it 
12 months from the notice? 
 

The proposed closing date would be included in any 
statutory notice published. Should a statutory notice 
be published in the autumn term 2021, it is likely 
that the proposed closure date would continue to be 
August 2022. 
 

14.3.12 I was under the impression that because Castle Caereinion is a 
church school, that the final decision would not necessarily rest 
with the Powys Cabinet, but with Welsh Government? 
 

As indicated on page 49 of the School Organisation 
Code: 
 
‘Under section 54 of the 2013 Act where proposals 
have been approved or rejected by a local authority 
the following bodies may, before the end of 28 days 
beginning with the day of the decision, refer the 
proposals to the Welsh Minister for consideration: 
 

i. Another local authority affected by the 
proposals; 

ii. The appropriate religious body for any 
school affected; 

iii. The governing body of a voluntary or 
foundation school subject to the 
proposals; 

iv. A trust holding property on behalf of a 
voluntary or foundation school subject to 
the proposals; and 

v. A further education institution affected by 
the proposals.’ 

 

14.3.13 What are the circumstances in which the decision would get 
taken out of Powys’ hands? 
 

As indicated above, the School Organisation Code 
includes provision for some bodies to refer 
proposals to the Welsh Ministers for consideration. 
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As explained on page 49 of the School 
Organisation Code: 
 
‘The body making the referral will need to set out in 
a letter why they believe that the decision reached 
by the local authority is wrong.’ 
 

14.3.14 Is there a reason why this (the consultation meeting) was just 
dropped on us only yesterday, and we haven’t under the 
circumstances had a lot of time to prepare? 
 

The date and time of the consultation meeting was 
provided to staff and governors on the first day of 
the consultation. 

 

15. Questions about / issues with the consultation documentation 

 

15.1 Comments about the consultation document 

 

15.1.1 Data/costings 

 

15.1.1.1 The decisions being taken are ill thought out and based on 
erroneous figures, with no consideration of the additional 
housing being constructed within the village in the next few 
years. 
 

The proposal is based on an assessment of 
options that may address the challenges faced by 
Castle Caereinion CiW Primary School.  
 
Information received from the Council’s housing 
department suggests there are approximately 40 
housing developments already completed, 
underway or planned in the area.  Some of these 
are affordable housing.   
 

15.1.1.2 Turning to the case being put forward to review the future of the 
school in Castle Caereinion you point out the number on roll 
wrongly as 23. It is in fact 25. Perhaps more importantly there 

The number on roll stated within the Consultation 
Document is 23 and the data source is stated as 
‘Finance NOR – 2020 Pupil Count Day (6th 
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have been a number of successful planning applications in the 
village with some 30 permissions granted for affordable 
dwellings with more in the pipeline. The first tranche of new 
dwellings are now being advertised for sale. If the threat of 
closure is lifted from the school there is a good chance children 
in those dwellings would attend the village school. 
 

November 2020) and was correct at the time of 
writing.   
 
According to Teachers Centre 21/06/21, pupil 
numbers are as follows;  
 
Reception: 4 
Year 1: 3 
Year 2: 4  
Year 3: 4 
Year 4: 4 
Year 5: 3 
Year 6: 1 
 
Total pupils: 23 
 
Information from the Council’s Admissions Team 
indicates that 1 pupil is due to join the school’s 
Reception class in September 2021. 
 
Whilst the Council recognises the housing 
developments in the area, it is not expected that 
pupil numbers would increase significantly, and the 
school would continue to be a small school. 
 

15.1.1.3 Documentation assessed and presented by PCC for the 
consultation process is in areas inaccurate and out of date. 
Specifically, this relates to the pupil numbers. 
 

The pupil numbers provided in the document are 
the most up-to-date pupil numbers which were 
available to the Council at the time. 

15.1.1.4 Current pupil numbers are incorrect and does not consider 
pupils committed to start schooling on moving into the area. 
 

As above.  
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15.1.1.5 Future pupil numbers have been estimated, how this was done 
has not been explained. Certainly PCC are not aware that I have 
a child who will be attending school in two years time. Have they 
carried out a door to door survey to obtain actual numbers of 
pre-school age children? 
 

The School Organisation Code requires authorities 
to publish five-year forecasts of pupil rolls, which 
we base on the PLASC Jan data.  The forecast 
calculations are based on postcode-linked live birth 
data and historical cohort survival rates for 
individual schools.   
 
We also include a second set of projections which 
provide data for the next three years – this is 
based on information received from schools during 
the annual budget setting exercise.  
 

15.1.1.6 Transport costings also where do the figures come from as I 
think are underestimated and the costing for transport are nearly 
double the figure given, would like to see a detailed estimate on 
transport for Berriew and Llanfair. 
  

The transport costings are modelled with input 
from school transport colleagues. Based on the 
pupils currently attending Castle Caereinion C in W 
School, additional transport would be required for 
16 pupils is estimated at £170 per school day, 
totalling £32,300. 

15.1.1.7 Point 4.iii). The consultation document does not make it clear 
what the updated survey condition refers to or the three blocks 
and whether this includes the community center where the hall 
is owned by the community to which the school contributes to 
annual fees. 
 

The updated condition survey did not include the 
community centre.  

15.1.1.8 The information provided in the consultation relates to an Estyn 
inspection made nearly 5 years ago and is in no way reflective 
of the school now and the proposals should not be progressed 
on this basis. 
   

The School Organisation Code requires Councils 
to include ‘information from the most recent Estyn 
reports for each school likely to be affected’ in 
consultation documents. 

15.1.1.9 I am completely against the closure of the school firstly 
considering mis-guided and misinformed information using out 
of date Estyn report. 

As above. 
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15.1.1.10 A very poorly developed and factually wrong consultation 
document, containing old information such as outdated school 
ratings which are not a fair reflection and cannot be accurately 
demonstrated at the present time, as reporting was suspended 
due to the pandemic. 
 

The information provided in the Consultation 
Document is the most up-to-date information which 
was available to the Council at the time. The data 
and information used in the document is clearly 
referenced to show the source and date of the 
data. 
 

15.1.1.11 In addition, there are many factual inaccuracies in the 
Consultation document and a lack of current data due to the 
limitations of covid-era education. 
 

As above. 

15.1.1.12 In response to the consultation document there are a number of 
points which have been reported incorrectly and leads to 
question the validity of the consultation when out of date and/or 
incorrect information has been presented.  
 

As above. 

 

15.1.2 Reasons for the proposal 

 

15.1.2.1 Issues with the building: The supposed issues with the school 
building have been identified as a weakness in the options. 
However, whilst the school building is not a modern building, its 
ability to meet the needs of the new curriculum are not a concern 
for us.  
 

Comment noted.  

15.1.2.2 The document seeks to put a negative spin on the state of the 
building. It was assessed in 2009 as being in good condition by 
Welsh Government. It has been assessed by Powys for this 
exercise and is now graded as condition C. If the building has 
deteriorated in the last ten years that is down to Powys. It is not 
clear whether the assessment is wrong or the maintenance.  The 

The document does not seek to put a negative spin 
on the condition of the school.  The 2009 condition 
grading was B whilst a condition survey carried out 
in 2021 has judged the grade to be C.   
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staff room has recently had a complete re-vamp to make it a 
space that the staff could be proud of as a result of a donation 
from an American benefactor the father of Rev. Alexis, who was 
a volunteer in the school.  
 

The condition survey carried out in the autumn term 
2020 was carried out by external professional 
building surveyors and the condition grading was 
their professional judgment.  As this was an 
external, impartial report, the Council had not 
control over the content of the report.  
 

15.1.2.3 Combined Age Classes: I have two in combined age classes 
during university teaching placement and in all schools I've 
worked in prior to joining Castle Caereinion Church in Wales 
school and do not feel this is a justifiable reason. 
 

Effective leadership and teaching impacts positively 
on standards across all schools. The Council 
recognises that there are many schools with 
combined age classes in Powys. This provides a 
challenge to teachers of mixed-age classes where 
they must constantly adapt their approach. As a 
result, a high level of flexibility and organisation in 
lesson planning is required to ensure that teaching 
caters to both age groups and all abilities within the 
class. This is an additional workload on teachers 
and leaders who have a range of other key 
responsibilities and roles in a small school. 
 

15.1.2.4 Combined Age Classes: This is stated as a negative in the 
consultation, however I would strongly argue this is a positive for 
the school offering – as the children have the opportunity to learn 
by ability rather than age and to learn and develop from and be 
challenged by their peers in years within the class. This has 
certainly been true for our son, who is showing a talent in Maths 
and is able to be taught higher age level work and yet struggles 
in spelling and again is able to be taught with an appropriate 
cohort based on ability.  I am not confident he would not be ‘lost’ 
within a bigger school. 
 

As above. 
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15.1.2.5 Having combined age classes allows for differentiation across 
the class, allowing children to work in their ability groups and not 
just age groups. Children access and education which is catered 
to all of their needs an even allows for children from FP to 
complete tasks like I did reading within the key KS two class if 
necessary. This can give the children such a boost with self-
esteem which may not always be possible within larger school.  
 

As above. 

15.1.2.6 The Governing Body strongly contests ‘combined age classes’ as 
a reason for school closure. There are a large number of schools 
within Powys that are two or three class schools thus resulting in 
mixed age classes. Even in larger schools in Powys, many are 
dual year entry. This does not put the pupils at a disadvantage 
and does not make challenging pupils more difficult. If anything, it 
enriches the children’s experiences as they learn and develop 
with and from each other. Using mantle of the expert learning, in 
line with the new curriculum there is a cascading of knowledge 
being passed throughout the classrooms. The New Curriculum is 
full of collaboration and shared learning experiences, what better 
way to do this than in mixed age classes where everyone’s 
personal experiences and stages of learning are different. It 
allows for shared viewpoint learning which is learning rich. The 
Cabinet only need to look at names like Lynette Lovell, Glynn 
Davies and Russell George, who all come from small rural 
primary schools, to see that mixed age classes do not hold pupils 
back nor prevent them from doing well in life. In fact it could be 
readily argued that mixed age classes make it easier for children 
to be appropriately challenged, because there is a focus within 
that classroom on every part of the key stage, rather than it being 
limited to one age group. 
 

As above. 
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15.1.3 SWOTs 

 

15.1.3.1 SWOT analysis is qualitative and there is no qualitative 
assessment to demonstrate financial benefit including the wider 
community assessment on well-being and community impact 
with hall closure. 
 

The financial information relating to the proposal is 
included within the Consultation Document and the 
impact on the community, including impact on the 
Community Centre, is included within the draft 
Community Impact Assessment which will be 
updated to reflect information gathered during 
consultation.  
 

15.1.3.2 SWOT analysis does not consider a socio-economic impact to 
the community not implications to community center with the 
primary revenue stream being removed. 
 

The SWOT analysis includes the following 
weaknesses: 
 

 Impact on the Castle Caereinon community 
 
According to information supplied by the school 
and included within the draft Community Impact 
Assessment, the school is the main financial 
contributor to the Community Centre. This will be 
updated to reflect information gathered during the 
consultation. 
 

15.1.3.3 SWOT analysis does not consider opportunities to leverage 
technology and on-line learning capabilities that have been 
implemented during the covid-19 pandemic. 
 

Comment noted. 

15.1.3.4 SWOT analysis does not stipulate that that PCC under the 
transport for school policy will only provide transport to one 
elected school in the area. 
 

Free home-to-school transport would be provided 
to eligible pupils to their nearest school.  

15.1.3.5 SWOT analysis does not consider creating learning specialties 
in specific schools to provide learning areas of excellence for 

Comment noted. 
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pupils to participate with.  This does not necessarily mean all 
learning is limited to one location to create a center of 
excellence. 
 

15.1.3.6 SWOT analysis incorrectly states community hall using refuse 
provision at school. 
 

This was information received directly from the 
school.   

15.1.3.7 SWOT analysis does not consider the financial viability of the 
hall should the school close and impact on community. 
 

According to information supplied by the school 
and included within the draft Community Impact 
Assessment, the school is the main financial 
contributor to the Community Centre. This will be 
updated to reflect information gathered during the 
consultation. 
 

15.1.3.8 SWOT analysis acknowledges of the impact of the community 
and the potential loss of community facilities - but there is no 
specific mention here of the community hall. 
 

As above.  

15.1.3.9 The SWOT analysis is subjective and not supported by 
qualitative data to make a balanced assessment. 
 

It is recognised that SWOT analysis are usually 
subjective. The SWOT analysis was carried out by 
a number of officers including Challenge Advisors, 
officers from Finance and HR, as well as the 
Schools Transformation Team.  
 

15.1.3.10 Nowhere in your SWOT analysis does it mention that even the 
talk of a review of the school has a detrimental effect on school 
numbers. 
 

Comment noted. 

15.1.3.11 PCC has not considered through the SWOT analysis that rural 
schools can develop an intimate knowledge of their children and 
their backgrounds, inspire enhanced teacher commitments, and 

Comment noted. 
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take advantage of strong community participation and 
responsibility.  
 

15.1.3.12 PCC has not considered in the SWOT analysis that smaller 
class have a supportive ‘family’ atmosphere that fostered a 
strong sense of belonging, helped teachers build a rapport with 
students over many years and respond to their individual needs, 
and encouraged students to take responsibility for younger 
students.  
 

Comment noted. 

15.1.3.13 Other options considered for the school, have not been made 
public from what I can gather but a SWOT analysis has been 
carried out by whom, and obviously decided to close the school 
is the best option, for who not our community or our children, 
who if the school closes needing to travel to school rather than 
walking and increasing transport which goes against the SWOT 
report, which the main reason is the council’s financial position 
to save money, but in the long run will not due to extra transport 
that will need providing. 
 

All the options considered are included within the 
Consultation Document, and all the SWOT 
analyses are also included.  

 

15.1.4 Omissions from the consultation documentation 

 

15.1.4.1 Further points which PCC have not made clear through the 
consultation process which would benefit on clarification: 1. 
Socio-economical impact to the community with the community 
hall primary revenue being removed. 
 

According to information supplied by the school 
and included within the draft Community Impact 
Assessment, the school is the main financial 
contributor to the Community Centre. This will be 
updated to reflect information gathered during the 
consultation. 
 

15.1.4.2 PCC does not make it clear in their consultation that transport 
will only be provided to a single school nominated by parents 

The Consultation Document states that ‘Free 
home to school transport would be provided to 
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which is detailed within the prevailing PCC school transport 
policy. 
 

eligible pupils in accordance with the Council’s 
Home to School Transport Policy,’ which states 
that transport is provided to the nearest or 
catchment school.  
 

15.1.4.3 PCC do not assess impact on student well-being with increased 
travel nor how transport is to be managed for students from 
lower income families can join extra curriculum activities when 
the family only has access to public transport. 
 

The Consultation Document includes the following: 
‘However it is acknowledged that there would be 
an impact on families due to the requirement to 
travel to school events, which could have a greater 
impact on children from economically deprived 
backgrounds.’ 
 

15.1.4.4 The document does not take into true consideration the fact that 
the children will miss out on extra-curricular activities. 
 

The Consultation Document states the following: 
 
‘Whilst free home to school transport would be 
provided to eligible pupils in accordance with 
Council’s home to school transport policy, it is 
acknowledged that there could an impact on 
pupils’ ability to access after-school activities.’ 
 
This issue is also recognised in the draft impact 
assessment.  
 
 

15.1.4.5 PCC has not evaluated the effects of additional travel and the 
extended hours of the students. The effects of travel in rural 
areas have not been fully evaluated and made clear in the 
consultation process in consideration of bus routes, travel times. 
  

The Council has included the impact of additional 
travel time within the impact assessments.   

15.1.4.6 PCC has not considered the implications of pupil safety 
travelling longer distances. 
 

There are many pupils on home-to-school 
transport across the county and their safety during 
these journeys is paramount.  
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15.1.4.7 PCC has not considered pupil fatigue through the consultation 
process with longer days. 
 

It is not clear as to why pupils would have longer 
days due to the consultation process – this would 
not be an expectation of the Council.  
 

15.1.4.8 Appendix A 12.3 where it states no other trusts or charitable 
interests are affected by the closure. Specifically to this second 
point, this is incorrect and the Recreation Hall which is adjoining 
the school and under the village hall trust must be taken into 
consideration. The documentation states that no trusts are 
affected which is incorrect and therefore miss leading 
information within the consultation process. The Recreation Hall 
is reliant on the school as it is the primary source of income. 
PCC are legally bound to conduct an impact assessment under 
guidelines provided by the village hall trust. Without the impact 
assessment being completed and made available for review 
within the consultation process, the validity of the consultation 
process is questionable. 
 

The Consultation Document states the following: 
 
Is the school / schools involved subject to any trust 
or charitable interests which might be affected by 
the proposals, for example in relation to the use or 
disposal of land? 

 
The question relates specifically to the school and 
not the Community Centre. Castle Caereinion 
C.W. School is not subject to any trust or 
charitable interest which might be affected in 
relation to the use or disposal of the land. 
 
 

15.1.4.9 Appendix A 12.3 states that no other trusts or charitable 
interests are affected by the closure. As the community hall is 
under a village hall trust this should be taken into account. 
 

As above.  

15.1.4.10 In Appendix A 12.3 – in the current document it says that no 
trusts are affected as the community centre is a trust this should 
be listed in the impact assessment. 
 

As above.  

15.1.4.11 Impact of community hall is not mentioned in Appendix A. 
 

According to information supplied by the school 
and included within the draft Community Impact 
Assessment, the school is the main financial 
contributor to the Community Centre. This is 
included within the draft Community Impact 
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Assessment which will be updated to reflect 
information gathered during the consultation.  
 

15.1.4.12 There is no mention of the community hall in Appendix C. 
 

As above. 

15.1.4.13 There is proposed housing development in the village which 
could bring in more families to sustain the school, and even 
more development could be likely in the next ten to twenty 
years. However this has not taken into consideration. 
 

Information received from the Council’s housing 
department suggests there are approximately 40 
housing developments already completed, 
underway or planned in the area.  Some of these 
are affordable housing.  However, even with 
potential housing developments, it is not 
anticipated that pupil numbers will increase 
significantly. 
 

15.1.4.14 The consultation document does not also take into account the 
local development plan and large number of proposed new 
builds, in particular affordable housing, in the county. 
 

As above. 

15.1.4.15 I am concerned that the proposal document, in relation to the 
impact on the schools the pupils would transfer to, does not take 
into account the influx from the proposed closures of all of the 
other primary schools currently under threat from PCC. 
 

The Council has been consulting on proposal 
related to Llanbedr CiW Primary School, 
Churchstoke CP School, Llanfihangel Rhydithon 
CP School – these areas are not close to Castle 
Caereinion.  Cabinet has also approved 
consultation on proposals to close schools in the 
Llanfyllin area, however these are not close to 
Castle Caereinion either.  
 

15.1.4.16 It is also worth noting that the Consultation Document does not 
reference or account for the fact the school is in the Llanfair 
Cluster (as both Berriew and Welshpool are in the Welshpool 
cluster) and the subsequent implication this would have on 
transport requirements. There are currently former Castle pupils 

The Council recognises that should Castle 
Caereinon C. in W. School close, pupils would 
transfer to alternative primary schools, and that 
some of these would be in a different secondary 
cluster i.e., Welshpool High School. The Council 
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who attend Welshpool High School who do not receive 
transportation as it is not a feeder school, and conversely, there 
are former pupils attending Llanfair High School who do receive 
transport. There clearly will be implications for future (and 
potentially current) transport arrangements in both directions. 
 

also agrees that this would have transport 
implications as outlined below: 
 
The Council’s Home-to-School Transport Policy for 
learners transferring or being admitted to a Powys 
schools in the 2021 / 2022 academic year states 
the following: 
 
‘Home to school transport will be provided for 
learners who ordinarily reside in Powys to attend 
their nearest suitable school or catchment school. 
A ‘catchment’ school means the nearest school 
within a geographic area. To be eligible for free 
home to school transport, the learners’ nearest 
school or catchment school must be:  
• The nearest to the learners’ home address and if 
so,  
• They are more than 2 miles from their home 
address for primary school (aged 4 -11) or more 
than 3 miles for secondary school (age 11 to 16)’ 
 
Pupils who attend Castle Caereinion CiW School 
normally transfer to Caereinion High School and 
free home-to-school transport is normally provided 
for those pupils attending Castle Caereinion CiW 
School to Caereinion High School. 
 
Should Castle Caereinion CiW Primary School 
close, pupils living in the Castle Caereinion area 
would be provided with free home-to-school 
transport to their nearest or catchment secondary 
school.  In the case of pupils choosing to attend 
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Berriew CP School, Welshpool CiW Primary 
School or Guilsfield CP School, they would 
ordinarily transfer to Welshpool High School.  
 
Pupils currently accessing free home-to-school 
transport to Caereinion High School as their 
catchment secondary school would continue to 
receive this service until they finish their education.  
However, this would not be available to pupils from 
Castle Caereinion if they have transferred to 
Berriew C.P. School, Guilsfield C. P. School or 
Welshpool C. in W. School unless Caereinion High 
School is their nearest secondary school.  This 
would have an implication for families who may 
already have elder siblings being transported to 
Caereinion High School.   
 
There may also be a potential impact on transport 
costs as there may be additional routes required to 
provide transport from the Castle Caereinion area 
to Welshpool High School.    However, it would be 
expected that the existing transport routes would 
be adjusted. The estimated range of costs for this 
is dependent on which school parents choose for 
their pupils, should Castle Caereinion close.  The 
following outlines the range of costs, depending on 
how many pupils require transport: 
 
Minimal costs – all pupils can be accommodated 
within existing transport provision for secondary, 
albeit some routes may need to be extended – £10 
- £20 per school day - £1,900 - £3,800 per annum 
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Need to increase size of bus – approx. £50 per 
day - £9,500 per annum 
 
Additional Taxi required – approx. £60 - £75 per 
day - £11,400 - £14,250 per annum 
 
New bus required - £170 - £230 per day - 
£32,300 - £43,700 
 
 

15.1.4.17 The consultation that has been put forward does not sufficiently 
offer a valid detailed business case to close Castle Caereinion 
Church in Wales school and does not give complete information 
to allow us as parents to make a fair, informed decision on our 
child's future schooling options. 
 

The Consultation Document complies with the 
requirements of the Welsh Government’s School 
Organisation Code.  
 
A detailed business case is not a requirement.  

15.1.4.18 PCC has not explored creating centres of excellence with rural 
schools and utilising on-line / remote teaching methods for other 
community schools to benefit from individuals area of 
excellence. 
 

Comment noted. 

15.1.4.19 The document does not take into true consideration the faith 
element of our education provision. 
 

The Consultation Document reflects the fact that 
Castle Caereinon is a Church-in-Wales School.   

15.1.4.20 The document does not consider the devastating impact that 
closure of the school would have on the community of Castle 
Caereinion. 
 

The impact on the community has been included 
within the Consultation Document and within the 
draft Community Impact Assessment, which will be 
updated to reflect information gathered during 
consultation. 
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15.1.4.21 The Consultation document seems to have failed to consider is 
the school’s adapted provision for pupils with ALN and physical 
disabilities.   
 

The Consultation Document includes a section on 
the potential impact on pupils with additional 
learning needs.   
 
During the consultation, many comments have 
been received about the fact that the school has 
had adaptations to support pupils with physical 
disabilities.  
 

 

15.1.5 Other comments / queries 

 

15.1.5.1 The schools you are proposing our children to go to are 
sporadic and is the council wishing to pay for travel to all 
school's or just One?  
 

The Consultation Document notes the schools 
available within a ten-mile radius of Castle 
Caereinion. Free home-to-school transport would be 
provided to eligible pupils to their nearest or 
catchment school, in accordance with the Council’s 
Home-to-School Transport Policy.  
 

15.1.5.2 School Places – you refer in the consultation to the nearest 
school of Berriew having 21 places to accommodate the 
Castle children, however there are currently 23 children and it 
is not stated in the consultation year group availability to 
match to that of the children to be moved.  Can this please be 
clarified, further if there are not sufficient places in the 
relevant year groups to accommodate our children, will 
transport then be funded to alternative schools with relevant 
places? 
 

Current pupil numbers broken down by year group 
are as follows: 
 
Berriew C.P School1 
Reception – 13 pupils 
Year 1 – 14 pupils 
Year 2 – 13 pupils 
Year 3 – 7 pupils 
Year 4 – 13 pupils 
Year 5 – 11 pupils 
Year 6 – 15 pupils 

                                            
1 Teacher Centre – 24th June 2021 
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If there is no space available at a school, then free 
home-to-school transport would be provided to 
eligible pupils to their next nearest alternative school.  
 

15.1.5.3 The Council has identified a range of options and has put 
forward a number of reasons as to why it makes sense to 
close Castle Caereinion school. It is important to note that 
although the Council appears to have considered nine 
different options, only six of these are potentially viable 
options. Options 5, 7 and 9 cannot be considered as it is not 
legally possible to merge a VC school with a CP school.  
 

Options 5,7 and 9 – it is possible to merge VC 
schools and CP schools by closing both schools, and 
opening as a new school, which could either be a 
Church in Wales school or a CP school.  Recent 
examples of this include the establishment of 
Welshpool CiW Primary School from the closure of 
Gungrog CiW Primary School, Oldford CiW School, 
Ardwyn CiW School and Ysgol Maesydre (a CP 
School).  Also, the establishment of Ysgol Cwm 
Banwy CiW Primary School (VA) following the 
closure of Ysgol Llanerfyl and Ysgol Dyffryn Banw.   
 

15.1.5.4 The consultation document states:  
 
“Free home to school transport would be provided to eligible 
pupils in accordance with Council’s home to school transport 
policy. However, it is acknowledged that there would be an 
impact on families due to the requirement to travel to school 
events, which could have a greater impact on children from 
economically deprived backgrounds…..of pupils attending 
Castle Caereinion C. in W. School …… it is likely that the 
proportion of children from economically deprived 
backgrounds is minimal.”  
 
However, this does not acknowledge that families could be 
just over the threshold for FSM and therefore not identified as 
being economically deprived. The parental transport costs 

Parents are able to choose any school for their 
child(ren), and if there’s a place at the school, then 
they can be offered a place.  However, the Council’s 
Home-to-School Transport Policy provides transport 
to a pupil’s nearest or catchment school and does 
not provide transport to denominational schools 
specifically.  If a parent chose a school that is not 
their nearest school, then they would be responsible 
for ensuring their child(ren) are transported to that 
school.  It is recognised that if a parent didn’t drive, 
or have access to a car, then they would have to 
make alternative arrangements which could include 
private taxi/shared transport with other parents.  The 
Council recognises that this may potentially have an 
economic impact on the parent.  
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that would need to be incurred to attend a Church in Wales 
school (given transport is only provided to the nearest 
alternative school) or indeed, to access extra-curricular 
activities at the “nearest alternative school”, could place 
undue hardship on these parents.  
 

 
The Consultation Document includes the following: 
‘However it is acknowledged that there would be an 
impact on families due to the requirement to travel to 
school events, which could have a greater impact on 
children from economically deprived backgrounds.’ 
.  

15.1.5.5 After reading through the consultation document on the 
closure of this school, I feel that the reasons given lack 
serious consideration on the effects to the local community. 
The two key reasons that I read are to 1) reduce the Council's 
overall surplus capacity in primary school and 2) to realise a 
financial savings to the council. Powys is in its very nature a 
rural county and only thrives if its communities thrive.  
 

The proposal is intended to address the main 
challenges outlined in the Consultation Document: 

xvi) Low pupils numbers 
xvii) High budget per pupil 
xviii) Issues with the building 
xix) Combined age classes 
xx) Leadership 

 
Following consideration of a number of options, the 
preferred option is to close Castle Caereinion CiW 
School, pupils to attend nearest alternative schools. 
 
The reasons for this are: 
 

- Would address the issue of low pupil numbers 
at Castle Caereinion 

- Would reduce the Council’s overall surplus 
capacity in primary schools 

- Revenue saving to the Council 
- Pupils would attend larger schools, which 

would be better equipped to meet the 
requirements of the new curriculum 

- Pupils would attend larger schools, which 
could provide a wider range of educational 
and extra-curricular opportunities 
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- Pupils would attend schools with more 
suitable accommodation 

- Meets all of the Critical Success Factors 
 
The impact on the community is included within the 
draft Community Impact Assessment that will be 
updated to reflect information received during 
consultation. 
 

15.1.5.6 The Local Authority has continually referred to our school 
building as not being suitable to deliver the New Curriculum.  
We strongly contest this, as parts of the new curriculum are 
already being delivered in Castle Caereinion CiW School and 
very successfully too.  This has been clearly demonstrated by 
Appendix A in the school’s own response to the consultation. 
 

Castle Caereinion School has multiple entry points, 
with shared access to the village hall. The foundation 
phase class is a large space. There is access to the 
outdoors but with only one door, that is the only 
viewpoint for staff, combining indoor/outdoor 
activities is more difficult. 

The key stage 2 class is a portacabin-type extension. 

 

15.1.5.7 You claim the school is not able to provide the new curriculum 
when it has such great spaces indoors and outside which can 
be used for forest schools so I'm not sure where that idea has 
come from! It all seems to come down to saving money and 
not children's wellbeing and happiness which in these strange 
times is very sad. 
 

See point 15.1.5.8 

15.1.5.8 New curriculum – there are various references in the 
document that the school is not equipped to meet the needs 
of the new curriculum.  I would strongly dispute this claim – 
the school has been working over the last two years to 
prepare for introduction of the new curriculum and is already 
well placed to deliver the principles with all the facilities as 

With a two-teacher school it is more difficult to deliver 
the new curriculum. There are a limited number of 
teachers and support staff, the expertise for all areas 
of learning and experience is not as strong as a team 
of teachers each of whom can lead on one area. The 
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outlined above including well developed outdoor spaces and 
a dedicated IT suite.  The mixed age model also lends itself 
well to the principles of the curriculum, therefore I propose 
this is not a valid argument for closure of the school.   
 

breadth of staff brings a larger skill set so that pupils 
have more opportunities.  
Within mixed age classes, the age range and ability 
range would be greater than in a smaller age range 
class. In a larger school, could enhance pupil 
wellbeing and development, for example there would 
be greater opportunities for friendship groups with 
children of the same age and greater opportunities to 
work collaboratively with pupils of the same age and 
ability.  

15.1.5.9 I believe that the school and the outdoor classroom area as 
well as the big green fields together with a dedicated team of 
teachers/support staff are more than capable of providing a 
full and comprehensive education as outlined in the Early 
Years Curriculum. I do not recognise the description that 
speaks of inadequate IT facilities and outdoor classroom 
provisions. 
 

Comment noted. In a larger school, there would be a 
wider range of resources available, which could 
include dedicated IT equipment. Within a small 
school, it becomes increasingly difficult to manage 
resources effectively. 

15.1.5.10 The document fails to recognise that Castle Caereinion CiW 
School is more than capable of delivering the new curriculum. 
 

See 15.1.5.8 

15.1.5.11 The consultation document, whilst noting the previous long 
period of instability, suggest that the school finally having its 
own standalone headteacher limits (because of their 
significant teaching commitment) the time available to focus 
on leadership of the school. However, since this appointment 
the school has gone from strength to strength as evidenced in 
the school Support Visits from the Local Authority (fully 
detailed in Appendix C of the school GB’s consultation 
response). 
 

The Council recognises the work of the current 
headteacher in leading the school. It is very difficult 
for a headteacher, without any other senior leaders, 
to conduct all of the leadership and management 
roles whilst having a large teaching commitment. In a 
small teacher school, all of the responsibility for 
leadership rests with the headteacher. Within a 
larger school, distributed leadership amongst the 
senior leaders would support the management of the 
school.  
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15.1.5.12 The Governing Body are concerned that this statement 
acknowledging the loss of extra-curricular provision is 
contradictory to part of the Council’s own rationale for closure, 
as stated in section 16(i) Wellbeing and attitudes to learning 
section on page 11, ‘In the longer term, the intention is that 
implementation of the preferred option would have a positive 
impact on pupil wellbeing and attitudes to learning as they 
would transfer to larger schools with larger cohorts of pupils, 
providing improved social and extra-curricular opportunities’.  
Whilst these schools may be able to provide the extra-
curricular activities, the council itself has acknowledged that 
the children will not be able to access them.  Therefore, this 
does not address the wellbeing and attitudes to learning 
section of the Schools Organisation Code which states that 
‘relevant bodies should place the interests of the learners 
above all others’.  We fail to see how removing the children’s 
access to extra-curricular activities is placing their interests 
first. 
 

The Council is not removing access to extra-
curricular activities for the children. It is 
acknowledged that, for some pupils, it may be more 
difficult to access after-school activities due to 
reliance on home-to-school transport.  However, lots 
of pupils across the county rely on home-to-school 
transport and schools are able to ensure that they 
have the opportunities that they need.  

15.1.5.13 The Consultation Document states that headteacher has 
significant teaching commitment.  See the below table to see 
how the leadership commitment compares to other local 
schools within a ten-mile radius: 
 
Castle Caereinion CiW 
NOR = 25; Leadership (days) = 2; Teaching (days) = 3 
 
Berriew CP School 
NOR = 85; Leadership (days) = 2; Teaching (days) = 3 
 
Ysgol Meifod 
NOR = 81; Leadership (days) = 1.5; Teaching (days) = 3.5 

As part of the funding formula for schools, all schools 
under 90 receive funding for up to 2 days management 
time. Under delegation of budgets to Governing Bodies, 
schools may decide to how much management time to 
allocate to their headteacher. 

Many of the larger schools have a deputy headteacher 
who is able to share the leadership responsibilities with 
the headteacher. 
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Leighton 
NOR = 91;  
 
Rhiw Bechan 
NOR = 135; 
 
Guilsfield 
NOR = 137; Leadership (days) = 2.5; Teaching (days) = 2.5 
 
Llanfair Caereinion CP  
NOR = 161; Leadership (days) = 5; Teaching (days) = 0 
 
Welshpool CiW 
NOR = 356; Leadership (days) = 5; Teaching (days) = 0 
 
As you can see the leadership commitment at Castle 
Caereinion CiW School is no greater than the other schools 
and is some cases it is greater. It is also identical to Berriew – 
the school to which many pupils are expected to go if Castle 
school closes! 
 

 

15.1.5.14 The Governing body would like to point out that whilst the 
school was previously graded an Amber in the Schools 
Categorisation system, this was due to having an Acting 
Headteacher in place at the time and was not due to the 
standards.  As seen in the Support Visits (Appendix C) 
standards and attitudes across the school have been 
improving.  It is worth noting that under the Schools 
Categorisation system any school with an Acting 
Headteacher cannot be graded higher than 
an Amber category, regardless of standards.  

The point raised is noted. 
There has been no school categorisation since the 
autumn term 2019. 
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15.1.5.15 The Estyn inspection referred to in the Consultation document 
took place in 2016 when the previous shared headship model 
was in place. Subsequent to this, Estyn conducted a review in 
2018 rated the school as ‘good’. The previous amber school 
categorisation support capacity rating was applied because 
the school had an Acting Headteacher in place. Having 
supported the change to permanent leadership arrangements 
just 18 months ago, we do not feel that the Council has given 
the school a reasonable timescale to demonstrate 
improvement and grow pupil numbers, particularly with the 
disruption caused by Covid over the last year. 
 

See point 15.1.5.14 

15.1.5.16 I would like to challenge the comment that transferring pupils 
to a larger school would provide improved opportunities, 
when here at Castle Caereinion Church in Wales School the 
school provides an excellent broad-based education, not only 
do the children benefit from this they also become happy, 
engaged, confident and independent individuals who grow up 
with good communication skills, are resilient and mature well 
with their experiences gained at the school.  
 

See point 15.1.5.8 

15.1.5.17 Public transport to and from Castle Caereinion is not an 
alternative option to support students travel to and from 
school. Any child from a low income family will be 
disproportionately penalised which in contra to the 2018-2023 
vision for Powys to be “established as an innovation base for 
learning, research and skills”. 
 

Should the school close, free home-to-school 
transport would be provided for eligible pupils to their 
nearest or catchment school, in accordance with the 
Council’s Home-to-School Policy.  If a parent chose 
a school that is not their nearest school, then they 
would be responsible for ensuring their child(ren) are 
transported to that school.  It is recognised that if a 
parent didn’t drive, or have access to a car, then they 
would have to make alternative arrangements which 
could include private taxi/shared transport with other 
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parents.  The Council recognises that this may 
potentially have an economic impact on the parent. 
 

15.1.5.18 I have read through your document “Proposal to close Castle 
Caereinion Church in Wales School” and I must say I am a bit 
underwhelmed by the document.  
 

The Consultation Document is aligned with the 
requirements of the Welsh Government’s School 
Organisation Code.  

15.1.5.19 As with the other primary schools going through this process 
at the moment it would appear that in order to appease 
ESTYN only evidence that suits your argument is being used. 
 

The Council is required to comply with the 
requirements of the Welsh Government’s School 
Organisation Code in terms of the information 
required.  
 

15.1.5.20 Appendix D – certain inaccuracies which have been rectified 
by PCC including safeguarding where there was an issue of 
open access to the school to which the Diocese of St Asaph 
have clearly stated there is separate access to the community 
hall and that the school has sole use of it during the day.  
 

Comment noted. 

15.1.5.21 I disagree with the statements of the lack of equipment to 
educate in Castle Caereinion. 
 

Comment noted. 

15.1.5.22 I would propose that the wider impact of closure of the school 
needs to be explored more carefully. 
 

The Council has published draft Impact Assessments 
as part of the consultation documentation, and these 
will be updated to reflect information gathered during 
the consultation.  
 

15.1.5.23 Steps were taken, fully supported by Powys County Council 
school's management team to reintroduce a Teaching Head 
model, which has been a huge positive for the school. It 
suggests in the consultation document that this is negative as 
the large teaching commitment does not allow to sufficient 
leadership focus. I would strongly dispute this statement. The 

The role of a teaching headteacher is extremely 
demanding on their time to lead and manage the 
school while taking on a large teaching commitment. 
The very small staff in a two-class school means that 
there are very limited opportunities for shared 
leadership, no senior management team, and limited 
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teaching head is allocated leadership time, which is again 
fully costed in a currently positive budget and is again on par 
with the teaching commitment of heads in other schools in the 
area who are not being subjected to this process. I feel it is 
important to acknowledge there have been considerable 
increased demands on the Headteacher during the pandemic 
to implement the everchanging Covid requirements, which is 
not a true reflection of leadership requirements in a ‘normal’ 
time.  However, the fact that the headteacher has been able 
to meet all these requirements and still deliver a high 
standard of education and wellbeing support is a credit to the 
individual and the school model. 
 

resources to develop key roles, such as that of the 
ALNCo, in readiness for the new ALN Act. 

15.1.5.24 We have spotted errors in the consultation report, is that still 
then a fair consultation and would it still go forward? 
 

Comments / queries about the consultation 
document have been responded to in this report. 

15.1.5.25 Following on from that, in the assessment for each option, 
you’ve got option 7 and you have 2 question marks, “could be 
met”, and option 9 is obviously 4.  If those question marks, 
“could be met”, then surely they should be ticked and that 
would be 4 and 4? Yet the only option seems to be to close 
and therefore option 7 should still be available to us. 
 

 

 

15.2 Comments about the consultation response form 

 

15.2.1 You ask for my gender in the next section but I don’t have a 
“gender” I have a sex. There are only two sexes and by asking 
gender which can mean anything these days it is impossible to 
look at the data you have collected to accurately gauge whether 
sex based rights under the equality act have been protected. I 
suggest you use sex in future surveys and look at #sexmatters 

Comment noted.  
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The Safe Schools Alliance and Transgender Trend to look at 
supporting equality in education in Powys fairly to all protected 
characteristics. 
 

15.2.2 Look at some questions on this form, they are baffling to people 
and could be simpler. 
 

Comment noted. 
 

 

15.3 Comments about the impact assessments 

 

15.3.1 It is the assessment of the Recreation Committee that PCC have 
not completed a thorough analysis leading to the release of the 
consultation document and without conducting a detailed impact 
assessment on potential implications to fund the community hall 
the consultation process should rescind the proposal and continue 
status quo.  Without a formal impact assessment, the school 
closure could lead to the closure of the community hall which 
would bring significant bearing on the community and well-being 
on members of the agriculture community which has the highest 
suicide rates as a profession in the UK. 
 

The Council is not proposing to close the 
Community Centre and therefore is not required to 
carry out an impact assessment specifically on this 
issue. However, information supplied by the school 
and included within the draft Community Impact 
Assessment indicate that the school is the main 
financial contributor to the Community Centre.  The 
Community Impact Assessment will be updated to 
include information gathered during the consultation.  
 

 

16. Alternative options 

 

16.1 Retain the status quo 

 

16.1.1 It is our view that there is a case to retain this school given its 
location, the community it serves (which is growing), and the 
greater distances children will need to travel to a new school.  
 

Maintaining the Status Quo is considered as an 
option within the Consultation Document in respect 
of the current proposal to close Castle Caereinion 
C. in W. School, however the Council’s view is that 
this would not address the challenges facing the 
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school as identified in the Consultation Document, 
nor would it address the challenges facing 
education in Powys as outlined in the Strategy for 
Transforming Education in Powys. 
 

16.1.2 I think the only option is to keep the school open. 
 

As above. 

16.1.3 Remain open and continue to review 
 

As above. 

16.1.4 Instead of closing the school they could keep us open and let 
more children come here. 
 

As above. 

16.1.5 The only option that fits the brief of serving others, rather than 
yourselves, is to remain open; not just our school but all rural 
schools. 
 

As above. 

16.1.6 Powys County Council should be helping to keep these schools 
open and offering opportunities for them to thrive more and more. 
 

As above. 

16.1.7 I won't apologise for having only the option of keeping the 
existing school open.  
 

As above. 

16.1.8 I think that Castle Caereinion School should stay open, maybe 
we could do more to get more children to come to our school! 
 

As above. 

16.1.9 Keep the school open as a school and appreciate how important 
it is for the village. 
 

As above. 

16.1.10 I feel that Powys County Council needs to keep this school open. 
 

As above. 
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16.1.11 The school needs to be kept open in order to provide an 
education for our children and allow them to form an integral part 
of the village and wider community. 
 

As above. 

16.1.12 I think they should let us stay open. 
 

As above. 

16.1.13 Yes, keep the school open. It has been a functioning school for 
130 years. What will our future generation have to be proud of? 
 

As above. 

16.1.14 Keeping it open is the only option I think you should be thinking 
about. Trying to make bigger schools isn't going to be helpful to 
those who need more one to one. 
 

As above. 

16.1.15 So let’s keep Castle Caereinion School OPEN for future 
generations 
 

As above. 

16.1.16 First and foremost, to keep the school open. If that requires 
greater resource-sharing and co-operation with other nearby 
schools (as already happens with Berriew Primary school) then 
so be it. It is pivotal that the school remains open within the 
village. 
 

The Council encourages all schools to work in 
collaboration.  However, this would not fully address 
the challenges faced by Castle Caereinion C.in W. 
school.  

16.1.17 Stop closing our school because I like my school. You could 
close a different school instead. 
 

Maintaining the Status Quo is considered as an 
option within the Consultation Document in respect 
of the current proposal to close Castle Caereinion 
C. in W. School, however the Council’s view is that 
this would not address the challenges facing the 
school as identified in the Consultation Document, 
nor would it address the challenges facing 
education in Powys as outlined in the Strategy for 
Transforming Education in Powys. 
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The Council is currently reviewing a number of 
other schools as well as Castle Caereinion C. in W. 
School and has carried out consultation on a 
number of proposals relating to a number of other 
schools.  
 

 

16.2 Pause the consultation process 

 

16.2.1 The school should be given further time to build on and embed 
the new teaching structure implemented in Autumn 2019. 
 
 

Whilst the Council is pleased that the school has 
made good progress since establishing new 
leadership in 2019, the Council’s view is that 
keeping the school open to allow time for the new 
teaching structure to embed won’t address the 
challenges facing the school as outlined in the 
Consultation Document. In particular, pupil numbers 
remain very low and aren’t expected to increase 
significantly.  
 

16.2.2 I really hope that you can give us a few more years to show you 
what Castle Caereinion is capable of. 
 

As above. 

16.2.3 I do not believe that closing Castle Caereinion CiW School is the 
right thing to do at the current time. Allow the school an additional 
two years to demonstrate growth from the new leadership model. 
This would also prevent the emotional damage that will be done 
to the children in closing their school during the Covid pandemic, 
when so many have already suffered loss already.  
 

As above. 

16.2.4 Give them time, to plan, to fund, to educate how small schools 
benefit children rather than super schools. 
 

As above. 
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16.2.5 Allow the school an additional two years to demonstrate growth 
from the new leadership model. This will allow more pupils to 
come to the school and more to transfer into the Caereinion 
Cluster high school, which is dual stream language. 
 

As above. 

16.2.6 I really hope that you can give us a few more years to show you 
what Castle Caereinion is capable of. 
 

As above 

16.2.7 Wait until the proposed buildings and developments are built, as 
then more pupils will use the school and the numbers will 
increase.  
 

Whilst the Council recognises the housing 
developments in the area, it is not expected that 
pupil numbers would increase significantly, and the 
school would continue to be a small school. 
 

16.2.8 Give us more time because there are more houses being built in 
the village so there could be more children to come yet. We are 
slowly growing our community but because of Covid we just need 
a little bit more time to help us to do this! 
 

As above.   

16.2.9 If you could wait until the new houses are built we might get new 
students and if we can get the school to be known more then 
more people will come. 
 

As above. 

16.2.10 Maybe you could give a bit more time so if when the new houses 
are built then they can bring their children here. That means there 
will be more people to come to our school and that means more 
friends for us. 
 

As above 

16.2.11 Please give us more time for the new houses which are being 
built. We will have more pupils then. 
 

As above. 

16.2.12 Please let us stay at our school. With Coronavirus shutting the 
school last year we want something stable, safe and secure for a 

As above.  The Council recognises that children’s 
education has been disrupted due to the pandemic 
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bit. The council say that this is a 10 year transformation 
programme. Why not leave it a few years for the houses to be 
built and sold to families and then go over it again.  
 

but the challenges facing Castle Caereinion C. in 
W. School need to be addressed. 

16.2.13 Wait for the houses to be built and to increase the pupil numbers, 
building work to be carried out that has been reported. 
 

As above. 

16.2.14 Give us more time for the new houses to be built because more 
children might come to this school. 
 

As above. 

16.2.15 Promote the school until there are more pupils. 
 

Even with more promotion, it is not expected that 
pupil numbers would increase significantly.  The 
school would continue to be a small school. 
 

16.2.16 If we have more time we could make signs for more children to 
come to our school. 
 

As above. 

16.2.17 Can you give us more time and we can try to get more pupils into 
the school. We can put fliers up to get more pupils in. Why does 
this school need to shut? We can cope with less pupils. 
 

As above. 
 
The reasons for the proposal are outlined within the 
Consultation Document. 
 

16.2.18 I feel the council should withdraw the consultation, at the earliest 
until the Covid pandemic allows the relevant stakeholders and 
wider community involved in the school to meet in the 
conventional manner, i.e., not virtually.  
 

All stakeholders have had the opportunity to be 
involved in the consultation. 

16.2.19 Keep the school open, I would like to see another up-to-date 
Estyn report to be conducted once we are over the pandemic. 
 

Estyn is currently not undertaking school 
inspections due to the pandemic. 
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16.2.20 Allow the children time to adapt to the changes that the pandemic 
has made, whilst allowing the school time to show the growth it 
can make in this time. 
 

The Council recognises that children’s education 
has been disrupted due to the pandemic but the 
challenges facing Castle Caereinion C. in W. 
School need to be addressed. 
 

16.2.21 Maybe PCC needs to look at increasing housing in Powys and 
increasing the population in Wales.  
 

The Council has an ambitious target to increase 
social housing throughout the county. 

16.2.22 Delaying the process by a year would have allowed the Council 
to put together an accurate, fact-based proposal; have access to 
up-to-date statistics on pupil numbers, educational standards etc; 
give greater opportunity for the measures introduced by the new 
school leadership team to bear fruit; allow for proper community 
consultation. 
 

The Consultation Document is based on detailed 
consideration of a number of options and the most 
recent data at the time of writing.  All stakeholders 
have had an opportunity to be involved in the 
consultation.  
 
The Council’s view is that keeping the school open 
to allow time for the new teaching structure to 
embed won’t address the challenges facing the 
school as outlined in the Consultation Document.  
In particular, pupil numbers remain very low and 
aren’t expected to increase significantly. 
 

 

16.3 More use of technology 

 

16.3.1 The best use should be made of digital technology to enable cost-
effective delivery of distance learning in specialist and technical 
subjects, to share resources and reduce costs.  
 

All schools are already expected to use technology 
to enhance teaching and learning. It is the Council’s 
view that this alone won’t address the challenges 
faced by Castle Caereinion C. in W. School. 
 

16.3.2 The increased use of technology has been shown in recent 

months to enable children to develop educationally. Smaller 

As above.  
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schools can use technology to enable children to participate in a 

wider curriculum in a supportive environment. 

 

 

16.4 Other suggestions 

 

16.4.1 Putting in a training head or a headship of lower grade would 
save money.  
 

The Council’s view is that this won’t address the 
challenges faced by Castle Caereinion C. in W. 
School. 
 

16.4.2 Instead of shutting the school down, I believe it would be better 
practise to investigate why the school is costing more than the 
average and other schools. 
 

There is a minimum level of spend required to run a 
school in terms of staffing and premises costs. The 
smaller the number of pupils, the greater the cost 
per pupil. 
 

16.4.3 Joining us with another school and have a shared head. 
 

Options for federation and merger with other 
schools have been considered and discounted. 
 

16.4.4 The Council should use long-term, low interest finance to install 
measures making the school carbon neutral. 
 

The Council’s view is that this won’t address the 
challenges faced by Castle Caereinion C. in W. 
School. 

16.4.5 We should be encouraging small village schools. Let's boost 
money within the school systems with pta and fundraising etc. 
 

As above. 

16.4.6 Ask for more local support, we are here and willing to help, we 
can find raise and volunteer. 
 

As above. 

16.4.7 Do not close the school but give it as much support as possible. 
 

As above. 

16.4.8 Ask the Minister for Education for more support, while she 
supports rural schools to stay open. 

As above. 
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16.4.9 Continued support for the Headteacher, staff and governors in 
support of their work to educate young students from our 
community. 
 

The Council continue to support the headteacher, 
staff and governors at the school. 

16.4.10 Using Castle Caereinion as a feeder school for Caereinion high 
school for the English-speaking as when that goes as a through 
school it won't be able to accommodate all pupils.  
 

The Council’s view is that this won’t address the 
challenges faced by Castle Caereinion C. in W. 
School. 

16.4.11 I think a school is an important part of the community so if it 
closes it should become an activity centre or a day centre or 
provide work opportunities for people or office space. 
 

Comment noted.  

16.4.12 Contact all your own meetings on zoom no more petrol 
expensive. Find ways cut cost at PCC not at children's expense. 
 

The Council is operating a work from home policy 
currently.  

16.4.13 Don't pay overtime on some services. Cut paperwork to minimum 
must be loads ways cut cost not our school or village hall it will 
not be much of saving anyway with transport and people will not 
want homes with zero in village. But careful thought should be 
given after Covid to how we live and how children should have to 
manage.  
 

Comment noted.  

16.4.14 The viability of the school should be linked to plan for the 
sustainable growth of the village's population. The planning 
department could allow small- scale developments of affordable 
housing of up to ten homes on rural exception sites adjoining its 
development boundary. 
 

Comment noted. 

 

17. Comments about impact on the Welsh language 
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17.1 Comments about Welsh at Castle Caereinion School 

 

17.1.1 I myself attended the school and then went onto attend 
Caereinion high school. Due to the foundation of Welsh that I 
learned in primary school, I was taught bilingually in Llanfair. 
 

Comment noted. 

17.1.2 We do a good job of speaking Welsh here. 
 

Comment noted. 

17.1.3 They probably get taught more Welsh as there are less children 
and they can focus on one subject. 
 

Comment noted. 

17.1.4 We speak Welsh really well in school. 
 

Comment noted. 

17.1.5 In my opinion, smaller learning groups are a positive influence on 
learning languages and therefore believe that closure would have 
a NEGATIVE impact. 
 

Comment noted. 

17.1.6 I think we are doing well at learning Welsh! 
 

Comment noted. 

17.1.7 My son although he is English loves the Welsh language other 
schools do not teach it as well as this school dose it would be a 
shame not to carry on the Welsh language. 
 

Comment noted. Should the Council proceed with 
the proposal to close Castle Caereinion C. in W. 
School, pupils would continue to learn Welsh at the 
alternative schools. 
 

17.1.8 We learn how to speak Welsh everyday. Mrs Andrew also helps 
us with our Welsh. 
 

As above. 

17.1.9 We learn lots of Welsh in Castle Caereinion CiW School - it is 
great fun! It might not be the same at another school. 
 

As above. 
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17.1.10 I understand from my son that the children are encouraged to 
speak and use Welsh as much as they wish during the school 
day and I am not sure how much other schools encourage it. 
 

As above. 

17.1.11 Whilst Castle School is English stream, there are various 

opportunities within the school for the children to learn and be 

exposed to the Welsh language. Incidental Welsh is used daily 

within the school along with regular lessons from a peripatetic 

teacher. The children are also encouraged to practice their Welsh 

and awarded half termly Welsh Awards. If the children are 

moved, there is no guarantee this level of teaching and Welsh 

use will continue in a different school and therefore could be 

adversely affected.   

 

As above. 

17.1.12 The children do a lot of learning in the Welsh language which I'm 
not confident would be replicated in another setting. 
 

As above. 

 

17.2 Negative impact on the Welsh language 
 

17.2.1 It would have a negative affect. Closing our school implies we are 
not good enough when the staff do a marvellous job. Teaching 
the Welsh language and its culture is a natural important part of 
that. 
 

Comment noted. Should the Council proceed with 
the proposal to close Castle Caereinion C. in W. 
School, pupils would continue to learn Welsh at the 
alternative schools. 
 

17.2.2 If you close our school most of the Welsh language will be gone 
out of our village. 
 

As above. 

17.2.3 Welsh will go out of the community if we don't learn it at school. 
 

As above. 

17.2.4 If you close the school the Welsh will go from the village. As above. 
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17.2.5 If you close our school, less people in the village will speak 
Welsh. 
 

As above. 

17.2.6 You would be losing Welsh from Castle. 
 

As above. 

17.2.7 If there was no school people would not know how to speak 
Welsh. 
 

As above. 

17.2.8 People might forget Welsh (and Polish). 
 

As above. 

17.2.9 However the positives of keeping Castle Caereinion school open 
and keeping the children here is not every parent wants there 
children in a fluent Welsh school. They do learn Welsh in the 
school and they do have Welsh lessons. Also when it's time to 
look for high schools they do have schools with Welsh and 
English so you don't need to be fluent Welsh to go to high school 
but you will still learn Welsh in high school with is obviously a 
positive. 
 

As above. 

17.2.10 I believe that closing Castle Caereinion CiW School would result 
in a loss of children's access to Welsh language provision. 
Currently the pupils from Castle tend to feed into Caereinion High 
School. This is a dual stream school, thus provides children the 
option to move to the Welsh stream or to complete some subjects 
through the medium of Welsh. If Castle were to close the children 
would be moved to schools in the Welshpool cluster, thus 
meaning that pupils will likely feed into Welshpool High School 
instead, Welshpool High School is an English medium secondary 
school. Therefore to close Castle Caereinion CiW School, would 
result in a loss of pupils assimilation with the Welsh language and 
their Welsh heritage. 

Should the school close, pupils would transfer to 
their nearest alternative schools.  For some, these 
could be Berriew C. P School, Guilsfield C. P. 
School or Welshpool C. in W. School.  These 
schools are feeder schools to Welshpool High 
School.  It is correct that Welshpool High School is 
an English-medium school. 
 
The Council acknowledges that pupils transferring 
to Welshpool High School would not have the same 
experience of the Welsh Language compared to 
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 Caereinion High School as that is a dual-stream 
school.  
 

17.2.11 Traditionally the school has had the relationship with Caereinion 
high school with a higher importance placed on the Welsh 
language in this secondary school on comparison with 
Welshpool. The closure of Castle Caereinion will result in more 
children having to attend numerous other schools that won't have 
the same affiliation with a Welsh language school which will have 
a large impact on where they attend secondary school. 
 

As above. 

17.2.12 If you close the school 60% of Welsh users in Castle would 
disappear. 
 

Comment noted. 

17.2.13 Both languages should be taught equal which in a smaller school 
this must be easier. Give the kids a chance after Covid, I'm pretty 
sure it's easier to teach and stamp out bullying in smaller schools 
so languages must be easier. 
 

Castle Caereinion is an English-medium school, 
with Welsh taught as a second language.  
 
The Council recognises that children’s education 
has been disrupted due to the pandemic, but the 
challenges faced by Castle Caereinion C. in W. 
school need to be addressed. 
 
There is no evidence of more bullying taking place 
in larger schools compared to smaller schools.  
 

17.2.14 As we are near the border and other primary schools locally are 
also under threat, and those that aren't are fully subscribed, some 
students may have to go into England – they will not have the 
option to learn Welsh. 
 

Given the location of Castle Caereinion, it is unlikely 
that the alternative provision for any current pupils 
would be located in England. 

17.2.15 It is not possible for the school to be closed without adverse 
effects (on the Welsh language). 

Comment noted. 
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17.3 No impact on the Welsh language 

 

17.3.1 In my opinion there is no positive or negative effects for persons 

to use the Welsh language less favourably than the English 

language Castle Caereinion is an English medium school which I 

believe is the fault of PCC education board for not making the 

school in favour of a Welsh medium.  

 

Comment noted. 

17.3.2 I am Welsh but do not speak Welsh I have gone through primary 

school, high school college and Welsh language has not helped or 

hindered my life at all. 

 

Comment noted. 

17.3.3 Given that the current school is not Welsh language or bilingual, I 
do not see that the proposal would have any impact on the use of 
the Welsh language. 
 

Comment noted. 

 

17.4 Other comments 

 

17.4.1 I wish I could speak Welsh but doesn’t make me less of a Welsh 

person.   

 

Comment noted. 

17.4.2 I am not an educationist nor a Welsh speaker, but if the Welsh 
language is seen as such an important part of this country's 
heritage then investment in ensuring all paid staff and helpers are 
fluent in Welsh is extremely essential and will promote the regular 
use of Welsh as an alternative to English in outside school 
environments. I would strongly support this stance but along with 
great support for the remainder of the curriculum. 

Comment noted. 
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17.4.3 The viability of the school should be linked to plan for the 
sustainable growth of the village's population. The planning 
department could allow small- scale developments of affordable 
housing of up to ten homes on rural exception sites adjoining its 
development boundary. 
 

Comment noted. 

17.4.4 If the school was to close and all pupils went to a Welsh language 
school the positives would be that they would be learning Welsh a 
lot more and could go on to speak fluent Welsh if that’s what was 
wanted. 
 

Comment noted. 

 

18. Comments in support of the proposal 

 

18.1 I agree with the proposal. The consultation report states that the 
school’s budget share per pupil during 2020-21 was £6,919. This is 
significantly higher than the Powys average of £4,264. This level of 
disparity cannot be justified and is unfair to all other learners in 
Powys. 
 

Comment noted. 

18.2 I feel it should close as it is too small of a school now. Myself and 
my husband went to the school 30 years ago and the school was 
double the size it is now. Children need a bigger school and more 
opportunities than Castle currently is. 
 

Comment noted. 

18.3 We live in Castle Caereinion but chose to send our child who 
started school in 2020 to Berriew instead of Castle as we felt the 
school was too small and would benefit from a larger school. Our 
child is really enjoying it and feel glad we didn’t send our child to a 
small school.  
 

Comment noted. 
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7. FURTHER ASESSMENT AND CONCLUSION 

 

The School Organisation Code includes some additional steps to be undertaken in respect of the consultation report for proposals 

relating to the closure of rural schools. This section addresses these requirements. 

 

7.1 Further assessment of the proposal and alternatives 

 

Following consultation, the Council has carried out a further assessment of the proposal and the alternatives identified in the 

proposal paper on the likely impact on quality and standards in education, the likely impact on the community and the likely effect of 

different travelling arrangements.  

 

The revised assessments, which take account of further information that has come forward through the consultation or otherwise, 

are provided in the table below: 

 

Option Likely impact on quality and 
standards 
 

Likely impact on the community Likely impact of different travelling 
arrangements 

Option 1: 
Status Quo – 
continue as a 
standalone 
school 
 

There would be no impact on quality 
and standards – pupils would 
continue to attend the current 
provision at Castle Caereinion. 
 

There would be no impact on the 
community – provision would 
continue to be available in Castle 
Caereinion. 

There would be no impact on travel 
arrangements – pupils would 
continue to attend Castle Caereinion 
C. in W. School. 
 

Option 2: 
Federation 
with Welshpool 
C. in W. School 
 

The impact on quality and standards 
would be minimal. Castle Caereinion 
C. in W. School would continue to 
operate as a standalone school; 
however, the school would be 
federated with Welshpool C. in W. 
school, meaning that one joint 
governing body would be 

The impact on the community would 
be minimal – provision would 
continue to be available in Castle 
Caereinion.  
 
However, one joint governing body 
would be responsible for both 
schools, therefore there could be a 

There would be no impact on travel 
arrangements – pupils would 
continue to attend Castle Caereinion 
C. in W. School. 
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responsible for both schools. There 
would also be the potential for 
shared leadership across the two 
schools.  
 
Establishment of the federation 
could lead to opportunities to share 
staff / resources across the 
federation, which would have a 
positive impact on quality and 
standards. 
 

perceived reduction in community 
involvement in management of the 
school, depending on the makeup of 
the federated governing body.  
 

Option 3: 
Merge with 
Welshpool C. 
in W. School to 
establish a 
new school on 
two sites 
 

Welshpool C. in W. School was 
established in 2017 following the 
amalgamation of 4 nursery and 
infant schools in Welshpool. The 
school is currently operating across 
three sites, pending a move to a new 
building in 2021. 
 
Merging Castle Caereinion C. in W. 
School and Welshpool C. in W 
School would mean that Welshpool 
C. in W School would need to 
undergo a further management of 
change process, having already 
undergone numerous changes over 
the last few years. The Council’s 
view is that this would threaten the 
quality of provision at Welshpool C. 
in W. School.  
 

The impact on the community would 
be minimal – provision would 
continue to be available in Castle 
Caereinion.  
 
However, one new governing body 
would be responsible for both sites, 
therefore there could be a perceived 
reduction in community involvement 
in management of the school, 
depending on the make up of the 
new governing body.  
 
In addition, it is possible that joint 
school activities would take place on 
the Welshpool site as the much 
larger site, which could lead to a 
reduction in activity on the Castle 
Caereinion site. 
 

Pupils would continue to attend 
school on the current site of Castle 
Caereinion C. in W. School.  
 
However, some additional travel may 
be required between schools in 
order to access activities and events. 
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Option 4: 
Close Castle 
Caereinion, but 
retain the site 
as part of 
Welshpool C. 
in W. School 
 

Welshpool C. in W. School was 
established in 2017 following the 
amalgamation of 4 nursery and 
infant schools in Welshpool. The 
school is currently operating across 
three sites, pending a move to a new 
building in 2021. 
 
Retaining the Castle Caereinion site 
as part of Welshpool C. in W School 
would lead to further change for the 
Welshpool C. in W. School 
community, which has already 
undergone numerous changes over 
the last few years. The Council’s 
view is that this would threaten the 
quality of provision at Welshpool C. 
in W. School.  
 

Provision would continue to be 
available in Castle Caereinion. 
However, the site would be 
managed by the current governing 
body of Welshpool C. in W. School, 
therefore there could be a perceived 
reduction in community involvement 
in management of the school. 
 
In addition, it is possible that joint 
school activities would take place on 
the Welshpool site as the much 
larger site, which could lead to a 
reduction in activity on the Castle 
Caereinion site. 
 

Pupils would continue to attend 
school on the current site of Castle 
Caereinion C. in W. School.  
 
However, some additional travel may 
be required between schools in 
order to access activities and events. 
 

Option 5: 
Merge with 
Berriew C.P. 
School to 
establish a 
new school on 
two sites 
 

It is anticipated that this option would 
have a positive impact on quality and 
standards through the establishment 
of one larger school, with a larger 
number of pupils and a larger team 
of staff.  
 
Whilst pupils would continue to 
attend separate sites, therefore 
would not benefit from all being 
taught together, this option would 
provide additional opportunities for 
staff expertise and resources to be 

The impact on the community would 
be minimal – provision would 
continue to be available in Castle 
Caereinion.  
 
However, one new governing body 
would be responsible for both sites, 
therefore there could be a perceived 
reduction in community involvement 
in management of the school, 
depending on the make up of the 
federated governing body.  
 

Pupils would continue to attend 
school on the current site of Castle 
Caereinion C. in W. School.  
 
However, some additional travel may 
be required between schools in 
order to access activities and events. 
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shared across both sites. Castle 
Caereinion C. in W. School and 
Berriew C.P. School are both in the 
amber support category based on 
the 2019 categorisations, therefore it 
is not anticipated that the impact on 
quality and standards would be 
negative. 
 

In addition, it is possible that joint 
school activities would take place on 
the Berriew site as the larger site, 
which could lead to a reduction in 
activity on the Castle Caereinion 
site. 
 

Option 6: 
Close Castle 
Caereinion, but 
retain the site 
as part of 
Berriew C.P. 
School 
 

Implementation of this option would 
result in closure of Castle Caereinion 
C. in W. School; however, provision 
would continue on the current site. 
Castle Caereinion C. in W. School 
and Berriew C.P. School are both in 
the amber support category based 
on the 2019 categorisations, 
therefore it is not anticipated that the 
impact on quality and standards 
would be negative. 
 
The school would be a larger school, 
with a larger number of pupils and a 
larger team of staff, which could 
have a positive impact on the 
opportunities available for pupils and 
staff.  
 
Whilst pupils would continue to 
attend separate sites, therefore 
would not benefit from all being 
taught together, this option would 

Provision would continue to be 
available in Castle Caereinion. 
However, the site would be 
managed by the current governing 
body of Berriew C.P. School, 
therefore there could be a perceived 
reduction in community involvement 
in management of the school. 
 
In addition, it is possible that joint 
school activities would take place on 
the Berriew site as the larger site, 
which could lead to a reduction in 
activity on the Castle Caereinion 
site. 
 

Pupils would continue to attend 
school on the current site of Castle 
Caereinion C. in W. School.  
 
However, some additional travel may 
be required between schools in 
order to access activities and events. 
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provide additional opportunities for 
staff expertise and resources to be 
shared across both sites. 
 

Option 7: 
Merge with 
Berriew C.P. 
School to 
establish a 
new school on 
the Berriew 
site 
 

It is anticipated that this option would 
have a positive impact on quality and 
standards through the establishment 
of one larger school, with a larger 
number of pupils and a larger team 
of staff.  
 
All pupils would attend one site, 
which would provide further benefits 
to pupils from being part of larger 
cohorts of pupils, and improved 
opportunities to share staff expertise.  
 
Castle Caereinion C. in W. School 
and Berriew C.P. School are both in 
the amber support category based 
on the 2019 categorisations, 
therefore it is not anticipated that the 
impact on quality and standards 
would be negative. 
 

There would be a significant impact 
on the community of Castle 
Caereinion as there would be no 
provision in Castle Caereinion. Many 
comments received emphasise the 
importance of the school within the 
local community and the benefits of 
being part of a close community on 
the development of pupils.  It is also 
recognised that there are strong 
links between the school, being a C. 
in W. school and the local church, 
and how this contributes to pupils’ 
development, and that this would be 
lost should the school close.  
 
In particular, there could be an 
impact on the financial viability of the 
community centre and closure of the 
school could mean that people 
would not want to live in Castle 
Caereinion in the future and could 
lead to a reduction in community 
activity in the village. In addition, the 
village has already suffered a loss of 
community facilities, and there is 
concern that closure of the school 

Additional travel would be required 
for pupils currently attending Castle 
Caereinion C. in W. School.  
 
This would mean that pupils would 
need to spend more time travelling. 
The additional travel required would 
also have an environmental impact 
and would mean that it would be 
more difficult for pupils to access 
some extra-curricular activities 
where these are held before or after 
school.  
 
Pupils living in the village of Castle 
Caereinion who are currently able to 
walk / cycle to school would no 
longer be able to do so. 
 
Whilst free home to school transport 
would be provided to eligible pupils 
in accordance with the Council’s 
Home to School Transport Policy, 
there would also be an additional 
travel requirement for parents in 
order to access school activities / 
events, which is likely to have a 
greater impact on low-income 
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could lead to closure of other 
facilities in the village. 
 
As a Church in Wales School, the 
Castle Caereinion School building is 
owned by the Diocese, therefore the 
Diocese would need to determine 
the building’s future use, and 
therefore whether or not facilities 
would remain in Castle Caereinion. 
 
Merging with Berriew C.P. School to 
establish a new school would 
provide opportunities for the Castle 
Caereinion community to be involved 
in the process of establishing the 
new school, would aid community 
involvement in the new school. 
 

families and/or families who do not 
have access to their own transport. 
 
The Council recognises that should 
Castle Caereinon C. in W. School 
close, pupils would transfer to 
alternative primary schools, and that 
some of these would be in a different 
secondary cluster i.e., Welshpool 
High School.  The Council also 
agrees that this would have transport 
implications as outlined below: 
 
 
Pupils who attend Castle Caereinion 
CiW School normally transfer to 
Caereinion High School and free 
home-to-school transport is normally 
provided for those pupils attending 
Castle Caereinion CiW School to 
Caereinion High School. 
 
Should Castle Caereinion CiW 
Primary School close, pupils living in 
the Castle Caereinion area would be 
provided with free home-to-school 
transport to their nearest or 
catchment secondary school.  In the 
case of pupils choosing to attend 
Berriew CP School, Welshpool CiW 
Primary School or Guilsfield CP 
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School, they would ordinarily transfer 
to Welshpool High School.  
 
Pupils currently accessing free 
home-to-school transport from the 
Castle Caereinion area to 
Caereinion High School would 
continue to receive this service until 
they finish their education.  However, 
this would not be available to pupils 
from Castle Caereinion if they have 
transferred to Berriew C.P. School, 
Guilsfield C. P. School or Welshpool 
C. in W. School unless Caereinion 
High School is their nearest 
secondary school.  This would have 
an implication for families who may 
already have elder siblings being 
transported to Caereinion High 
School.   
 
There may also be a potential impact 
on transport costs as there may be 
additional routes required to provide 
transport from the Castle Caereinion 
area to Welshpool High School.    
However, it would be expected that 
the existing transport routes would 
be adjusted. The estimated range of 
costs for this is dependent on which 
school parents choose for their 
pupils, should Castle Caereinion 
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close.  The following outlines the 
range of costs, depending on how 
many pupils require transport: 
 
Minimal costs – all pupils can be 
accommodated within existing 
transport provision for secondary, 
albeit some routes may need to be 
extended – £10 - £20 per school day 
- £1,900 - £3,800 per annum 

 
Need to increase size of bus – 
approx. £50 per day - £9,500 per 
annum 
 
Additional Taxi required – approx. 
£60 - £75 per day - £11,400 - 
£14,250 per annum 
 
New bus required - £170 - £230 per 
day - £32,300 - £43,700 
 

Option 8: 
Merge with 
Berriew C.P. 
School to 
establish a 
new school on 
the Castle 
Caereinion site 
 

In general, it is anticipated that this 
option would have a positive impact 
on quality and standards through the 
establishment of one larger school, 
with a larger number of pupils and a 
larger team of staff. All pupils would 
attend one site, which would provide 
further benefits to pupils from being 
part of larger cohorts of pupils, and 

There would be a positive impact on 
the Castle Caereinion community as 
this option would retain provision in 
Castle Caereinion and would lead to 
an increase in pupil numbers, 
safeguarding provision in the village 
for the future. 
 
However, there would be a negative 
impact on the Berriew community as 

Additional travel would be required 
for pupils currently attending Berriew 
C.P. School.  
 
This would mean that pupils would 
need to spend more time travelling. 
The additional travel required would 
also have an environmental impact 
and would mean that it would be 
more difficult for pupils to access 
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improved opportunities to share staff 
expertise.  
 
However, it is unlikely that the Castle 
Caereinion site would be able to 
accommodate all pupils, therefore 
there would be a negative impact on 
the quality of provision should all 
pupils be taught in the current Castle 
Caereinion building. 

there would no longer be provision in 
Berriew. Whilst merging the two 
schools to establish a new school 
would provide opportunities for the 
Berriew community to be involved in 
the process of establishing the new 
school to aid community involvement 
in the new school, however as 
Berriew is the larger village with a 
larger school, it is likely that the 
Berriew community would consider 
this option to be disproportionate.  
 

some extra-curricular activities 
where these are held before or after 
school.  
 
Pupils living in the village of Berriew 
who are currently able to walk / cycle 
to school would no longer be able to 
do so. 
 
Whilst free home to school transport 
would be provided to eligible pupils 
in accordance with the Council’s 
Home to School Transport Policy, 
there would also be an additional 
travel requirement for parents in 
order to access school activities / 
events, which is likely to have a 
greater impact on low-income 
families and/or families who do not 
have access to their own transport. 
 

Option 9: 
Close Castle 
Caereinion C. 
in W. School, 
pupils to 
attend nearest 
alternative 
schools 
 

Implementation of this option would 
mean that pupils currently attending 
Castle Caereinion C. in W. School 
would transfer to their nearest 
alternative schools. For the majority 
of pupils currently attending Castle 
Caereinion C. in W, School, the 
closest alternative schools would be 
Berriew C.P. School. The nearest 
alternative Church in Wales 
provision would be Welshpool C. in 

There would be a significant impact 
on the community of Castle 
Caereinion as there would be no 
provision in Castle Caereinion. Many 
comments received emphasise the 
importance of the school within the 
local community and the benefits of 
being part of a close community on 
the development of pupils.  It is also 
recognised that there are strong 
links between the school, being a C. 

There may also be a potential impact 
on transport costs as there may be 
additional routes required to provide 
transport from the Castle Caereinion 
area to Welshpool High School.    
However, it would be expected that 
the existing transport routes would 
be adjusted. The estimated range of 
costs for this is dependent on which 
school parents choose for their 
pupils, should Castle Caereinion 
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W. School. Some pupils may also 
choose to attend Llanfair Caereinion 
C.P. School or Guilsfield C.P. School 
as other nearby schools.  
 
The Council’s view is that all of these 
schools would provide education for 
pupils which is of at least equivalent 
quality as that provided at Castle 
Caereinion C. in W. School, 
therefore it is not anticipated that 
implementation of the preferred 
option would have a negative impact 
on standards and progress overall. 
The overall aim of the proposal is to 
improve learning opportunities for 
pupils. Castle Caereinion C. in W. 
School, Berriew C.P. School and 
Llanfair Caereinion C.P. School were 
categorised as Amber in the latest 
school categorisations carried out in 
2019, whilst Welshpool C. in W. 
School was categorised as Yellow. 
Guilsfield C.P. School was classified 
as a Green school.    
 

in W. school and the local church, 
and how this contributes to pupils’ 
development, and that this would be 
lost should the school close.  
 
In particular, there could be an 
impact on the financial viability of the 
community centre and closure of the 
school could mean that people 
would not want to live in Castle 
Caereinion in the future and could 
lead to a reduction in community 
activity in the village. In addition, the 
village has already suffered a loss of 
community facilities, and there is 
concern that closure of the school 
could lead to closure of other 
facilities in the village. 
 
As a Church in Wales School, the 
Castle Caereinion School building is 
owned by the Diocese, therefore the 
Diocese would need to determine 
the building’s future use, and 
therefore whether or not facilities 
would remain in Castle Caereinion. 
 
A Community Impact Assessment 
has been prepared as part of the 
proposal which considers the impact 
of the possible closure of the school 
on the community. This has been 

close.  The following outlines the 
range of costs, depending on how 
many pupils require transport: 
 
Minimal costs – all pupils can be 
accommodated within existing 
transport provision for secondary, 
albeit some routes may need to be 
extended – £10 - £20 per school day 
- £1,900 - £3,800 per annum 

 
Need to increase size of bus – 
approx. £50 per day - £9,500 per 
annum 
 
Additional Taxi required – approx. 
£60 - £75 per day - £11,400 - 
£14,250 per annum 
 
New bus required - £170 - £230 per 
day - £32,300 - £43,700 
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updated to reflect the comments 
received during the consultation 
period. 
 
There is also a strong link between 
the school and the local church 

 

7.2 Further reasonable alternatives 

 

The other alternatives which were suggested in the consultation responses received are outlined in section 16 of the ‘issues raised 

in the consultation period’ section of this report, including the Council’s response to these alternatives. These are as follows: 

 

16.1 Retain the status quo 

16.2 Pause the consultation process 

16.3 More use of technology 

 

The assessment of 16.1 and 16.2 is as per the assessment of ‘Option 1 – Status Quo’ in the table in section 7.1 above. 

 

All schools are expected to make use of technology to provide enhanced learning experiences to pupils, therefore the Council’s 

view is that 16.3 – More use of technology is not a ‘reasonable alternative’ in order to address the issues relating to Castle 

Caereinion C. in W. School. 

 

7.3 Conclusion 

 

It is confirmed that implementation of the proposal is the most appropriate response to the reasons identified for the proposal. 

 

The Consultation Document published in respect of the proposal to close Castle Caereinion C. in W. School outlined the reasons 

why change is needed in Powys, as well as why change is needed in Castle Caereinion are as follows.  

 

The reasons why change is needed in Powys, as outlined in the Council’s Strategy for Transforming Education, are as follows: 
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- High proportion of small schools 

- Decreasing pupil numbers 

- High number of surplus places 

- Building condition 

- Financial pressures 

- Inequality in access to Welsh-medium education 

- Limited post-14 and post-16 offer 

- Inequality in access to SEN provision 

- Historical lack of political decision making 

 

The reasons why change is needed in Castle Caereinion are as follows:  

 

- Low pupil numbers 

- High budget per pupil 

- Issues with the building 

- Combined age classes 

- Leadership 

 

Having considered the issues raised in the consultation report, having carried out a further assessment of the proposal and 

alternative options on the likely impact on quality and standards in education, the likely impact on the community and the likely 

effect of different travelling arrangements, and having considered any further reasonable alternatives suggested during the 

consultation period, the Council’s view is that the current proposal continues to be the most appropriate response to these reasons, 

to ensure improved management of the Powys schools estate, and to ensure that the best possible educational opportunities can 

be provided to pupils living in Castle Caereinion and across Powys in the future. 

 

As outlined in the Consultation Document, the reasons for the proposal are as follows: 

 

 To address the issue of low pupil numbers 

 To reduce the Council’s overall surplus capacity in primary schools 
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 To realise a financial saving to the Council 

 To enable pupils to attend larger schools, which would be better equipped to meet the requirements of the new curriculum 

 To enable pupils to attend larger schools, which could provide a wider range of educational and extra-curricular opportunities 

 To enable pupils to attend schools with better quality accommodation 

 The proposal meets all of the Critical Success Factors  


